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; GznrLenEn, , 
3 PERMIT me thus t to a be the ful. 
neſs of ſatisfaction you have afforded * and the honour 
. you have done me. a 
On receipt of your packets, 1 will ont regretting 
that they came too late for the Collection I'publiſhed early 
laſt year. My experience then, joined to the effect of other 
purſuits, had deprived me of all ardour for engaging again 
in the ſame taſk, My regret was, however, of ſhort dura- 
tion. Oppoſite feelings aroſe, and I hereby acknowledge 
the publication of your new * as my willing act 
and 9 3 5 
IT is needleſs to account for my change of ſentiment. 


. The reader who ſhall ſet out with unfavourable. prepoſſeſ- BT 


ſions, and he alſo who ſhall feel but languid hopes, will 
experience the ſame, | 
To ſuppreſs what you « deemed N to ſee the light, ; 

| would have been too preſumptuous ; and private negotia- 
tion with a bookſeller is an office too flight to be refuſed to 
perſons at ſo great à diſtance from the mart of Britiſh 
literature. But had you confined yourſelves to the-path 
trodden by your predeceſſors, I ſhould moſt undoubtedly - 
have excuſed myſelf from appearing in your train, Sim- 
ply to reiterate aſſertions yet ringing in the N ear, 
| ; A 2 oy could 


J 
could add little to their credibility, | Perhaps the cry, 2s a 


greater number of voices Joined | in it, would have ſounded 
more importunate, 


Ir wa:, it ſeems, reſerved for India to rear the 1 
after ſowing the ſeed. I bluſh for thoſe in Europe, who 


in their pride would trample it under foot, or in their 
rage would tear it up by the root. I lament that the 


very moderate difficulties, attached by the neceſſity of 
nature to the occupation, ſhould have deterred impartial - 
but indolent men from its culture, In this corner of 
Europe fo pre-eminent in intellectual exertion, hereto- 
fore ſo devoted to liberty, ſo open to truth, ſo dignified by 


, . Its advances in that nobleſt of ſciences, the ſcience of man, 


it is mortifying that ſo few ſhould have foreſeen what 
glorious fruits would ſpring from your firſt labours. To 
behold other regions, uſually leſs favoured by the genius 
of ſcience, in the full enjoyment of theſe fruits, cannot, for 
the moment at leaft, but add to the mortification. 
You ſpeak of obſervations which for the preſent 
you keep back; and there are others, who have pro- 
cceded with ſimilar ſucceſs along the ſame career with 
yourſelves, Should the ſcientific world, with one con- 
ſent, hail a phenomenon ſo uncommon in climates like 
_ thoſe which you inhabit, as the ſpirit of inveſtigation 
which you have diſplayed, I hope you will ſoon open all 
your ſtores of knowledge. To withhold teſtimony now, 
is — not to diſregard the call of vain curiolity, but—to reſiſt 
me urgent cry of humanity. | 
Lz me bring one conſideration before your 1. 
The tropical regions of another quarter of the globe 
abound with Britiſh practitioners. For the ſick commit- 
| tes to their care, do you not ſuppoſe it would be happy if 
Bets they 


/ 
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they often imitated your late proceedings? And will they 

not be more likely to follow you, the more aſſurances they 
_ ſhall receive that the path in which ou have trod * 
to the deſired object. 


Ix the Weſt Indies, indeed, what . 4 0 not 
been beheld with entire indifference. By degrees greater 
activity may ariſe. The information publiſhed by Dr. 1 
Rollo and myſelf has reached you. You will perceive, by = 
the following extract of a letter from Dr. Croſſe of ene 
to one of my friends, that more may be expected, 
_ « [ HAvE given the Nitrous Acid with great ſucceſs in 
« caſes of yaws ; and its effect has been greatly accelerated 
« by giving two or three drachms of the flour of brim⸗- 
« ſtone at night.” 
« I FORGET not to remind you of the benefits reſulting 
« from the vegetable acids applied externally, diluted or 
not, according to circumſtances, leaving the conduct ; 
of it to the ingenuity of the practitioner. 
| ' « As to the particulars, it will not do for me to 1 ; 
| | S 
« with ſome other obſervations, when I have more leiſure 
« than the preſent to communicate them to the public.” 
| I Have at this inſtant the further ſatisfaction of learning 
that Dr. Chiſholm is about to confirm, by numerous 
examples, the efficacy of our new means in ſeveral diſeaſes 
of the Weſt Indies. „„ 3 
Tux controverſy in which we are at preſent engaged (i WE 4 
it terminate in the way I preſume it ſhortly muſt) will be 
the laſt medical controverſy in which cabal will be able to | 
find ſo many ſubterfuges. It cannot fail to be the laſt in 
which timidity will be fo difficult to tranquilliſe, or ſcepti- 
„ 
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ciſm to convince, You will judge of the method by 
which I propoſe to come at once to a deciſive iſſue. 
Thoſe who incline to the oppoſite opinion; but at the ſame 
time have a ſincere attachment to truth, will apparently 
be obliged (and why ſhould they feel reluftant?) either 
to accede to my propoſal, or to advance another, better 

ſuited to the attainment of public conviction. 
Tus occaſional failure of Mercury is conceded: nor hs 


any one denied that this noble remedy at times undermines _ 


| the conſtitution of the patient and his diſeaſe with equal 
activ From theſe premiſes irreſiſtably follows the 
reaſonableneſs of purſuing into certainty every 01. of a 
milder afiti-venereaF remedy, 

W have arrived, if enquirers ever did arrive, at incon- | 
teſtible certainty, But I would not at preſent urge the 
unwilling too ſtrongly, - In Europe I would be content 
that they ſhould confider what we have proved only as an 
eligible alternativo. I would ſay to them: « JVhere you 
* have your free choice, follow your ancient habits ; but fol- 
« Tow them not blindfold : turn aſide before you have led theſe 
* 10% ſhall commit themſelves to your conduct into the gravey | 
«or into a ' gulph if inextricable miſery, Turn afide into a 
« ſurer path, and be thankful to thoſe predeceſſors who have 
« explored and ſAorthed it for you.” Not doubting but 
you will adopt this language, and that you are diſpoſed to 

treat with indulgence that ſcrupulouſneſs which in ſo grave 
à concern waits for ſuperfluity of pops agen | 
. ; 
Gentlemen, 
With ſincere elleem, 


5 Clifton, | Vour obliged ſervant, 
12th Auguft 100, | 85 THOMAS BED DOS. 
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7 lt enterprizes in which a medic writer can en⸗ 


bage; there is none perhaps fo hazardous as the attempt 
to eſtabliſh an opinion which ſhall infringe upon the pte- 
ſeriptive right of mercury to be employed in the cure of 


venereal complaints. Many will refuſe him a hearing, | 


Of others, though they may ſeem {to liſten; the whole 
attention will be engroſſed by their own feelings and 
ideas kindling into oppoſition. Upon minds little inured 
to reaſoning, old affociations will return and ſweep 
away the cleareſt momentary conviction which mere teſti- 
mony can produce. By-ſtanders, who cannot or will not 
reſort to experiment, inſtead of weighing will number 
 atteſtations: Negative wilt obtain an undue prepotie 
derance over poſitive reſults; and for a time bold con- 
tradition will pafs for refutation. 
Ir is nat ſufficiently remembered, thit on uch a z fubjet 
oppoſition is not only not to be avoided, but that it is 


moſt to be expected from the: quarter ſeemingly moſt 
formidable. | 15 


ProFes50Rs of chemiſtry, and authors of effablifhel 
reputation, were the foremoſt to reſiſt the hereſy of Lavol- 
fier. In England; in Germany, and in other countries, I 
believe, thoſe who firſt eſpouſed it firſt then 1 publicly * 
en as chemical writers. 


Bur how much longer time has the opinion of the 


peculiar powers of Mercury had to- ftrike root? ' With 
what a fence of intereſt is it furrounded—a cireumſtance 
not exiſting in reſpect to the doctrine of Stahl, and 
much more affecting the pretenſions of new anti- vene- 
teal remedies than any other queſtion that can be pro- 
poſed in the whole circle of the healing art? How much 


es it wo; in experiments on inanimate matter, to 


A 4 | _ procure. 
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procure ſimilar ſubjects, and to propagate diſcopery, by 


giving ocular demonſtration to a multitude of ſpeRators ? 

Wirn ſuch impediments the reader muſt ſee, that the 
power of the new anti-venereal remedies being ſuppoſed 
equa even to that of mercury, it was impracticable to 


introduce them without. encountering all the ſtorms 28 / 


all the wiles of controverſial warfare, _ 
SvpeosInG further, the witneſſes that have 3 


in the preſent cauſe, reſpectiyely competent to diſtinguiſh 
the nature of the phænomena, and (with perhaps a ſingle 


exception) ſincerely to have related what they believe 


themſelves to have ſeen, may we not. bope to diſcover 
ſome criterion for the erroneous judgment concerning the 


reſult, on whichever ſide the miſtake may happen - to 
lie? 


Bes1pes want of ee in the ſubſtances employed, | 


ſeveral reaſons may be aſſigned for failures, Reaſons 
* alſo may be aſſigned for the reported ſucceſs, indepen- 
dently of the operation of the ſubſtances employed. Let 
ns enumerate and compare the principal of theſe reaſons. 

Tux following was perhaps one cauſe. why the uſe of 
acids may not have been properly followed up by prac- 
titioners, who yet might chooſe to have to fay that they 
had made the trial. The mineral acids have long been 


with us in frequent and familiar uſe ; nor has any acci 


dental obſervation tended to revive that hypotheſis which 
formerly occaſioned ſome abortive trials of at leaſt vege · 
table acids in ſiphylis. They manifeſt no analogy to mer- 
curials; z and among the medical practitioners of different 
denominations, a conſiderable number may always be 


found not ſufficiently inſtructed in the hiſtory of phyſical 


ſcience, to perceive how frequently the man of reſearch 
| bas ſprung miracles in the common path- way of daily life, 


or deſetied them in objects too trivial to fix the attention 


of an uninſtructed eye. | 
9 5 Wich- 
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WHICHEVER n ſhall — prevail, he 
| following ſheets muſt, for example, convince the unpre- 
judiced, that Acids, by a certain application, produce 
effects altogether as remote from expectation founded on 
common exeperience, as 1 cure of the nn com- 
plaint. 
. By 3 e 
dertaken, the effect is progreſſive; much time often paſſes 
before there appear ſigns of amendment, and a wiſe' ad- 
Juſtment of the doſe is occaſionally required. Superfluity 
in one ſet of caſes, and exceſs in another, infalliblydefeat- 
ing the practitioner, however efficacious the medicine 
adminiſtered in a different manner might have proved. 
 Txxst conſiderations juſtify the ſuppoſition, that if 5 
ſome other equal anti- venereal remedy had been previouſix 
in uſe, and Mercury had been to be introduced at the pre- 
ſent period, a ſtill louder outcry would have ariſen againſt 
it, and a greater number of eminent ſurgeons would have 
pronounced it unfit to be truſted to, while a far leſs con- 
ſiderable maſs of favourable evidence would have been 
na ccumulated in the ſame time. For the reports that affirm 
the power of the Acids, alſo render it highly probable that 
they are in their miſuſe, leſs noxious than mercurials, 
Tux diſpoſition-conſequent upon taking the lead in the 
venereal practice, or being much immetſed in it, will 
| ſometimes produce partial feelings, and partial trials of 
new anti-venereal medicines, 4 
UNDER. correction of perſons wh: ines the ld. 5 
od at the riſque of an attempt on the part of a ſecond 
adverſary, as deſpicably malicious as the firſt, to raiſe the 
- hue and cry againſt the ſlanderer of his brethren, I repeat 
- my former remark on the effe of intereſt; I ſay that ſome 
ſurgeons, from an apprehenſion that their wheels can no 
more go on than the mines of Spaniſh America, without 


ESE 


he. Wm of FOR will give a rival 
remedy no trial, or, what is much worſe, an imperfect trial. 
And theſe ſurgeons will as often be thoſe who ſtand at the 
top of the profeſſion, as thoſe-at the oppolite extremity: 

I times like the preſent, I know alſo that there will be 
members of the {ame profeſſion ready to trample undet 
foot all conſideration. of gain; and to plant themſelves be- 
tween mankind and the prejudices of their narrower col- 
g leagues. It is I believe in the nature of the medical ap- 
pointments in India, to exempt men's minds from the 
operation of this ſpecies of illiberality: This may be one 
reaſon why we have heard fo little of failures there. The 
novelty and importance of the enquiry preventing indo- 
lence, an evil that too eaſily attaches to Gs oriental ſyſtem, 
as well as to the climate. 

IT would indeed be happy; did the Sandal Abe 
permit medicine to be zealouſly practiſed under an exemp- 
rion from immediate mercantile feelings. We ſhould then 
have leſs cauſe to envy the operator upon inani mate ſub- 
ſtances, his privilege of being able to devote all the facul- 
ties of his ſoul to pure obſervation. Ons great ſource of 
unfair oppoſition to feaſible new meaſures would like wiſe 
de cut off, Quackery, or falſe boaſting for the ſake of 
gain, would be annihilated; and if too ardent a phraſe 
 ſhouldeſcape a medical reporter (/cias eum ſentire gue dicit) 
it would be prompted by no other cauſe but ſympathy with 
the miſeries of mankind; which always ſpeaks in a tone 
perfectly diſtinguiſhable from that of the regular or irre- 
gular impoſtor, of him who praiſes or trad 
| oblique motives, 

Br diſpoſition, however, do not eds the deſire 
of profit alone, I include alſo the ſtate of feeling that 
accompanies confined views of the operations of natute in 
general, and of the articles of the Materia Medica in par- 
, geular, II- informed practitioners of medicine will be 
more 


, 5 
more intolerant in proportion as they occafionally, or ſor 
the moſt part, ſucceed with drugs to e Os ac- 
cCuſtomed. 

Tris fort of bigotry is e un des met with on a great. 
and a ſmall ſcale. -It might be uſed as a copious fund of 
comic incident ; and IL um not fare if ſome of our maſters 
of ludicrous narrative have not drawn from it. The ob- 
| ſerver will not have far to look round him, before he de- 


ſery ſome hedge-apathecary fo prepoſſeſſed in behalf of a 


combination of his own, as to wonder by what providence 
invalids, labouring under complaints for which he holde 
his noſtrum to be ſovereign, can ever emerge into health - 
from under other medical attendants. - The maſter of the 
very next ſhop you might perhaps find pitying the men 
who ſally forth to combat diſeaſe, without ſome other 


particular piece of armour, which his good genius has © 


enabled him to forge. ' All the while the poſſeſſar of 
neither ſecret, if he could be traced from one ſick- 


chamber to another, would be ſeen to have the leak 
reaſon to envy the other; nor would it fare worls 
with him who is equally ignorant of both. Such con- 


ceits prevail W with W N ans 
mercury. ; 

| Ini ſome ages and countries magie be poſſible to ti 
this ſpirit to the moſt dextrous amputator of limbs in a me- 
tropolis. He may admit into his practice ſomewhat 
greater variety of ſimilar means than his brother of the 
hamlet ; but within his range he ſhall be equally immured 
by an adamantine wall of prejudice, 


| THERE was at Edinburgh, a few years ago, A. wells 


known Iriſh ſtudent of medicine, who had been unfortu- 
nate in his amours. His obedience to advice was ſo little 


exact, his caſe ſo obſtinate, or his explanations ſo prolix, 
khat he found the profeſſor whom he conſulted more and 
more difficult of acceſs. At laſt he uſed: to waylay him 
4 N | . | | | in 
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in the ſtreet. A few interviews were thus obtained, but 
things changed very ſlowly for the better; and at length 
the profeſſor no ſooner eſpied the unfortunate figure in 
his place of ambuſcade, than, without ſuffering a word 

to be uttered, he would cry out“ Go on with the mar- 
cray, Hr.“ (that was the way in which he 
tranſmogrified the name of the medicine)“ the mar- 
cray, Sir, by all means ! In like manner, I appre- 
hend, there will long exiſt ſurgeons, who, whatever offers, 
and whether good or ill betide, will inexorably repeat 
to every patient “ the mercury, Mr, „ by all 
d nean; we muſt go on with the mercury, Sir.“ Thus, 
inſtead of looking to the ultimate effect of their art, by a 
deluſion of aſſociation, like that in conſequence of which 
our paſſions finally reſolve themſelves into the love of 
gold, they fix all their affections upon particular means of 
; producing that effect. Some have even been thought to 
take downright pleaſure in the immediate operation of 
Mercury and the knife; and are not well content without 
inflicting their full ſeverity. Every ſort of pedantry is 
odious enough, but we find none, except perhaps the pe- 
dantry of the ſtateſman, mercileſs in principle but that 
of the ſurgeon. From all other pedants you eſcape at the 
expence of tranſitory diſguſt; but the ſurgeon-pedant will 
amerce you of your conſtitution, or your limbs, | 
In a queſtion, therefore, ſuch as it has been my lot to 
agitate before the public, no requiſite is more indiſpenſible 
than enlarged views of remedial agency. I intend ſoon to 
treat the ſubject at large. At this moment, I ſhall advance 


. a propoſition obvious enough and certain, but not leſs im- 


portant to the preſent ſucceſsful practice and future im- 
provement of medicine, than any ſyſtem hitherto deviſed : 
Given diſorders are capable of being removed by widely 
different means : by means diſſimilar in properties of every 
wn z diſſimilar probably in their firſt impreſſion 


on 


| (Mü) 
on the living ſyſtem; and alſo in the effects they produce 
between that firſt impreſſion and the final reſult. Thus, 
will not bark, arſenic, opium, temperature, ſeveral other 
phyſical and ſome moral means, indifferently, cure many 
agues? In caſes that would require diſcuſſion, I forbear 
to inſtance, I even imagine that what we conſider as 
oppoſites, are capable of removing the ſame diſorder, 
exiſting in the ſame degree. In groſs, this ſeems to hold 
as to the application of heat and cold to the ſame kind of - 
local inflammation. . When I come to arrange my facts, 
I think I ſhall be able to extend this truth much beyond. 
local inflammations. The various cathartics, emetics, 
veſicants, and diuretics, with which we are acquainted, 
have not always reſpectively an identical operation. But 
it is eaſy to name ſeveral of each claſs very different in 
chemical compoſition and natural character, yet approxi» 
mating, if not coinciding, in their action on the ſtomach, _ 
bowels, ſkin, and kidneys.” Here, therefore, we find ſome 
diſſimilar ſubſtances, agreeing in their immediate opera- 
tion, and others coinciding in a diſtant reſult * 
intermediate identity of operation. A 
WiIII the brevity with which! think it proper Ps to 
touch this topic give riſe to objection ? will it be ſaid, 
that if there were ſo great a latitude of remedial power, 
it ought to have been long ago detected in a greater 
number of examples? With perſons of limited inſor- 
mation and inactive minds, the argument from ignorance 
J know always ſounds like demonſtration, though even 
a a ſlight analogy be of the two a ſafer guide for opinion, 
where there is no better. But if this latitude can be 
traced to a much greater extent than is commonly ſup- 
poſed, there is reaſon to imagine that it will conſtantly 
become greater; for no one, l r will believe, that 
all 


1 5 
all che health · reſtoring treaſures of nature and art have 


migrated into the boxes and bottles of the beſt furniſhed 


apothecary's ſhop ; indeed who, on examining the hiſ- 
tory of the Materia Medica, would undertake to point out 
any poſſible channel by which the thouſandth part could 


| have got there? Could they have come through ſavages, 


who miſs millions of opportunities of diſcovery for one 
that they ſeize? and yet to the experience of ſavages is 
our Materia Medica ' indebted almoſt as much as to any 
other ſingle ſouroe Have we received one uſeful acceſſion 
in a century from the petits majtres of medicine, who 
axe conſtantly rattling along the ſtreets of the metropolis, _ 
and haunting the places of faſhionable reſort? Was the 
ſtanding condition of our art, ſo well defined by Radcliffe's 
. _ apopthegm concerning the diſproportion of remedies to 
diſcaſes, at any time likely'to be amended by perſons never 
at pains to combine diſcoveries in natural hiſtory or phyſics 
with medical deſiderata? Or, by what or — whom could 


. e eu _ 


In . can n 3 in times . 
- conſidered as other than the random ſhot of a blind man 
| ing ſucceſsful from the thickneſs of the game, of 
"which the moſt and beſt eſcapes for want of aim and of 
purſuit ? Amid the eternal inſtitutions of modern times, 
imperial, royal, republican, for pramoting geography, an- 
 tiquities, belles lettres, agriculture, the knowledge of the 
- znanimate part of creation, has one been appropriated to 
animal nature, conſidered as a ſcience fundamental to hu- 
man happineſs, and of which the elements are proper to 


form the moſt indiſpenable part of univerſal education? 


What ſtate, what d poteutate, what afſociation, what wealthy 
A individual, 


« [UV 3 1 
. individual, has — this obje& worthy of the ſmalleſt | 
ſacrifice, even for the chance of finding in the laws of his 
exiſtence preventives for eyils that r n any * 
irremediably his own ? | 
No proper ſearch haying, therefore 1 ma it may | 
in all reaſon be concluded, that little can be known in 
compariſon of what exiſts in the great ſtorehouſe of na- 
ture. So it it is more probable, that there are "OM 
anti- venereal remedies, in general, as good as Mercur, 
and of courſe, in particular caſes, better, than that there 
are none. Unhappily, out of the profeſſion (and out of  _..- 
the profeſſion are numbers who read with induſtry on the 
ſubject of theſe remarks) it is the- prevailing faith, that 
Mercury alone has been created capable of ſubduing the 
venereal virus. I haye ſeen an intimation of à con | 
kind, received like as if it were an aſſertion, that a half ſun 
and a full moon had riſen together in the weſt. The - 
wretches, who are obliged to ſeck refuge in hoſpitals, from 
the ravages of ſyphylis, appear not unfrequently to have 
been rendered impatient of the new treatment, by diſtruſt 
of every medicine not. mercurial, \ Thoſe, by whom their. 
medieines are uſually adminiſtered, will be filled with 3 
ſimilar perſuaſion; and often another remedy may have 
been neglected, with a view to oblige the ſurgeon to 
order the true ſpecific. Experiments in common hoſ- . 
pitals loſe much of their weight, unleſs the experimenter, >, 
or à confidential aſſiſtant, adminiſter the medicines; ' =? 
and failures upon the okt- patients of hoſpitals. are no 3 
evidence. The frequency of failures from careleſs ex- 9 
hibition, has been ſatisfactorily deduced from the in- 
_ternal evidence of a number of negative reſults at the 
' Locke Hoſpital. See Colleftion of Te eſtmonies Johnſon, 
1 5. 151—185, | 
| Lux perſuaſion of the xl virtues. of Mercury, 
wig with little leſs force es Woe life, 
_— * 
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if ory] in general we experience ſo much more tractability. 
Under the very circumſtances, in which an invalid, in that 


ſphere, would inſiſt upon mercurials being puſhed, he 
Would flinch from a new medicine, If he perceived pri- 
mary fymptoms increaſing, or ſecondary ſupervening, he 
would conelude that it was becauſe he had not taken 


Mercury enough: but the ſelf-ſame appearances, would 


be an argument of the inefficacy of Acids. | 
Jo a greater or leſs extent, theſe and like cauſes i inevi- 


tably lead to unfavourable inferences, without any fault on 


the part of the material which has been the ſubject of pro- 


dation. The reader will judge, how far the cauſes of error 


on the favourable ſide are Jeſs efficacious. Where a pa- 
tient, conſidered as venereal, recovers under the uſe of any 


given new medicine, and the cure is not owing to that 
medicine, it muſt be, becauſe the diſorder is miſtaken, or 


would have given way without medicine, or becauſe mer- 


ceurials were ſecretly taken at the fame time, or had pre- 


viouſly laid the foundation of the cure. 
Is particular cafes, a miſtaken judgment, concerning 
the nature of ſymptoms, reſenibling venereal ſymptoms, 
may 'eſcape the moſt practiſed and vigilant obſerver. 
Some appearances are allowed, on all hands, to be more 
equivocal than others. The hiſtory of the caſe may be 
obſcure; the ſuppoſed origin of the complaint remote; 
and where ſuch obſcurities concur, no cautious reaſoner 


would rely on the reſult, But whether the terms of the 


reports in favour of Acids be.conſidered, or the experience 


and opportunities of the reporters, the body of evidence 


will not be aſſailed on this ſide. 
Tux chance of a natural cure, whatever it may occa- 
fionally be in flight and recent affections, vaniſhes before 


the ſeverity, and continuance, and number of the caſes, in 
which the Acids have been atteſted to be ſucceſsful. The 
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as can be imagined; caſes verging towards ſecondary; 


and a ſufficient proportion of ſecondary, which the ef- 
ficacy of the new medicines bas prevented from being 
harger. It is eaſy to talk in the abſtract of recovery with- 

out medicine; but whoever reads the following abridged _ 
ſtatement, will ſcarce admit the extreme ſuppoſition of a 
- ſpontaneous cure in any one inſtance, much leſs in a great 
multitude; and yet ſome, much miſtaking their talents for 
necromancy, have thought that by a few ſtrokes, they 
could blot out all this virulence of diſeaſes with a grey 
gooſe quill! It is happy that the invalids were not their 
patients, provided they would act as vent talk! 1 


5 I. Ms. H. of Briſtol, in ſeveral years of ſecondary _ 
| eee which were repeatedly ſuſpended for a ſhort 
time (leſs than three months) by Mercurial courſes, 
In autumn 1796, Mr. H. ſuffered dreadful pain, re 
feerred to his bones, on which were large nodes; his finews 
were contracted; noſe enlarged; he had difficult deglu- 


tition; his hands a ſhapeleſs maſs, and quite uſeleſs; everx 


T joint was ſwelled; he lay in bed without power t to ſtir, 

and was frightfully emaciated, In eight days he was free 

from his pain: In five weeks all his ſymptoms, except 

ſtiffneſs of the right fore-finger, were removed by Nitrous 
Acid. No ſenſible effect but ſome increaſed fow oY 

. faliva. _ | 

_. Ocrosrn 30, 1198, Mr. Baynton found him with at 
cerated throat, thiekening of the left ala naſi, copper= 5 

coloured ſpots, and occaſional. pains in the bones. He 

had acquired much fleſh, and enjoyed pretty good general 


health. Afterwards, I underſtand, that he gradually de- 


clined, and not being able to bear Nitrous Acid, died in 
London. I know not if Mercury was again tried. ” 
II. Casss from the Royal Hoſpital, Plymouth. Many. 
of which had been vainly treated: | on @ Ihip-poard} and 
7 b 
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many 
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taany had gone in without Mercury the patients cone 
cealing their complaint, | 
1. LAROE irregular foul chanere, of des weeks "OFT 


ing, an enlargement in the groin. Cured by Nitrous 


a * 


Acid, between April 18 and May 11. 


2. Arten different medicines taken on board, had a 
large deep chancre along. the whole penis, buboes, go- 


norrhoea ; ſymptoms about a month's ſtanding, Iwo 
drachms of the ſtrong Mercurial ointment having been 
well rubbed in from March 29 to April 10 incluſive; he 


was weak and low, had a violent cough, and much ex- 


peRoration, ſtreaked with blood; profuſe ſweats; diarr- 
haa, Cured by Nitrous Ac; taken from April'11 " 
May 30. | 

3. SPREADING nad bubs, chancres, and exco- 
riations round the arms; ill for two: months; had taken 
a good deal of Mercury, under which he grew - worſe, - 
Cured by Nitrous Acid, between May 28 and June 22. 

4: CHancrrt and two large buboes; contracted ten 
days before. Cured between May 1 and June 8. s 

5. LAuoE deep inflamed ulcer, ſwelled teſticle, ſwel- 
ling | in the groin; contracted a fortnight before, Cured 
by Nitrous Acid, between May 18 and June 15. 

6. Bunozs and venereal eruption. Cured by Nitrous 
Acid, between April 17 and June 15. 

7. $SureURATED bubo, chancres, phymoſis, angling 


| to gangrene, Cured by Nieten Acid, besen on 5 


and July 10. 

8. EXTREMELY large and painful node corniog.en 
for four months; nocturnal pains; emaciation; complaint 
of four years ing. Cured between May 26 and 
ire 93 8 

9. Phymosrs, with Aſcharge, e from chan · 
eres behind the glans, *I'wo drachms of ſtrong Mer- 
curial ointment - ribbed in, with fumigations of cinnabar 

twice 


„ ** py | 
wks a a fot 2 or 3 days. Mouth ſeverely affected; a” 


bad cough, pain of the breaſt, with diarrhœa, and com- 


plaint much aggravated. For a month, was kept on a nu- 


tritive and tonic plan; then for above another month, had 


various Mercurials in ſmall dozes, fumigations and poul- 
tices, without the leaſt ſucceſs; for, he was ſo weak he 


ce could Sarce quit his bed; had: diarrhoea, increaſed: 


« cough, and ſweats, tota} inappetence, and excruciating 
« pains in his legs and arms at t night. Cured between 14 
May and 10 July. 


10, DisEASE VOM weeks handing; bags and 5 N 
'  ſphacelus of the glans penis, which appeared tending to 
gangrene, paraphymoſis, large deep bleeding enn 


Cured between June 1 and July 10. 


11. ChANchESs, paraphymoſis, and ſwelling in in be | 
groin ; contracted ten days before. Cured by Nitrous | 


Acid, between June 17 and July 17. 


12. Gorxorntuora, ardor urinz, phymoſis, conttacted | 


ten days before ; mortification of the prepuce; much rote 


Cured by Nitrous Acid, between June 4 and July 17. 
13. DisxAsE of about ſix weeks ſtanding ; had 64 


* 


Mercury to ſalivation; phagedenic bubo, black, foul,. . 


ſpreading, diſcharging moſt offenſive ichor, eight inches, 
in circumference, with much-inflamed edges. The 26th. 
day after beginning the Acid, it meaſured in circumference 
14+ inches; under the edges a probe was paſſed more 
than an inch, He was very feeble, had cough, ſweats, 
and diarrhoea; a low pulſe, no appetite, and involuntary. 
diſcharge of urine: between June E and Auguſt 28, took 
twenty ounces and a half of Nitrous Acid; when his ap- 
petite, ſtrength, and fleſh were reſtored, no appearance of 


venereal complaint exiſting any where. The ulcer was 


reduced to the ſize of a ſixpence, a contraction of the leg 


and thigh remaining, and involuntary, diſcharge of urine 


ſometimes happenings He went on to perfect health, 
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N | | 
- hn taken'i in all, by October 1 3 twenty-ſeven ounees 
of Nitrous Acid, within one drachm. © - , 2 

Fir rv Caſes had been treated with ſucceſs: in for or 

"Gu the .Nitrous Acid had ſailed: in the ee er Z 
Tpecihed.” % F 

III. FroM THIRTY-$1x CASEs, related. by Mr. ia 

mick, in my Collection of Teſtimonies, Johnſcn, 1799. 
As that work js not out of print, which is the caſe with 
the pamphlet from which the preceding abſtract is taken, 

I ſhall only ſelect a few, all treated by Nitrous Acid, 

Cas 3. Venercal diſeaſe contracted two years before; 
much Mercury exhibited, ſo as to falivate three or four 
times; four large deep foul ulcers on the groin, with cal- 
lous edges, and ſurrounding hardneſs; inguinal glans en- 

enlarged. Cured between June 20 and July 31. 
CaAsE 5. Chancre healed by a three weeks courſe of 
Mercury. Soon, after, inguinal glans ſwell, and hard 

jndolent large ſwelling, with ſuppuration, follows. Cured 
between May 28 and Auguſt 3. 1 

CASE 7. Complaint contracted above eleven 05 

during moſt of which time he had been under the ſurgeon 
of the ſhip, without gaining ground. Phymoſis, diſcharge 
of matter, foul ulcer from ſuppurated . Cured: | 

525 between June 20 and Auguſt 28. | 

CAsE 8. Diſcaſe contracted two apache bis Mer- 
_cury ſeemingly not in ſufficient quantity for a cure, but 

under its uſe had a diarrhea for ſeyen weeks, and was 
much emaciated; three large buboes and chancre. Cured 
of buboes and chancre, between Auguſt 3 and Sep- 

= tember 1. 

CAE 9, Complaint cotierathill about two months be⸗ 
fore; gonorrhcea, and afterwards buboes, and excoriation 
on the glans penis; had taken Mercury, which produced 

a talivation of three weeks continuance, with a violent 
; IO Cured þerween 1 25 27 and September 4. 
CAE 


'# 
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4 . 13. Diſorder contraRed about about four ite 
before; medicines taken for, three months; mouth ſore 


for ten days; became very weak, and waſted both in | 


ſtrength and fleſh; chancres appeared to yield, but on 
NNE the Mercury grew worſe; unable to quit 


dis bed; hectic cough and ſweats, pain of the breaſt, noc- 


turnal pain, no appetite, at times diarrhoea; Chancres. 
| 2 Acid, from July 20 to September 12. Chancres 
; appetite good; pains abated; ſweats and diarrhœa 
3 flight cough; invalided, that i is declared unfit 

, for ſervice, | 

CAskE 21. Complaint of three 1 Qanding; fvere 
ene pains, and eruptions elevated above the ſkin. 
Nitrous Acid from July 30 to October 2. Every ſpot. | 

+ obliterated arid cure. 

Casx 23. Much Mercury taken without i 
venereal ſymptoms of ſix months ſtanding; nocturnal 
pains of the tibia. ire July 2 Oc- : 
- = 43 erupticns and pains rede. 3 

Cask 24. Mercury, to a little: bene of the ors - 

4 without effect; gonorrhea, chordee, foul chancres. .Dif- 
order contracted three monthsfince; Nitrous Acid and + 
Nitrous injection, from September 14 to OQober 12. 
Cured. | 
_ '- Case28, Diſorder contracted about 8 I ſince; . 
the 3 of the ſhip had tried for three months every 
method with Mercury, and topical applications; large 


foul deep chancre, much inflammation of the penis, and 


A wart on the prepuce. Cured between Auguſt 1 5 and 
October 23. | 


CASE 29. Diſorder of ten. days ſanding ; ; ſphacelation 5 


of the whole prepuce ; the whole penis N 00 week. D 


Ciured between Auguſt 29 and October 23. 


Cask 32. Complaint of eight weeks 3 after 


OO — Mel 2 188 rom Mercury; in a | 
8 2 fortmight 5 
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forfnight Alert, which became large, and foul” excoria. 
tions broke cut on the ſcrotum; throat painful; black 
thick cruſt on the tongue; nocturnal pains. Cured be- 
tween September 3 to October 23; tangue not becom 


ing clean till the Nitrous Acid was left off; complaints 
grew worſe for 35 days, under the uſe of Nitrous Acid; 


chancre healed 16 days after the 0 to health 
4 ooo FE 


\" Casx 35. Complaint of fix months; in the hoſpital. bf 


| ſhip for eleven weeks; took Mercury enough to produce 
much ſalivation ; in the paſſage from Cork complaint re- 
appeared ; chancres, bad phymoſis, diſcharge of matter 
from the urethra. Cured between 72 | 15 wy 
November 8 


IV. CASE S 'by Dr. CLanke, of Mesh 


an alhers. 
W. b. Three months ago a chancre appeared upon the 


_- glans penis, which gradually ſpread, and became a very 5 
foul ulcer, two thirds of the prepuce, and at leaſt one half 


of the glans penis being deſtroyed; the ulcerations have a 


ſtoughy bottom, and hard tucked-in edges. Voice hoarſe, 


and throat ſore, but not uletrated ; and the een a cp he 
has lately taken cold. ? 
Tur only medicine uſed in cure, believed to be a ſolu- 
tion of cortoſiye ſublimate, This has been uſed five 
Weeks in all, but irregularly for the laſt three weeks. 
BETWEEN November 26 and November 14, -uleer 
much improved under the uſe of the Nitrous Acid; no 
dreſliug but unguentum cer on lint, 
By November 29, fore nearly healed; but the: prepuce 


| hard, and looks full. Deceiaber 15, no improvement in 


the ſtate of the ſore for three or four days paſt, though he 


took half an ounc©of Nitric Acid in 24 haurs. It was 


7 2 hulf a drachm ; and 925 December r 18th, the ſore 


was | 
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| 0 wn * WET 
Was almoſt perfeAly cicatriſed, thoughts ſome har emit | 
n remain under the new cutic le. | 
Tes days afterwards a piece of unſound Beth 515 | 
out with the dreſſing, and there was (January 1) a ſmall, | 
deep foul ulcer, with a floughy bottom. January 25, 
diſmiſſed cured; and re-appeared three weeks after per- 
fectly well; and though deſired ro return if unwell, had 
not been heard of as late as Auguſt 2d. | | 
THe beginning of this long courſe improved the has 
tient's appetite, and OY the remainder, he was in full 
health and vigour. 
„ IT will,“ ſays Dr. Clarke to the ado of this abſtrac; 
. * naturally ſtrike you, that in particular Caſes, much per- 
( ſeverance may be required before the Nitric Acid 
„ begins to exert its influence. At two periods, during 
a the treatment of this patient, had it been laid aſide, and 
Mereury ſubſtituted, the Caſe would have apparently 
“ afforded a r inſtarice of the MEIN of the 
Acid. OA, | 26 | 


Tax Mag of time N e e like 
to exert ſenſible action, bears no proportion to the viru+ 


lence or inveteraey of ſymptoms. This will be ſeen by 


adverting to the dreadful Caſe, atteſted by Mr. Baynton 
and myſelf; and it ſtill more ſtrikingly appears in the Caſe 
of Elkins, recorded by Dr. Currig of Liverpool, 
''  ELKkiNs had been four yeats ago affected with lues. 
He had twice gone through mercurial courſes; had been 
cured, and rclapſed. The third time Mercury failed. 
When Nitrous Acid was preſcribed, he had a thickening 
of the pericranium in two different places; the maſt ſ:yere 
pains, eſpecially in the night, in the bones of his head, _ 
arms, and legs, and a 5 EINE oy on the right ; 
1 e 1 5 
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His ſufferings 1 un ler the uſe & the Nitric Acid 
in the third day; and by taking eight ounces in 60 days, 
he was cured, and was known a e Raga : 
twelve months. 12 

Lx the reader refer to the papers by Dr. Rolle, Dr, 

| Currie, Dr. Rutherford, Mr. Cuſtance, Mr. Macartney, 
Mr. Cruickſhank, and to the contents of the preſent Vo- 
lume, and he will ſee that to this abſtract I might eaſily 
add a vaſt ſupplement of inſtances which no reaſonable 
man can ſuppoſe ſuſceptible of a ſpentaneous cure. 
Tux ſecret uſe of Mercury is a moſt. improbable poſli- 
bility; ſcarce a poſſibility indeed, in any number of in- 
ſtances, in the naval and military hoſpitals, upon the faith 
of which ſo much of the reported ſucceſs depends, The 
experimenters were too much in earneſt to avail them- 
ſelves of the advantages they enjoyed above ordinary hoſ- 
itals; and they were too careful not to incur ridicule 
by being the dupes of ſuch ſhallow artifices. In India, 
4 averſion of the people to Mercury is too decided to 

allow of the ſuſpicion. 

Tue idea of combating oppoſite teſtimonies by the 
ſuppoſition of Mercury inactively latent in the conſtitution 
before the other means were employed, is diſproved by 
thoſe very numerous caſes where no Mercury was uſed, 
or none within a moderate diſtance! of time before the 
other powers were applied. For the fame reaſon it is 
- impoſſible to admit as a ſolution, comprehenſive enough 

for the difficulty, that the venereal nature of the ander 
had been already ſubdued by Mercurials. 
A Dovar remains whether the Acids act in the bs 
treacherous manner as we are taught concerning the cor- 
roſiye ſublimate. As every imaginable objection would, 
in its turn, take the field, Nitrous Aeid has, of 3 
deen charged with leaving patients liable to relapſe. It 
is a Curious IA of the pre-eſtabliſhed belief in'the 


+ _ excluſive j 
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; A virtue of Mereury, that individuals eee 8 


in journals of the moſt oppoſite ſpirit are careful to ſelect, 
from works in which they occupy a very minute portion, 
every general condemnation of the new practice from 
. writers of ſmall experience, and every vagabond rumour 
concerning the inſtability of cures from writers of no 
experience at all, In this way the unowned and untrace- 
able intelligence communicated by Dr. Trotter has been 
multiplied into a very ſerious and alarming warning to all 
perſons deſirous of trying to cure the venereal difarder othor=® 
wiſe than by Mercury, Juſt ſo, dark and diſmal hints had 
been already dropped of perſons cured in India relapſing. 
at Edinburgh: but they have never yet ſhewn themſelves 
in full day. I am truly ſurpriſed that we have not oftener 
heard of relapſes. Relapſes were doubtleſs more frequent 
after Mercury at a much greater diſtance of time from its 
introduction; but on the preſent occaſion practitioners 
could apply that imperfect knowledge of the-{igns of reco- 
very which has reſulted from long experience with Mercury. 


It has been boldly predicted that time would bring to light | : 


a number of relapſes, where an apparent cure had been 
wrought by Acids ; but Time has not hitherto thought fit 
to exert himſelf in vindication of the honour of the prophe - 
tical herald of his atchievements. It fo happens that the 
ſucceſsful practitioners have been moſt favourably ſituated 
for obtaining a knowledge of the recurrence of the com- 
plaint, if it had happened. From the connection between 
the Navy and the Royal Hoſpital at Plymouth, ſuch facts 
muſt have come to the knowledge of Dr. Geach or Mr. 
Hammick, eſpecially after the continued and diligent en- / 
-quiries of the latter. As much may be faid of the Wool. - 
wich Caſes: army ſurgeons likewiſe remain cloſe ĩnſpectort 
of their quondam patients. In Mr, M{Grigor's examina- 


tion of Dr Scott's firſt patients, J offer to the my 


* 
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moſt precious and full ſecurity for the permanency of the 


cure by Nitrous Acid, in both ſtages of the complaint, 

I ſhall quote a pretty ſtriking inſtance of the miſ- 
chievous effect of the falſe ideas that have been propagated, 
with miſchievous induſtry, reſpectiug relapſes after the 
new treatment, An officer in the regiment of 
militia had repeatedly experienced many returns of vene- 
real ulcers in the throat, at ſhort intervals, after they 
had been healed by Mercury, and on each repetition of -. 
this medicine his conſtitution ſuffered ſo much that his 
medical adviſers no longer could offer him any reaſonable 


hope of benefit from a return to his former courſe of me- 


dicine. On propoſing himſelf to try Nitrous Acid, the 
ſurgeon of his regiment aſſured him that if the complaint 
hogs be removed for a ſhort time, it would {till return. 

At length, ſuffering and anxiety induced him to conſult 
me. I need hardly ſtare that I adviſed the trial of the 
Acid: after an interval of ſeveral months, I had the ſatif« 
5 8 of — the dj pine _ 


To DR. en 
8 , | \ ; 4 


„ Sin, | . Dublin Jen. 14th, 1800. 
Tux leaſt return I can poſſibly make for your kind» 
neſs in anſwering my enquiries relative to the Nitric Acid, 
1s to give you information that apparently it has per- 
- fectly cured me of the remains of venercal poiſon, lurking 
in my conſtitution, and attacking my throat; I purſued 
the uſe of it, with very little remiſſion, near fourteen 
weeks, increaſing the doſe gradually, until, for the laſt. 
ten days, I took three drachms in a quart of water, with 
out the leaſt inconyenience to my teeth, gums, or ſtomach: 


— 


/ 


** the advice of an eminent ſurgeon of this city, I then 


Grp 


. 3 1 e 
dropt the uſe of it e in the courſe of the 4 
J had every reaſon to ſuppoſe I had a ſtricture, which 
originated in a very bad, and protracted clap, cured two 
years before. My throat continues perfectly well, and as 


F I am aſſured, free from any appearance of venereal infec- 
tion, while my general health is much the ſame as previ- - 


ous to the uſe of the Acid. If venereal ſymptoms ſhould 


never recur, iy reſtoration to health will 55 een 
to the uſe of the Ab 1 | 
x: 
- In my 1 1 requlefied; e if 0 * 
ſhould re- appear, adding, that in this caſe, I could afford 
the patient in another Acid an additional chance, equal at 
leaſt to that which he bad already taken. ' But notwith- 


} 


ſtanding this conditional ie I have 1 no 


farther intelligence. | 
Tus ſubje& of relapſes I Joon already — 

5 FT Farther inveſtigation. The proportion of primary 

and ſecondry failures under Mercury, it is at once deſir- 

able and difficult to aſcertain, From the fate of the ſu- 

gitive inmates of hoſpitals, it will hardly be aſcertained 


with certainty, unleſs ſome ſmall gratuity could be allowed 


them for re-extiibiting themſelves at given intervals, 
From what has tranſpired during the preſent controverſy, | 
and the inveterate Caſes that have occaſionally preſented - 
_ themſelves at the pneumatic inſtitution, I ſuſpect the o- 
currence to be much more frequent than is thought. It 
ſeems probable that the patients who relapſe after treat- 
ment in hoſpitals, rather than return, frequently chooſe to 
exhauſt their ſcanty means, when they have any, in the. 
purchaſe of quack medicines, and that they finally hide 
their heads in obſcurity, and die in all the miſery of de- 
| ſpair, ſuperadded to all the agony: of diſeaſe, There are, 
1 fear, relapſes, aſter which the combined power of Mer. 
_ Eury and of Acids, will be required to the patient's ſecu. 


1 
t 
17 
; 
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Fit. The plan of treatment 1 ſhould purſue, where per- 


petual tendency to relapſe rendered the inveteracy of the - 


Caſe no longer doubtful, would be diverſified ggurſes, 


| beginning each before the ſymptoms remoyed by the 
preceding were likely to re- appear. 


Tuns general conſiderations will go far towards ac 
counting for the unſucceſsful Caſes of which the publie 
hat heard ſo much. Three others are however to be 
added; experimenters uſually ſucceſsful, where they found 


* conſiderable reſiſtance on the part of the diſeaſe, were 


very properly cautious how they 'blindly puſhed the Acids 


to an extreme. Dr. Currie thus accounts for his own 1 


failures. In general, at the Plymouth hoſpital, as Mr. 


Hammick aſſures me in a letter, dated Auguſt 18, 1800, 


when © the ſymptoms did not in two-or three weeks ſhew 
« ſigns of great amendment, they diſcontinued it, and 


- «adminiſtered Mercury in ſome form or other for a few 
2 days, and then recurred to the Acid,” There was no 
reaſon why it ſhould not thus be left to time to ſettle 
without violence, the juſt meaſure of the power of 


this agent. But where the praQtitioner perſiſted long, he 


- 


often found his perſeverance rewarded; and the number 


of inſtances in which the operation of the remedy was 
ow, are numerous enough to prove that its Py. | 


diſcontinuation often prevented ſucceſs, 
IGNORANEE in the application of a medicine, af which 
me doſe has not been properly fixed, and which was com- 


moniy exhibited in a ſingle form, will ſatisfactorily „ 
many unfayourable reſults, Would not Mercury in 


Mele circumſtances haye often been tried in vain ? 


AFTER all theſe deductions there may {till remain | 
Caſes in. which no management- could render Acids or 


analogous ſubſtances ſucceſsful. This remainder, com- 


% red with the ſimilar incurable remainder after the uſe of 


* will give the ſtandard of the power of each or⸗ 
| der 


1 F ; 


a) 


der of az agents. And with all thoſe who are not. lifpoled e 
pay a certain eſſayiſt the compliment of crying out after 


him  ConclamaiSn «ft, the importance of ſettling this 
ſtandard muſt be a great motive for wiring ſtill . 


accumulation of evidence. 
Wirz writers, otherwiſe e and in no hape 


| diſpoſed to ſhrink from the labour attendant on à juſt 


performance of their profeſſional duty, it has been com- 
mon to repreſent the accumulation of medical teſtimonyy 


as endleſs and unſatisfactory. Such language is no doubt Fe 


ſingularly ſoothing to two great diviſions of the members 


of the medical profeſſion; to the reſolutely idle; and to 


thoſe whoſe whole induſtry is employed in gathering gold. 


The ſentiment, however, is little conformable to accurate 


views of the mariner in which medicine has gone on to 
improve, and in which it muſt long continue to go on. 
For the elements of medical opinion, are obſervation and 
teſtimony; the latter comprehending/ vrhat is received 
orally from teachers of various name, is always conſider- 


able, and often conſtitutes nearly the whole maſs. Aceu- 
rate obſervations are the natural corrective of inaccurate, 


Inſtead of whining. over the voluminous atteſtations in 
favour of the anti-venereal virtue of guiaicum and ſarſa- 
parilla, the more numerous atteſtations which obtained - 
for Mercury a juſt triumph over theſe rivals, ought to be 


quoted as an eternal monument of the utility of multi» 


plying obſervations ? Truth can only be endangered, and 


its ſtruggle with error prolonged by the ſilence of com- 


petent witneſſes, And their competence being preſup- 
poſed, the ſooner they appear, and in the greater number, 
the ſooner will truth be eſtabliſhed in her rights. Shame 

is ſtill at hand to deter authors from venturing abroad 


with intentional falſehood, or hazarded belations. And 


in the light which one will throw upon the other we ſhall 
more een from the ſpurious docu- 
— 5 3 5 ment. 


( 


ment. Vene modeſt men may prefer imparting Gel; 
| 2 perſonally to their friends. But ſpoken words 
5 are too fugitive to convey full and ſafe information, or to 
5 bs ſuſceptible of a ſatisfactory examination, and it is now 
hardly neceſſary to expatiate upon the advantages of the 
eſs, Neither can I ſympathize with men, candidates 
7 mes the higheſt of all human truſts, who ſhrink in idea 
from the labour of ſtudying a few additional volumes, 
when ſuch labour is to qualify wen for che ee of 
that truſt. LA | 
Oil x let the teſtimonies be dircumitantially W = 
let them be the very reverſe of ſuch as have been uſhered: 
into the world under the names of Mr. B. Bell, Mr. Hea- 
viſide, and Mr. Blizard, To theſe, in the preſent ſtage of 
. the controverſy, we may apply the words of a member of 
the ſurgical profeſſion, whoſe labours have not ſucceeded in 
proportion to his candour and general good ſenſe ; „In- 
formation concerning the efficacy of any particular 
mode of treatment ought never to be conveyed to the 
public in the form of general, unqualified and poſitive de- 
clarations, until confirmed by experiments made upon a 
large ſcale, and ſanctioned by time and the concurring 
teſtimony of others. Where precautions of this nature, 
are ſlighted and neglected, the records of medicine will be 
. perverted from their principal deſign, and prove but too 
, oftenthe repoſitories of miſconception and error.” Pear- 
ſen on Luss Henereaß 1800, p. li. What would have been 
ſaid of the aſſerters of the anti- venereal power of Acids, | 
had confined themſelves to general terms? Or, in con- 
ſequence of ſome revolution in logic, has evidence leſs 
circumſtancial, become ſufficient to prove a MT to 
prove it too in the face of poſitive teſtimony? ) 

Bur it is probable that the analogy between Mrencitls | 
and Acids, in their effect on the mouth, and on the ſa- 
youp glands, will more * the 5 chan hundreds 
| ＋ 


/ 


—— 


Ri, „ 


„ additional reports, ever ſo favourable. The cireum- 
ſtances under which this has been aſcertained, are not 


indifferent to the queſtion. They crown Dr. Scott's 


merits with that nobleſt of all decorations to the cha- 


racter of a philoſopher, a love of truth, not to be ſhaken: by 


DYE by pot heſi s or ambition! From “ a few, although deciſive 
“ caſes, this phyſician told us, that he ſuppoſed bathing in 


« Nitrous Acid, properly diluted, with water, to be. ſtill 
« more effectual than its internal uſe. This ſuppoſition 
he publiſhed on the 5th of Auguſt 179% On the 20th. 
of Odober, of the ſame year, he wrote, by one of the 
overland diſpatches, from India, to the editor, to ſuppreſs, 
if poſſible, the paper which'held forth that hope. Such 


was his anxiety to avoid injury to the'cauſe in which he 
was engaged, or deceiving the world, that he would not 


wait for the ordinary conveyance. In oppoſition to ſuch 


a fact, and with nothing whatever i in the conduct of any 


individual to ſupport him, an author has baſely inſinuated 


againſt the ſucceſsful experimepters with Acids, a charge 


of eventual perſeverance in their . wo dene 


viction. 


Tas ſame Dr. Scott, under date of — I «th, 1796, 


| raphy, c that Nitrous Acid, affe&ts the mouth, by im- 
« pregnating the habit, like Mercury, with pure air, 
« It certainly,” ſays he, “ produces. a flow of ſaliva, a 


« ſwelling of the gums, and, when carried to a great ex- 


« tent, a pain about the throat and jaws that exactly re- 
« ſembles the effects of Mercury (See Collefiion, p. 3.) 
Notwithſtanding the ſimilar experience of ſome obſervers 
in Europe, I diſbelieved this. ſimilarity bf effect between Ni- 
tric Acid and Mercury, as firmly as I have always done, and 
ſtill diſbelieve the impregnation of the ſyſtem with oxygen 
by either agent. With many others, I imputed all theſe 


effects to the ſharpneſs of the Acid, brought in contact 


with the gums, and the excretory ducts of the ſalivary - 
| | | | glands. 


/ 


> 


(ant), 


FR The i important communications, now ble 5 


obliged me to alter my opinion; and I have endeavoured 


to aſcertain this important coincidence by trials, which, 
taken with the other reports, will, I hope, be ſufficient to 


put an end to all uncertainty. 
Exyzzximent I. The firſt patient for whom I . 
 refted the acidulated bath, had uſed a mercurial girdle 


for the itch, and had, in conſequence, for many 
months been ſubject to ſevere univerſal pains, with in- 


ereaſing weakneſs and emaciation. She went rather 


above the pit of the ſtomachy for ſeven or eight ſuc- 


ceflive days, into tepid water, rendered very ſharp with 
' ſulphuric Acid. No mitigation of the complaint took 
place; but one of the family told me that her mouth had 


become W I myſelf ow the patient but 


once. 


ExrxixMENT II. Mrs. 1 ſubject to pain | 


in the right bypochondrium, and under the right ſcapula, 


with a dry cough and fallow complexion ; was ſeized 
early in June laſt, with the moſt violent inflammation of 


the liver I had ever witneſſed, This was treated with 


molt rapid ſucceſs, by bleeding and ſaline aperients, with 
cold water and ice freely taken, 


On the return of the former ſtate, 1 directed the foot 3K 


and legs to -be kept for an hour twice a day in warm 
water, ſharpened with ſulphuric Acid. A drink lightly 
acidulated with an Acid, conſiſting of ſulphuric Acid and 
oxymuriate of potaſh, to the quantity of ſixty drops in 
twenty-four hours, was at the ſame time taken. On the 


ninth day, there was a fulneſs of the throat, a roughneſs 


- of the palate, inflammation of the gums, and pain in biting 


| firm food, with increaſed flow of ſaliva. | 2 


Ins ſkin of the legs was very ſore, and coveted with 
2 * . in this and all the other Caſes, that where 


any. 


. | 11 ) = | 
any ſpot was particularly fretted, might b covers wth | 


oil. 

Tux event of theſe caſes led me to model my fubſe- 
quent trials on a ſtricter plan, as far as I could do it con- 
ſiſtently with the advantage of my patients. hs 

ExrERIMENT III. A lady, after deep and continucd 

ſorrow, complained of great ſoreneſs on preſſing her hand 

under her right ribs, and of much occaſional pain in her 
right ſhoulder, while an enlargement and induration could 
very diſtinctly be felt in the right hypochondrium, She _ 
had gone through ſeveral courſes of mercury during the 
laſt eight years, of which the latter could not be kept up 
long, on account of the debility they produced, and alſo 
on account of an intolerable pain in the back part of the 


head and the nape of the neck. I had myſelf been baffled, . * 


like my predeceſſors, in attempting to cure this patient 
by a cautious uſe of. mercury, and was obliged very ſoon 


do deſiſt. During the latter part of this proceſs I had | 


diſcovered that the lower extremities were anaſarcous, 
and that the urine was very ſcanty. Gravel in the kid- 
neys had long ſubſiſted. After all effect of mercury had 
ceaſed for ſeveral weeks, I propoſed the uſe of tepid 
water, acidulated with ſulphuric acid. After bathing the 
legs five times, for an hour, taking the acid half bath 
four times, and the whole bath once for the ſame time, 
ſhe had a copper taſte identical, according to her own 

ſenſations, with tht produced by mercurials. She had 
alſo ſore. mouth; 92 gy gums, tumefaction of the ſub- 
maxillary glands, and greatly increaſed flow of ſaliva. The 
liver was particularly ſore on preſſure, and the right ſhoul- 


der very painful, wine aching parton the hindhead was 
alſo ſevere. 


An accident which befel the bathing eppitatus defeated 
"7 intention of ee the mouth ſore, as long as the 
"0 © conſtitution 


(„ 


| un would bear the proceſs, or ell the dle 
ſhould be ſubdued. 


EXPERIMENT IV. In a fortnight the whole affection 


of the mouth had ſubſided, and the bath was reſumed. 
After ten bathings the mouth became again as ſore 
as at firſts and the liver tender; the ſkin not being ſo 
much fretted as to oblige us to deſiſt from the bath. 
On Wedneſday, Auguſt 27, 1800, the mouth- was 


| ſorer, and the falivation more copious than under any 


. courſe of mercury. One morning the tongue was ex- 
tremely ſwelled. The bath has now been continued a 
month, with but one day's intermiflion, but with ſome 
variation of ſtrength. The time of immerſion has 


been from an hour and a quarter to an hour and a 
half, the degree up to the neck; for when I found there 


was no danger of ſudden and Fen ſalivation, I directed 
the full bath. 


On the firſt ſoreneſs of the mouth the liver became — 


5 more ſenſible ; but it is now much leſs ſo. 


Tux ſpirits are good, the ſtrength increaſed, and the 
whole perſonal condition the oppoſite of that produced 


by mercurial courſes of equal ſeverity in reſpect to the 


5 mouth. The-aching of the head and neck was at firſt, 


as uſual, excited, but it has now neatly ſubſided. 


Tux urine has increaſed under the uſe of a grain of 8 


digitalis twice a day, and the œdema is diminiſhed. 


I Carried with me a ſurgeon, who had much attended 
to the ſpecies of ſctor produced by mercury; and he 


pronounced it identical in the preſent caſe. 


___ ExeprimenT V. A gentleman, who had been much 
afflicted with a liver complaint in Bengal, and had brought 


away with him the ſymptoms of chronic hepatitis, had 


nearly leſt them all, from the ſupervention of a ſtate 


aun, N able . him to 


any 


0 _ 7 | 

any other l the vain uſe of nous oxide gas 

for ſome time, I hoped to diminiſh the ſum of his painful. 
ſenſations by the effect of acid bathing on the chylo- 
poretic organs, which I ſuppoſed, from various circum- 
ſtances, not to be completely reſtored to a healthy ſtate. 

AFTER eight immerſions of an hour and a- half wh, | 

twice a day, he had ſoreneſs of the mouth, ſome increaſed 
flow of ſaliva, and a braſſy taſte, with diſtinct redneſs 
and ſwelling of his gums. During part of the courſe 
he had a return of a former diarrhoea, a complaint then 
very general. For two or three days he obſerved that 
he had a ſtrong inclination to ſtool after quitting the 

bath, A drachm of 'camphorated tincture of opium in : HM 
chalk mixture ſtopped the violence of the diarrhoea, and - 
for the laſt three days of bathing he had no bowel com- 2 
plaint. Till within three weeks of his beginning to 
bathe, this patient took daily from forty to eighty drops | 
of the compound acid, with no affeckion of the inourh he. . 
whatever, | RES 

* | ExPERINENT VI. A lady, OED after Fe api 1 2 
had anaſarca, attended with indigeſtion and imperfect ſe=-. 1 
cretion of bile, bathed her legs in acidulated tepid water 

for four days, an hour each time, and then uſed the acid 

bath five times. Her mouth became ſore, ſhe 2 more 

than uſual, and had a coppery taſte. 5 
ExPErIMEnT' VII. After the interval of a fortnight 

(the ſoreneſs of the mouth having gone off) ſhe was ſa- 

livated afreſh, by ſeven immerſions up to the neck in 

the acid bath; at the ſame time ſhe took ſmall doſes 25 

of tincture of digitalis, The ſoreneſs of the moufin 

laſted five days aſter quitting the _e of the A ri i 

ſkin was made very ſore. | 2 
Exeermment VIII. A lady, e i . 

laboured above twelve years under chronic hepatitis, com- e 

r to me of pain in the right ſhoulder; ſhe, was ſub- 

. ject 


* 


— — 


— — 
— — 
- 


». 
Ig 
o 
D 
1 
4 
Fn 
| 
1 
4 
'h 
m i 
FP ' 
= 
iſt! 
= 
1 
7 
1 
o U 
o 


1 
F 
t 
3 | 
b 1 
411 
N 
= 
| 
"#3 
| 
3 #1 f 
* [1 
+ . 9 


[ih 
1 
"4 
fl 
14 


w 5 
| JoAto bilious vomitngs and the ſtools hewed want of ble 


in the intervals. She was exceſſively byſterical, and par- 
ticularly ſubject to thoſe numbneſſes, which in ſome hyſ- 


tetical people occaſion much groundleſs apprehenſion of 
approaching pally. 


Ow bathing ſix times, rather above an hove each time, 
ſhe complained of a coppery taſte and a ſore mouth, with 
roughneſs in her throat. Her ſkin was very fore in 
patches, but. oiling prevented any great inconvenience. 


Aſter the two firſt baths this patient mentioned to me, that 
inſtantly on going into the water conſiderable pain in 


the hypochondrium and right ſhoulder came . and that 
they continued till ſhe came out. | s 
| ExpErIMENT IX, After a forwight, the ets. being 
in a natural tate, five baths produced in the ſame patient 
a coppery taſte, inflamed gums, and pain on biting hard 
food. The fame ſoreneſs in the right hypochondrium 
and ſhoulder now alſo occurred on the three laſt emer- 
ſions, 

EXPERIMENT X. An accidental in . of nine 
days now took place. The ſoreneſs of the mouth went 
off. A third courſe of acid bathing has now been con- 
tinued once a day for eight ſucceſſive days; the effect on the 
ſkin during the firſt three days was conſiderable, and in- 


| duced me to lower the ſtrength of the bath: eight ounce 
_ meaſures of ſulphuric acid, inſtead. of ſixteen, were uſed 


for nine ſucceſlive times, and no ſenſation whatever was 


perceived in the mouth, and the ſkin was hardly at all fret- 
ted, The bath was then raiſed to its original acidity, and 


now, on the morning after the fourth. bath, the coppery 
taſte followed ; the next day there was redneſs of the 
gums, and ſoon after ſoreneſs, and a little flow of ſaliva: 
in this patient I did not chooſe to carry it far, The 
ſkin was fretted, and eruptions had taken place before the | 
n taſte was perceived, From the variation of this 
laſt 


29 1 Was TT W327 4 


: 
t 
- 
- 
e 
d 
8 
d 
Y 
e 
: 
e 
» 
2 


r 
(C xxxvii 
Fg 


hiſt experiment it appeared that, in a patient” patticulaily 


ſuſceptible, no affection of the mouth followed as ports * | 
the ſkin was very lightly ſtimulated. 
ExpERIM ENT XI. The author uſed the bath ſix duns 5 


he ſtayed in from an hour and a quarter to an hour and a | 


half; each- time his ſkin ſmarted more than the former, 
but there was hardly any eruption. A metallic taſte and 
ſoreneſs of the teeth were ſlightly felt after the two laſt 
immerſions. An acute illneſs, brought on by exertion 
during the exceſſive heats of Auguſt, fruſtrated his ale 


5 of puſhing the experiment to a greater length. 


- ExeerimenT XII. « At the ſuggeſtion of Dr, Bed." 
does, with the view of aſcertaining the effects of the 
« experiment, being in perfect health, I began, on Auguſt 
* 12th,” to uſe the acid bath. During the interval be- 


© tween Auguſt 14th and Auguſt 20th, I bathed once 
. « every day generally remaining in the bath for an hour) | 
& without perceiving any notable effects, 


„ Ow Auguſt 21ſt I neglected to bathe: On the 22d 
4 bathed both in the morning and at night, remaining 
«in the bath nearly an hour and three quarters each time. 
4 On this day flight eruptions began to appear on parts 
cc of the ſkin: On the 23d I bathed twice; my gums, | 
examined in the morning, appeared redder than uſual | 
& about the baſes of the teeth; towards the evening 


( they became a little painful: On the 24th the redneſs 


4 and ſoreneſs of the gums were increaſed, I thought the 


«ſecretion of faliva greater than uſual; my breath had - 
no fortor. At this time I was obliged to deſiſt from 


« the experiment, in conſequence of a violent diarrhœa, 
« which had been lightly felt during the two preceding 
days, and which was probably occaſioned by cauſes ; 
« eee with the 1510 n 8 25 
my H. Davy.” 
| September uf, 1800. 1 e 
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ExrzaiAzxT XIII. Lord applied to me 


with anaſarca of the limbs and lungs, accompanied by 
great general debility. The effuſion being removed by 
digitalis, I adviſed the acid warm bath. It was firſt uſed 
| fifteen times (twice a day for five days) from half an 
hour to ſiſty minutes. The three laſt days a rally wa 
with tenderneſs of the jaws, was felt. 
Exesziment XIV. On 3 the bath, an an 
Interval of eight days, during which a, ſmart diarrhoea 
occurred, and uſing it ten times (for three days twice 
. a day, and ſometimes for near or quite an hour) the braſſy 
taſte recurred, and ſevere ſoreneſs of the mouth. The 
following is near the cloſe of the patient's. own diary 


during this proceſs : „Aug. 24, bathed the 19th and 20. 


« times; ſtaid each time 50 minutes in the bath; felt in 


« the evening ſmarting on ſeveral parts of the ſkin; 


« diarrhea, nearly gone off, 


« AUGUST-26. Diccrhors ants gone off; bathed 1 


e hour this morning; irritation of the ſkin, e 

« obliged to rub. with ſweet oil on ſeyeral parts j renewed 

« the acid.” ¶ It is to be obſeruedi that during three days of 

this ſecond courſe; imperial with à little compound acid, had 

| been uſed as a beverage.) © Bathed: 50. minutes at 

"oP night; took an alterative pill, Leptorning mme 
4 grain of powder of digitalis],. 


. © Abus 27. Perceived a light ſwelling and forenets 2 


on my palate near my upper teeth, the braſly taſte 
« ſtrong after breakfaſt, frothineſs of the mouth, ſpitting, 
ee the irritation of the ſkin rather-increafing ; and in ſeve- 
ral parts ſcalineſs and roughneſs. - BONES: in the even- 
« j ing 50 minutes.“ 

Ars the mouth was e h as I was ex- 
amining his gums, which were red and turgid, the patient 
perceived my drift, and ſaid his mouth was excaſſuey 4. 

5 cult to affett by nn. | 1 
| 5 Ho Tur 
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Tur ſtrength of the bath was from 12 to 44 cunee 
meaſures of ſulphuric acid of commerce to about 8o gallons: | 
of water. The bathing · tub was not an economical one. 


Tun temperature of the bath was between go® and 


969 as moſt agreeable to the patient. From theſe ex- N 


periments I pretend not to deduce general concluſions as 
to the effect of acids externally applied, or to demon- 
ſtrate! the utility of acid bathing. 1 have it only 
in view to prove that it produces a metallic taſte, 


renders the mouth ſore, and often (when carried a certain 2 


length) inflames the ſalivary glands. I am not at all en- 


titled to decide whether a ſmaller or greater irritation of 


the ſkin will produce in à greuter or leſs degree the ſym-" 
direct impreſſion may prevent the effects on the mouth. 


As little can I determine the comparative effect of different | 
acids; though J am not diſpoſed to aſcribe any preroga- 


tive to nitrie acid, on the ſuppoſition of its more readily 
giving the ſkin oxygen. I do not think that the in- 


flammation of the mouth ſooner ceaſes/ than when excited | 


in equal meaſure by mercury,” The preſent is certainly a 
very mild and manageable proceſs, I have no ſeruple to 


believe that the female part of my patients would. have 


been · inſinitely more difordered by mercury, ad 


ſo as produce an equal apparent effect. In one caſe, in- 


deed, that ſtands ſtrictiy proved, I can at en 

nothing, as to the effect of acid bathing in promoti 
the excretion of gaſſes from the ſkin, Some curious 
experiments might be made on this ſubject; but che 
operator muſt take care not to be deceived by the air 
which the acid. expels from the water with the afliſtance 
of heat, and which ſettles in great abundance on the ſkin, - 
Except in Experiment III. and Experiment VI. I could 
never perceive the breath tainted; and of theſe it was only 
in Experiment II. that the true mercurial fœtor was diſ- 
0 4 | TY dns, 
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Lind ly pereepble, and on diſuſe of the bath the fore mouth 
laſted from ſix to nine days. I could not puſh the proceſs, 
for the ſake of gratifying my own curioſity, at the riſque of 
needleſs ſuffering to my delicate patients. Where the 
ſalivation is full and continued, I expect the ant: will y 
be affected very nearly as by mercury. BA 
SHALL we — conclude that ſo unexpected 4 coinci- 

dence between mercurials and acids eſtabliſhes their 
identity of operation? The coincidence itſelf is the moſt | 
powerful of all poſſible indirect arguments for the antive- 
nereal efficacy of acids, I am, however, far from being | 
perſuaded of the identity of the impreſſion of theſe. medi- 
cines either on the ſtomach or the ſurface : I ſuſpe&t: 
ſome diſparity in their firſt action, and, by conſequence, in 
the long train of actions branching out from that. The 
common happy effect of acids on the digeſtion, and the 
conſequences thence reſulting, ſeem to conſtitute an 
aſſential difference. General ſchemes (particular caſes 
will deviate from any general ſcheme) for mercurials 
and acids, drawn out according io our preſent information 
and the uſual doſes, muſt differ gr Pages as 


2 AC1Ds, Fs | 5 ve | MERCURY. 
Firſt _ or x. iN. F irſt impreſion or x. 
Unknown ebe motions Nee . unknown 
- thence 122. aſſociate motions, or 7. 
Strong 1 on | Weakneſs and emaciation, 
Piureſis, i i. e. e e Sore mouth. | 
Wy of the A | Salivation,. . 
| Diſeaſe cured. | 
. 


; ; | 1 . 
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| imitated fin, if if freely uſed | S in dne * 
e. , od 1 bits. 1 TY 3 
Sore mond WIR G Ulcers — vs 5 | 
n eee a) Gi rf f 
the m. 4; 4544 Pains | 
; . 9 9 
Diſcaſe cured, | HY Tumours, 67" 
| Pull bealth and and vigour | | Habit commonly dera 


II is reſpectably atteſted thieehe ſulphuric and Seen 
acids are very efficient in counteracting troubleſome 
ſymptoms; when mercury too powerfully affects the 


mouth (they alſo cure ulcers left by mercury.) Some 
difference, therefore, muſt neceſſarily exiſt in the action 


of theſe ſubſtances on the mouth (unleſs we ſhould 
aſcribe the alledged effects to the local operation of the 


acids); and it may frequently be obſerved of ſimilar ſub- 


ſtances, applied to the living body, that they have * 


conſequences in common, and others not ſo, 


I HAvE, I confeſs, been greatly ſurprized that acids, 
freely uſed, ſhould not oftener have occaſioned injurious 


conſtitutional effects; and I ſhould yet expect, that when 


made to affect the mouth ſtrongly, they would ſometimes 
produce a diſeaſed change in the habit. If the preſent 
publication ſhould ſtimulate the curioſity of the medical 
world, this will be one of the points moſt deſerving to be 


carefully aſcertained, Mr. Macartney has already re- 


corded ſome facts well worthy of attention on this head. 
1 8vUpPOSED: that the ſulphuric acid would fall little 
- ſhort of any other, and I ſought in my experiments the 


advantage of œconomy: I was not unmindful of the 


ſmall quantity of ſulphate of lead contained in the oil of 
Nen of commerce: 110 no 3 ſymptom aroſe 
7 | from 
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6. | 
from this combination; and none, I believe, has ever 
been ſuſpected to ariſe from ity when Rey is om 
ever ſo long internally. ; 
MX. PrAnsox, of the Lot Hoſpital, our lateſt writer 
on lues venerea, profeſſes to have had large experience of 
ſulphuric acid in the venereal diſeaſe, Beſides its power 
in checking the too ſevere action of mercury" on the 
mouth, he tells us, „ that when a bad ſtate of health 
- « prevents the immediate introduction of mercury into 

the body, or when the appearances are too equivocal to 
« warrant a prompt deciſion on the true nature of the 
« diſeaſe ; and more eſpecially if dyſpeptic ſymptoms, at- 
« tended with profuſe perſpiration, harraſs the patient 
4 and exhauſt his ſtrength; the elixir of vitriol will com- 
« monly remove theſe ſupervenient fymptoms, and give 
a temporary check to the progreſs of the diſeaſe : ne- 
& yertheleſs, the virus will ſoon proceed in its deſtructive 
& courſe, even under the conſtant exhibition of the acid. 
«] have often ſeen the elixir of vitriol, given in the quan- 
« tity of two drachms a day, evidently arreſt the progreſs 
4 of yenereal ulcers of the tonſils, and ſometimes venereal 
u blotches will fade and nearly diſappear during the uſe of 
it: theſe apparently beneficial effects, however, are never 
« permanent. I do not mean to affirm merely, that the 
« ſymptoms will recur when the acid is diſcontinued, 
« but that the diſeaſe will make a certain manifeſt advance 
at the very time at which this medicine is given in as 
« large doſes as the ſtomach ought to receive it | 
Ma. Pears8oN then goes on to obſerve, that he hes 
Found the vitriolic acid very efficacious in healing ulcers 
that remained nearly ſtationary, after ceaſing, under the 
uſe of mercury, to be venereal. He atteſts the power of 
this acid to theck the exceſſive action of mercury on the 
mouth ʒ and concludes by ſtating, that & ſome accounts 
G ** been e e nn men. 
| : N « neren 
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6 noteal virtues of the vitriolic acid · Tne wn of © 


' « many years has, however, been ſo little favourable to 
& expectations of this kind, that I have not thought it n. 
« ceffary to make- any further 94d with this medi- 
« cine. On Lues Venera, p. 146, 148. 

Tux ſheets, deſtined to diſtribute among mackin& - 


impoſing an opinion, were {till reeking from the preſs, © , 
when the property of ſalivating, without coming in con- 


tact with the mouth, already aſcertained with regard to 
the nitrous acid, was found to belong alſo to the ſulphuric. 


I know not whether this peremptory rejection of ſulphutic -. - 


acid from the claſs of antivenereals, founded on the pre- 
ſumption that the experience of twenty years had made 
Mr, Pearſon ſufficiently acquainted- with all-its qualities. 
relative to the venereal diſeaſe, will have its due effect in 
the preſent controverſy. I know not whether objectots 
will go on to ſay, that they « do not mean to give the 
merit of a new diſcovery to Mr. Scott, or to any of 
« the modern experimenters, for acids have been long 
4 employed by other practitioners in medicine“ But 
it is clear that this very previous uſe of acids has thrown 
an immenſe difficulty (whatever become of their merit * 
in the way of modern experimenters; for it is evident 


that if the ſulphuric acid had been a ſubſtance before un- 


known, what had been lately ſaid of it would have in- 
duced Mr. Pearſon to give it a trial. I know not he- 
ther the facts related in the preceding pages will ſhake the 


credit of trials with other acids, not more deciſiue tas 


thoſe at the Lock ' Hoſpital with the ſulphurie; and | 
whether they will teach the publie to ſuſpect that ma 

of the reported failures have ariſen merely from inſuff 
cient adminiſtration of the new remedies. The thou- 
fand tongues of prejudice and” cabal may ſtill proclaim 
through the. land, that after ſo much experience, none of 
ee as virtues of acids could remain unknown: 


* 


AY , . h but 5 


| (av J: 
bot I truſt; that ſome of hols whols trials have been 
hitherto unſueceſsful, and that many who haye been alto 
- - gether deterred from trials, will now have no ſcruple to 
. avail themſelves, in the firſt inſtance, of the external and in- 
' ternal uſe of acids, whenever mercurials threaten deflruc- 
tion to @ patient”s ny and wander oy have been 
in vain, 
Ir has been ſaid, that five trials by an old fingoon of 
& large experience, may chance to be worth y by ſome 
« other experimentaliſts. May chance! No doubt, an 
inſtructive truiſm ! Its reverſe is equally a truiſm, and 
equally inſtructive. In experiments, with remedies that 
come into competition with - mercury, large experience, 
joined to advanced years, brings with it full as many diſs 
advantages as advantages. There have been few accre- 
dited errors, in defence of which the ſenior members of 
the faculty, to which the queſtion belonged, have not flown 
to arms; and the dominion of truth has been extended 
only by the conſtant defeats of thoſe who have Og 
under the banner of age and experience. | p 
Alas] with what difficulty do men in general depart 
from the path upon which they are once ſet! And we 
phyſicians and ſurgeons! trained and accoutred for our oc- 
cupation as we generally are, how juſtly may many of us 
be compared to animals, whoſe ſphere of viſion is cir- 
cumſeribed by winkers! On we pace everlaſtingly in 
our old footſteps, perceiving juſt what lies before us, 
while every thing to the right hand and the left eſcapes 
us; or if, by a chance turn of the head, a glimpſe 
of unaccuſtomed Nats ane comes era, us, we 8 
froght * | 
us ftrongly atteſted efficacy of nitrous acid in th 
heyatich and the ' dyſentery of India, ſupports its claini to 
| ſimilarity of medicinal character with mercury, In reſpe& 
to Oy we {hall probably not be long without details. 
1 HAVE 


4%) 


lune ſeen temporary benefit from acids i in one d 
"of inveterate chronic dyſentery.” A gentleman had been 
ſubject, for above two years, to bloody ſtools, with in- 
tenſely ſevere, teneſmus; he had taken mercury, ipeca- 
cuanha, opium, and many other medicines. 

War I firſt ſaw this patient he had then ten or twelve 


looſe mucous ſtools, with lumps of hardened faces, and Ee 


fakes of coagulated lyinph, occaſionally blood, and exceſ- 
five teneſmus, The pulſe did not exceed eighty, After 
ſome days deliberation, I determined to recur to the acid 


bath; 1 was afraid of the free internal uſe of a mineral 


acid. He had bathed eleven times, with no effect on 


his mouth or complaint, when he was ſeized with violent | 


pain in the back, which confined him to his bed, and went 
off, after a large diſcharge of blood by ſtool. To ſuch 
ſeizures he told me that he had been long liable. On 
the ceſſation of the pain in his back his dyſenterie ſymp-" _ 
toms were ſo ſevere, and his weakneſs fo great, that he 
was apprehenſive of never being able to return home; 
and aſked me whether he had not better make the attempt, 
in order to ſettle his affairs The doubt whether he 
would be able to ſypport a journey of near 300 miles, 
and the probability that a complaint, which had been. 
regularly reducing him, would ſoon wear him out, made 
me venture to perſuade him to give the acids a full trial 
both internally and externally. My buſineſs was to pre- 
vent ſuch an interruption” as we had lately experienced, 
if the means were at all capable of preventing it. 
THe patient was accordingly directed to bathe twice 
a day for an hour; and, after trying cautiouſly whether he 
could bear the acids internally, either ſixty drops of com» 
pound acid, or two drachms of nitrous acid, were taken 
daily for a week, This plan progreflively diminiſhed all 
his complaints: his ſtools were gradually reduced to one 
ot two, figured and without any preteroatural appearance 
"" Bia or 
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ed ſtrength greatly; and his feelings were different 
from what they have ever been ſince his illneſs. At the 


end of the week, partly in conſequence of 'a change of 


weather from hot to cold, he found the acid liquor too 
much, and it was reduced to one drachm of nitrous 
acid; properly diluted, After the fifteenth bath, the 


ſkin was ſo fore and ſo full of eruptions, that he bathed 


5 only once a day; and even fo the ſoreneſs of the ſkin, 
1 particularly of the legs, increaſed : but the pain he had 


formerly experienced, and the evidently fatal tendency of 
the complaint, encouraged him to perſevere, Indeed his 


ſpirits, ſtrength, and appetite were ſo good, that he con- 


ſidered his itching and ſmarting as but a ſmall drawback 
upon the pleaſure of exiſtence. | 
Tus ſtate of the mouth continued, till the FED 
immerſion of the ſecond courſe, ſo perfectly unaltered, 
that I imagined I ſhould here meet with an exception to 


| _ the falivating power of acids: ſoon after that, however, 
there began to appear red and ſwelled ſpots on the gums. ' 


THe next day he obſerved that his teeth were more 


than uſually furred. (Mercury ſometimes has a moſt ſtrik- 


ing effect in determining the ſecretion of tartar), IW O 


days afterwards the mouth was very ſore. 


I addition to the analogies of hepatitis and dyſentery; 


it will, I think, be allowed, that if leſs mercury cures or 


falivates, when mineral acids are uſed at the ſame time; 
this is ſome argument in favour of their ſimilar powers. 


Here we find oppoſition of teſtimony't that on the af- 


_ Grmative fide is ftrong, „ In ſeveral inſtances,” ſays 
Dr. Currie, © where, after a courſe of nitrous acid, it 


has been thought adviſable to have recourſe to mer- 


* 


« cury, a very ſmall quantity of the ointment (in one caſe 


two drachms only) has produced complete ptyaliſm. 
53 + This has £14 ſo frequently, that Ido not think the 


4 | conjunction 


; * 


( m3 | 
* conjunction accidental. 5 (uin, p. 734.) 1 | 
correſpondent, X. X. Z. deduced the ſame concluſion - 
from ſeveral Caſes, adduced as unfavourable to nitrous 
acid. (ibid. p. 101—155.) Dr. Mitebell of Chatham, 
who was firſt a ſceptic, and afterwards an unbeliever, 
aſſerts as his final opinion, that “ a ſmaller quantity of 
cc mercury ſeems to effect a cure, and the appetite and 
« general health of the patient to ſuffer leſs than when 
4 mercury alone is uſed.” In,one of Mr. Hammick's 


letters will be found a remark, founded on his experience 
in twelve hundred caſes, that probably the conjunction 


© of mercury and nitrous acid would be preferable. to a 


ſimpler plan. Dr. Rollo, who ſeems to have put this idea 
to the proof much more fully than any other perſon, 


has fayoured me with the OI ſummary of be; "7 att 
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| LETTER Arr] Dr. Rouxo. N 5 
'Dzar Sin, 9 4 Fune, 1 ; 


THE information you have communicated to me, that 
you were furniſhed with materials, confirming many in- 
tereſting facts relative to the efficacy of nitric acid, as 


an antivenereal, and of curious particulars with regard to 


its operation, has not failed to afford me ſatisfaction; 
eſpecially as I continue to hold the opinion, that the new 
remedies deſerve every commendation. 
THAT the nitrous acid, &c. can remove both primary | 
and ſecondary ſtates of the venereal diſeaſe, are truths 
eſtabliſhed, and partly acknowledged. 
Bur whether theſe remedies will entirely ſuperſede . 
mercury remains to be aſcertained. " 
2 reſult of my experience and obſervation fince the 
ſecond 


6 


ſecond edition of my work on the Diabetes Mellitus, Ke. 
inclines me to think that a combination is the moſt effec. 
tual and certain plan of cure. | 
| - $Svcn combination, conſiſting of ſmall quantities of 
mercury, and conſiderable doſes of the nitrous acid, or 
7 oxyginated muriate of potaſh, daily exhibited; or com- 
mencing with mercury, or the new remedies, and pur- 
ſuing either for a fortnight, then diſcontinuing the one 
which may have been employed for the ſame time, and 
ſo on alternately. 
Born theſe methods I have adopted with ſucceſs, and 
have not obſerved a return, of the diſeaſe in any form. 
Though I cannot determine entirely the moſt preferable, 
yet I am diſpoſed to think the alternative mode will ulti- 
mately prove the beſt of the two. By either, the diſeaſe 
of remedy ſimply, or the diſeaſe ariſing from a combina- 
tion of the effects of the ' remedy and the 1 have not 
been produced. 
Tux digitalis is a remedy of great concern: to its 
utility we can add our teſtimony, in many caſes of erated 
lungs, of dropſy with increaſed action, &c. | 
-I Have had more experience in corroboration of what 
| has been advanced og diabetes mellitus, which, with 


farther accounts of our practice in lues venerea, will 


form a ſupplement to my work (it is probable) in the 

courſe of next winter. 
| 5 125 am, &c. 

2 r. Brppors. | J. Rot ro. 


[hn a Letter, dated 1 7th Auguft, Dr. Reach adds: "% 


You afk me whether [have marked the . ＋ 
| failures in venereal caſes from acids, &c, and mercury. 
TI really have not; as in our practice, when 8 adopted, 

we 


E an 


we have never failed with the former, except ſecondary © 
ſymptoms, returning after the primary ſymptoms have 


been cured, may be ſo denominated, and in fuch, ſo 55 


far as we have gone, I aſſign the moſt failures as 


following the mercurial treatment. You alſo aſk, 0be- 


ther it was from any failure that I abandoned the fimple 
acid treatment, Oc. or for greater diſpatch. It certainly was 
not for any ſubſequent failure; but it was that I might 
aſcertain farther the effects of a combination of the new 
remedies and mercury; and having been ſatisfied with its 
efficacy, I next wiſhed to aſcertain whether ſuch com- 
bination ſhould be by giving them daily together, or by | 
an alternate uſe of them; and I am inclined to prefer the 
latter. In theſe ways I think the cure is not only ex- 
pedited, but it is probable it may be the moſt determinate, 
as I have not hitherto met with any appearance of ſe- 
condary ſymptoms: nor has (às T-mentioned in my laſt 
letter) the Ciſcaſe of remedy ſimply, or the diſeaſe ariſing 
from a combination of the refnedy and the diſcaſe, been 
obſerved. N. | 
DR. RUTHERFORD bad before ſaid; IL have lately ſeen 
« an inſtance or two where the diſeaſe was ſo inveterate, 
& and the conſtitution ſo broken, that neither the nitrous 
tc acid nor mercury were adequate to cheek the progreſs 
& of the diſeaſe, - as trial had been made of both in fuc- 


4 ceſſion, but without any conſpicuous advantage. In 


« theſe, therefore, the acid has been uſed at the ſame ' 
« time with the mercury, and the two together 'have 
& produced a moſt favourable change in almoſt every 
& ſymptom.” (Reports, Johnſon, 1797, p. 67.) "This fact 
I know is capable of being eaſily reconciled to the opinion 
of thoſe who do not look on nitrous acid as an anti- 
venereal: and I believe the practice of giving nitrous 


acid with mercury, has been extenſively introduced in 


4ö x\- © > 
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tte courſe of the diſcuſſion concerning its anti-venereab. 


virtues. 
I vo not, in this on epo to relate what 1 have 


.. witnefled of the action of the nitrous or other acids in 


ſiphylis, though in ſome moſt inveterate ſecondary caſes, 


they have fully ſhewn their aſſerted powers. But it may 


be deſirable to lay before the reader, the means of ap- 
proximating towards an idea of the doſe employed by the 
Eaſt India practitioners. This purpoſe will be fully an- 
ſwered by the following ſtatement of Mr. Davy, who has 


attentively examined the varieties of nitrous acid. The 


compariſon is grounded on the datum. nite nM Mr. 
M Gregor. 

« THE ſpecific gravity of the impure nitrous tk | 
« of commerce, is rarcly above 1.47, or below 1.36. 35 
« grains of common pale yellow nitrous acid of ſpecific 
« pravity 1.406, graduallysmingled with 114 grains of 


pater, filled after, agitation and reſt at 63, a ſpace 


nearly equal to 130 grains of water, conſequently its 


« ſpecific gravity was 1.146, and 100 grains of acid of 


« ſpec. grav. 1.146, contain nearly; 24 grains of acid of 


1. 46. So that allowing the expanſion of ſtrong nitrous 
L acid, on increaſe of temperature, to be greater than 
that of more diluted acids, we may ſuppoſe that at 


« temperatures between 80? and 9oe, one ounce by 
weight of acid of ſpecific grav, 1.144, is nearly equal, 


« with regard to its quantity of real acid, to two drachms 


te of the ſtrongeſt. , nitrous acid of the ſhops, i. e. the 


&« acid of 1.47, and to more than three cee of the 
« weakeſt acid, i. e. that of 1.36,” 


Bxroxx the receipt of the papers that form the FP I 


collection, I had no expectation that mention would ever 


occur, during the preſent generation, of the uſe of ni- 


trous acid in ſea ſcurvy. In 1792, I brought forward a 


number of arguments tending to prove, that if the groſs 
OY | 


3 | 
chemiſtry of inorganic matter were at all applicable to 
the phznomena of life, it was in no inſtance fo applicable 
as in ſcurvy. It was evident, that if vegetable acids cure 
this. diſeaſe by oxygenating the ſyſtem, certain other 
acids and nitre muſt at leaſt be equally efficacious. 
The propoſal then made for employing theſe ſubſtances, 
ſeems to have been the immediate inducement. for trying 
nitrous acid with the ſelf ſame view in other diſorders. 
But in adopting a principle, it is neceſſary to be conſiſtent: 
and as the trials ſoon afterwards very candidly made by - 
Dr. Trotter, turned out contrary to the hypotheſis (ex- 
cept that acid of tartar appeared to anſwer in very 
{light caſes of ſcurvy), I very N abandoned 

my hypotheſis. 
Tux experiments I now public, are much more nume- 

rous than thoſe of Dr. Trotter; and in no reſpect the leſs 
worthy of credit, becauſe his, with different ſubſtances, 
had a different reſult. They by no means, however, tempt | 
me to take up again the opinion which 1 had caſt away. 
Neither do they induce me to propoſe nitrous acid for 
the cure of ſcurvy, where lemon juice or nitric acid can 


1 


be had. But they ſhew the propriety of providing ſniss 


with an article ſo unalterable, and occu pying ſo little room 
as nitrous acid. The acid compounded of ſulphuric 
acid and oxymuriate of potaſh, may be {till better; eſpe- 
cially as this takes away the diſagreeable taſte of water, 
| tainted by putrifying extractive matter. _ 
I ave at this preſent moment nothing to obſerve on 
Ciabetes mellitus. But, while I reviſe theſe papers ſor 
the preſs, [ have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing Dr. Scott's ac- 
curacy in another particular, confirmed by Dr. Gilby's + 
report of ſeveral cures of diabetes by nitrous acid, a 
circumſtance not indifferent to the preſent queſtion, ſo 
far asits iſſue depends on the character of a principal party. 
We could I with for a better inſtance in b of 
d 2 my 


6) 
my opinion, that uniformity of operation is not ink Gert 
ſible in remedies for the ſame diſeaſe. The compariſon 
of Dr. Gilby's facts, with thoſe publiſhed by Dr. Rollo, 

is curious; and I flatter myſelf that a collection of ſuch 
examples will change the taſte that has hitherto prevailed 
for theorizing in medicine. In my youth I remember to 
have been often told of a Shropſhire ſquĩre, whoſe humour 
it was to ſend his ſervants out in the evening upon the 
highroads to invite Welch travellers, mounted upon their 
little ponies, ' to his houſe, While the rider was enter- 
tained with the greateſt apparent cordiality, perſons in the 
ſtable were buſy ſewing. up the ſteed in an aſs's ſkin ; 
and the joke conſiſted in the half-intoxicated maſter's 
inability to recogniſe his own beaſt in the twilight. A 
difference in the two caſes muſt however be acknow- 
ledged. Our theoriſts go about their work with all gra- 
vity ; and nature, on her part, does not ſtand quietly like 
the poor poney to 2 ſtitched- up in the aſs's ſæin. 


Fd 


* K» 


—_—— 


Tur wit THAT ENLIVENS, and the bitternefs that 
envenoms a controverſy, periſh together as ſoon as a queſ-— 
tion is ſettled, Towards ſettling the queſtion, however, 
it may be of conſequence to expoſe foul practices, as the 
knowledge of theſe go into the ſcale againſt the fide 
by which they are reforted to. Partly for this reaſon, 
and partly becauſe J have been called upon by ſpectators, 

whom I believe to be impartial, Fſhall notice an allegation 
that has been dragged into day fince my collection appeared. 
To do juſtice to the talents that diſtinguiſh the literary 
champion by whom it has been brought forward, would 
require an eſſay as bulky as his on; ſo copiouſly might 
his depth, his dexterity, his candid. care not to miſunder- 
Rand or miſrepreſent, and, above all, his delicate regard to 


3 | | bring 


t RR: 
wh up no witneſs, not morally and intellectual com- 
petent, be illuſtrated from his firſt ans ſecond lucubra- 
tions. 

I wouLD not raſhly depreciate that ROM and variegated, 
race, but I believe that ſcarce any parrot, ever ſo well, 
taught, whether he be a ver- vert or of whatever name and 
colour, has bzenknown to repeat words and phraſes* more 
pertinaciouſly, or much more meaningly. Where the 
credit of a diſcovery is denied to Mr. Scott, and the mo- 
dern experimenters, becauſe they employed no ſubſtance. 
but what other practitioners have employed, we bow to 
chat ſagacity and equity which point a man out as 
fit to preſide in the capacity of Lord High Chancellor 
over authors claims. For, undoubtedly, the views with 
which theſe ſaline bodies were given in old and new 
times were identical; the bodies themſelyes were the 
ſame; the doſes were the ſame; all the diſeaſes to which - 
they were applied were the ſame ; and in ſpite of the cla- 
mour we have heard about ſuppoſed auygenants, the prac» - 

tice of medicine in no quarter of the globe is materially 
altered from what it was, and it is every where likely to 
continue the ſame. Then, again, what penetration is 
ſhewn in the exception to the Woolwich experiments, 
becauſe ſaturnine lotions, nitrated mercury, this and that 
gas, were locally applied? Do we not know that a hundred 
and fifty ſuch cures could be thus effected without any in- 


ternal medicine? "The thing js done every day. Here! 


' ſhould quote aline of Virgil in praiſe of thoſe who have the 
gift of diſcerning cauſes, only I am afraid it would be re- 
quoted; ; and there are admirers of a certain eflay, who rather 


"wiſh that the writer had reſorted to the ſtore-room of his 


own erudition, or to the dictionary of quotations, for a few 
ſcraps of poetry, a little leſs {tale than thoſe which ſeaſon 


* Mr. Blair's eſſay, p. 11. ſub. fn, paſlinge h 
wr 3 7:1. 
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his p pages. In a former pamphlet I had occaſion to eä, 
hibit at large the prophetic powers of my hero. On the 
16th of October, 1797, he iſſued a paper, plainly con- 


demning the new practice, notwithſtanding his on ex- 


perience was then very flight and not unfavourable.” I ſnhal!l 


here reproduce my abſtract of the caſes on which he 
founded a public judgment, adverſe to the ER 
experience of others, 

« Cast I. Page 125. April 4—Diſmiſſed, apparently 


' Eured by nitrous acid—had ein, taken mercury 


not heard of ſince. 
CAsxE III. P. 164. April o- Medicine taken from the 
10th to the 17th only—preſcribed at firſt in the doſe of 


4 drachms— patient complained heavily of pain, nauſea 


1 2 
1 


and cold in the ſtomach : ſaying the mercury (previouſly 
taken) had done him _ but that this medicine _ not. 
What wonder 

CAsE III. P. 166. May „ eruptions TY 
—2 drachms of nitrous acid produced gripes and ſick- 
neſs 'at fiſt—then agreed well—continued to the gth of 
June—after rubbing in 12 drachms of mereurial oint- 


ment, ſpots fade rapidly - cured by the ointment, 


Casz IV. P. 126. Sept. 21ſt—Bubo-ſlight phymoſis, 
preceded by gonorrheea—rubbed in a drachm of mercu- 
rial ointment on the 10th, 18th, and 20th—on the 21ſt, 
began the acid 2 ane the 2 Sth. of October, 
quite well. 


Cast V. P. 128. October 5th—nitrous acid=—2 


drachms occaſioned vomiting, pain in the bowels, and ge- 


neral tremor - wich more ſyrup, it agreed well. By the 
16th of October, one bubo leſſened a little, | | 
Casr VI. P. 240. Ottober about the 6th No effect 
cf the nitrous acid ſpecified previouſly to October 16th. 
Casz VII. P. 209, Oct, 6th—nitrous acid (2 
_Frachms) at ark cauſed violent pain and ſickneſs every 


doſe 


„ 
tl din 8 oz, ſyrup, agreed wel- OG. rel 
ſpots faded—17th, ulcerations of palate healed—Till Nov, 


25 getting better—afterwards, omnia in pejus ruere. 
.Casz VIII. P. 67. Oct. 6— Two drachms of ni- 


trous acid much diſagreed - medicine ſweetened, and next | 


reduced to one drachm— Warm bath—OCQt. 16, his noſe 
is well, and his pains are alleviated—The patient” s elope- 


ment cut ſhort the trial.” 
-T ness are, I think, all the caſes before OAober | 


11th, 1797. Thoſe occurring between the 11th and 


17th, could throw no light on the powers of the medicine. 
Though three out of five ææhibited favourable, or not un- 
favourable appearances about the date of the circular let- 
ter, (Eſſay, pages 130-2. 188.) and the two other caſes 
afford no contrary RY whatever (pages 157. 
222.) 

On conſidering | this abſtract, or recurring to the origi- 
nal, many readers would certainly pronounce that the 
treatment with the nitrous acid was full of promiſe; 
no reader, I believe, would pronounce it diſcouraging. 
How, then, is the contradiction between the obſerved facts, 
and the circulated judgment, to be explained 7/7 

On the caſe which I numbered caſe III. my critic ſays; 
c] deſcribed a caſe wherein was no venereal ſymptom 
te beſides © eruptions, which were of the puſtular form.“ 
« The Dr. having occaſion to notice this cafe, writes in a 
truly laconic ſtyle ; * puſtular eruptions any: as if 
<theſe were not ſufficiently characteriſtic of the lues ve- 
4 nerea,” *—To this, if dealing with an ordinary mortal, it 
might be replied that the Dr. did not write © puſtular erup- 
e tions only, as if theſe were not ſuſticiently characteriſtic ; 
neither did he, there or elſewhere, infinuate an opinion 
diſparaging to venereal eruptions. All he meant was an 
abſtract, * if true and full, was the better for being 


Ib. p. 320. 
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(1 ) 
laconic. But the Dr. feels himſelf under the ſame obliga⸗ 
tion to his commentator, as Pope was to Warburton, for 
finding out a meaning for his Eſſay on Man, of which he 


himſelf had never dreamed. 


Tuisis ſtill but little in compariſon of the annihilation by 
a ſingle daſh of the pen, of all the experience of X. V. Z. 
I know (and it is an extremely ſimple matter of fact) that 
the perſon deſigned by this ſignature has ſedulouſly treat- 
ed thouſands of venereal patients, and I believe that if the 
hundred moſt experienced practitioners in Europe were 
picked. out, X. Y. Z. would ſtand nearer the top than 
the bottom of the ſcale. Yet my author drily tells the 
public (and apparently without knowing who X. V. Z. 
is) that he is inexperienced. * See what great men will 
perforaſy and bold men attempt. We do not conceive. 
how even Omnipotence can have controul over the 

eternity that is paſt, 

In another matter in which he contradicts me, my 
critic ſurpaſſes all common underſtanding, and ſoars high. 
above the ordinary lagguage of mankind, I had ſaid that 


the principal ſucceſsful experimenters were either not 


ſanguine or remarkably ſceptical, I meant to expoſe 
what I ſtill think the raſh application of a trite maxim. 
T could have called on Mr. Baynton to witneſs, that I 


| orizjoally gave no credit to what was ſaid of nitrous acid 


in ſiphylis: no mote did the Plymouth experimenters; and 
thoſe at Woolwich were ſilent beforè trial. But « hold,“ 
ſays my author, © that is a miſtake,” and he fills me eight 


or ten octavo pages + with quotations, expreſſing conviction 


ſubſequent to experience. This points to a great im- 
provement in metaphyſics; for the conſolidation of hope 


aud poſſefion muſt inevitably render tie theory of the 


human mind more conciſe, and it is an idea altogether 
original; not however more original or more in point, 


9 jb. {+ 320. + Ib, p. 323 & >, 


than 


(nn ) 

than adducing the opinions of à number of per⸗ 
ſons who all wrote previous to the preſent controverſy, 
declaring mercury to be the only true anti-yenereal ſpe- 
cific. x Toa vulgar underſtanding it would ſeem that to 
bring up an old generalization in the teeth of new 
phænomena, Is in logic pretty much what ran, 


people by an ex pot facto law is in juſtice. 
THERE is no end ta the reſources of genius: and genius 


is ſometimes as viſible in the adaptation of an old, as in 


the invention of a new expedient. We know ſomethin 
about the ſtratagems employed by ancient legiſlators, to 


=, give ſanction to thoſe inſtitutions which were deſtined to 


_ civilize mankind, Now mark a modern ſtratagem for 
.  ſub/lituting ufeful truth in the place of error, which is much 
the ſarne thing, or, at leaſt, as meritorious. The ſentences 
in our, reviews ſtrongly reſemble the oracles of old. 


| They proceed authoritatively from unſeen lips. How 


does our author avail himſelf of this fact? he becomes 
partner of a review, perhaps its projector. Thus in 
his own caſe he himſelf, or a colleague for him, can pro- 
nounce deciſions+ under a neutral maſk, and he can quote 
theſe deciſions from his own review; and readers, ignorant 
of ſecret hiſtory, may take them in as good part as if 
they came from perfectly indifferent judges. 

Bur I muſt drop a ſubject of eulogy, to which I am 


unequal, and come to the allegation which I promiſed to 


notice. Some time then in Us winter of 1798-1799, 


I received an account of venereal caſes from a Mr. 


Charles Brown, of whom I then knew nothing. U aſter- 
wards ſaw a publication of his on ſcrophula, which ſatis- 
fied me as to the author's talents, In ſpring 1799, he called 
pyppon me, and among other things told Mr. Davy and 
myſelf, chat « Mr. Blair,” with whom be profeſſed much 


Ib. p. 273. | + P. 277, &c. &c. 


intimacy, 


* 


A 
. 


— 
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1 6 « bud given the nitrous qcid to his , p hylitie 


« patients in a very lopping manner.“ I ſaw him no 
more, and deſired not to ſee him. The following letter 


has ſince been publiſhed under his name, and, by its 
ſtation in the book, ſeems deſigned to crown all the argue 
ments and all the atteſtations * N new anti- 


vencreal remedies. 
« To Mr. BLAIR, 72 5 
9 SIR, 2 | - | P 
64 1 80ms time ago communicated to you and to Dr, 


4 Beddoes, ſeveral caſes of ſuppoſed cures in the lues 


+ « yenerea, by the new plan of treatment, Juſtice to the 
4 public requires me now to mention, that al! theſe pa- 
« tients experienced a relapſe of their diſeaſe; and that 
my former ſanguine expectations, reſpecting the anti- 
< venereal effects of oxygen gas, have not been realized 
« in the numerous trials I have ſince then made. Give 
& me leave alſo to ſuggeſt, that I have lately been to the 
« Medical Pneumatic Inſtitution at Briſtol, where Dr. 
„ Beddoes and Mr, Davy were trying the newly-diſco- 
« yered atrial anti- ſiphylitie medicine: but many of the 
- & caſes I then ſaw were very equivocal, and unfit for 
« deciſive experiments. | | 
J am, Sir, &c, &c. 
| * CHARLES BROWN.“ 
Hatton Garden, | 
December 18, 1799: | 


Tur Lies will be a ſufficient commentary upon 
this document. 

„ CixcuMsTANCES, with which you are acquainted, 
« enable me to affirm, that Mr. Charles Brown was 


” 
1 * 


15 7 25 ͤ K 
never Ke the Medical Pneumatic Inſtitution after Aprit 
4 1799. Whenever he was there I was preſent] do 

* not belirve that he ſaw any of the ſiphylitie patients. 
Jam certain that he never examined one of them. The 
« new compound mentioned in your notice, as you. will 
& readily recollect, was not diſcovered till July 1799. The 


« few caſes of lues that occurred at the Inſtitution before 


2 that period, were treated with nitrous acid, and no 
«other ſubſtance, ROW 


» #6 


75 


| 8 ja 4 Davy, 


No 3 has ever been tried in ſiphylitie 
caſes at the Pneumatic Inſtitution: and I diſtinctly re- 
collect that Mr. Charles Brown. never ſaw, much leſs 
examined, any venercil patient there. Indeed, I feel aſ- 
ſured that no ſuch patient had then applied. It'will be 
remarked how pat the relapſes in every caſe, and the failure 
of oxygen gas (of which Mr. Brown before ſpoke well) 
occur all at once, Had I todeal with an ordinary cpponent, 
I would not fear to aſſert, that he who could converſe 
with Mr. Brown three times, and afterwards lay any ſtreſs 
on his authority, muſt be diſqualified far ſitting on evi- 
dence touching the life of a lap- dog. No man, I ſuppoſe, 
would chooſe the alternative., I might add of the author 
; and publiſher of this ſelf-refuted lye, 


Neve in nos flalidg convicia fundere lingue 
Admiremur t95.— 
Bur ] leaye it to others to judge them both. In their 
reſpective works there are grounds pug: for ſuch as 
nates to examine cloſely, 1 


Having reflected with anxiety upon the means by 
which the public may be molt completely ſatisſied, with 
| | | the 


1 


the leaſt chance of embracing an erroneous opinion con- 
- cerning the real power of acids in venereal affections; 
I have fixed upon the following plan; it is eaſily prac- 
ticable, and muſt, I think, be deciſive. . The letter is to 
be underſtood as addreſſed to the members of the ſurgical ' 
profeſſion in general, with ſuch alterations as would adapt 
it to thoſe who have publiſhed no opinion. It is ſcarce 
neceſſary to ſay that I muſt have previous intimation of 
the intention of any one who chooles to co-operate with 
me by ſending a patient; otherwiſe 1 might be o ver- 
. by their multitude ; whereas by a certain num- 
ber of 1 my end . be fully anſwered. | | 


To Ar. PEARSON, Surgeon to the Lock Hi ical. 


/ 


Sin, 5 

1 840ULD in vain endeavour to make any impreſ- 
ſion upon you, by expreſſing my regret that you ſhould | 
have joined your authority to that of thoſe who deny the 
anti-venereal power of acids, You are fatisfied with 
your own concluſions, To me they appear unwarrant- 
able. In my apprehenſion you ought to have inferred 
that certain ſaline ſubſtances are true anti-ſiphylitics, but 
that they fail in ſome caſes, becauſe we do not poſſeſs 


| | them in a ſufficient yariety of forms. Indeed, at the 


concluſion of your work, you do make a ſmall conceſſion 
of this kind in favour of nitrous acid. : 
Bur it is uſeleſs to multiply words, And you have 
proved yourſelf too candid and inquiſitive to oppoſe the 
accumulation of facts. But let the accumulation of 
ſacts be at laſt effectual: let it relieve from their per- 
plexity thoſe who are embarraſſed by contradictory teſti- 
mony.: let it put our concluſiofis above the cavils of 
men whoſe productions are ſtained with the variation of 
each ſoil in the diſtricts of wrong-headedneſs, miſrepreſen- 
tation, and chicane. I do not, indeed, yet pretend to know 


( 


the -power of acids, in compariſon with that of mercury. 95 
But I affirm (what you deny) that acids will cure the 
venereal diſeaſe, both in its primary and ſecondary form; 
and that their pretenſions ought to be contraſted with the 
performances of mercury. I challenge you to 'co-ope- 
rate with me in bringing this point to an authentic deter- 
mination. Do you ſelect a certain number of patients, 
labouring for the firſt time under the ſymptoms of ſecon- 
dary lues, and ſuch as have taken no mercury, or none 
lately. If yowaccept my challenge, I requeſt” you alſo 
to let two or three other ſurgeons atteſt the caſes, 
 TcnarlLEnGt you further to ſelect a number of other 
patients who'have relapſed, after one or more apparently 
proper courſes of mercury. The writings that have ap- 
peared during the preſent controverſy, ſwarm with re- 
lapſed cafes. From this and other ſources of  informa= 


tion, it appears to me, that after a ſucceſſion of relapſes, oF 


ſmall dependance is to be placed on mercury; for a ſingle - 
courſe does not ſecure the patient, and often the medicine 
cannot be repeated, becauſe” it ſaps the TI Ag 1g with 
| little/mitigation of the diſorder. 
I Vxxp not fay that you ſhould be nice in your Ader : 
We muſt have perſons of regular conduct, and con- 
eerning whom we may be able to obtain information at 
a conſiderable diſtance of time. Such as would be con- 
tent to live at their own expence, and to receive gratut- 
tous treatment, would be moſt defirable. The expence, 
however, of maintaining a fe patients, ſhall not be an ob- 
ſtacle to the experiment. I hope to find perſons willing 
to join their contributions to my own, for the * of 
-folemnly deciding ſo great a queſtion. | 
” TI $#ovLD be extremely obliged to you for the com- 
munication of means for guarding againſt the ſecret uſe of 
mercury. I will ſpeedily acquaint you with ſuch as appear 
19 me the moſt effeQtual, We other [oe And 
$5 a 


. 


( 


whether you concur with me or not, I will endeavour to, 


execute this ſcheme. In ſuch a problem, when I think 


myſelf within a ſingle ſtep of incontrovertible certainty, 
I am not diſpoſed to ſtop ſhort. | | 
I vo not expect from you the objeQion that acids 
may perhaps be permanently effectual in India, but not 


in England. The neceſſity of ſwallowing a large bulk 


of liquid, is indeed more ſeverely felt in colder countries; 
and I am happy that we have obtained the convenient re- 


ſource of external application, a method which I expect | 


will daily come more and more into uſe with other me- 
dicines. But, indeed, I believe the army of reſerve of 
affirmative facts in Europe, i is too ſtrong for a one to 
venture an attack in this quarter. | 

In conſenting to confine the experiment to been 


| ary caſes, do not imagine that I admit the inſuffi- 


ciency of primary caſes, in a certain number, and of. a 
certain inyeteracy, as a teſt for anti-yenereal remedies, 
Whatever will cure ſuch primary caſes as I have ſeen 
cured by acids, ſuch as have been cured in Plymouth | 
Hoſpital and elſewhere, will alſo cure ſecondary caſes, 

heſe, indeed, ſeem ſometimes to be as much exceeded in 


intenſity by primary caſes, as they may themſelves exceed | 


prima caſes in extent. a wm" 
| $Hovin it prove that the hoſt. of eee who affirm 
the power of acids, have not been deceived, I will not diſ- 


' ſemble with you that I have further views, I hope, in this 
_ caſe, that ſome ſpirited enquirer will have the courage to try, 
by inoculation upon his on perſon, whether certain acids 


diluted only ſo far as to be tolerable for a ſhort time by 


any ſurface of the body, will not deſtroy the ſpecific qua- 
 lity of venereal matter. In the acid that ſhould do this, 
we might poſſeſs the double advantage of rendering 
innocent this morbid poiſon, and of determining the liv- 


ing parts to an action different from the venereal action. 
5 3 | | . 


/ 


„„ | 


Such a ſubſtance, eſpecially if it be at the ſame time vola- 
tile, may furniſh an inſtrument effectual for diminiſhing 


the frequency of the venereal diſeaſe, 
I HAVE not taken upon me thus to throw Jon the 


_ gauntlet, as thinking I excluſively poſleſs the medical 
proweſs neceſſary for the atchievement : but it is the part 


of the upright and conſiſtent man not to ſhrink from the 
ſtricteſt probation of what he believes true and uſeful. 


One of thoſe ſurgical ſages, who, with ſcarce any 


ſanction from experience, have ſtepped forward to paſs a 
- general condetnnation upon the acids, remarks, that 


« what was done ſucceſsfully at Plymouth, at Woolwich, | 
« at Briſtol, &c, ought to have been done at the Lock 
« Hoſpital ; for truth is the ſame every where.” I have 


ſhewn, from the evidence of dates, that in the firſt deciſion 


at the Lock Hoſpital, truth was not waited for. And if it 


may be ſuppoſed that the nature of the venereal diſeaſe is 
the ſame within the limits of our iſland, ſtill the art of treat- 
ing it by the new remedies may have differed as widely as 


2 the climates of Greenland and Bengal. But if you ſend 2 4 
mee triply and quadruply atteſted London caſes, and I ef- 4 | 


fect cures at Briſtol.in the moſt public and authentic © 


manner chat can be deviſed, will not the ſuſpicion, that in 


the event of contradiction, always attaches to individuality - 
and locality, inevitably vaniſh, and with it every 
other form of doubt be diflipated? But, indeed, upon 
the whole, there already appears to have been a much 


more public inſpection of the ſucceſsful caſes than of the 


unlueceſsful. 
I am, Sir, 
very reſpectfully, Yours, 
| Tromas Beppoes., 
Rodney Place, Clifton, 2 


October 10, 1800. 


* 


END OF THE PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 
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MR MAC GREGOR's 4 


5 AND 8 
D $COTT': 


LETTERS IN PROOF OF THE PEAMA 
N ä OF CURES | 


EFFECTED | 


I IN VENEREAL CASES 
r | 
"I nina 


15 


Bing: . 5 g Ok 2d neue, 1799. 
Ix fly 1798, I tranſmitted to you, from' the caſe 


books of the 88th- regiment, an account of my trials in | 


lues venerea of the Nitric Acid. I at the ſame time pro- 


miſed, that if at a future period any circumſtance ſhould 


occur that affected the Pry of the cures, I Would 


apprize you of it. 

Monk than a year having elapſed fince I ſent you the 
above account: and as during that period the cafes have 
been almoſt always under my eye, I am now enabled io 
ſpeak with confidence regarding the cures. _ 

Taz ſymptoms did recur in Foxe's and Bell's wa 
but all the others remain perfect cures, *. 

I fave uſed the Acid in a variety of venereal few 
ſince I laſt wrote to you ; but my unſettled and chang- 


ing ſituation did not Allow my keeping journals of te 
»* 3 


' caſes, ſufficiently correct to tranſmit to you. One cure 
Was, however, fo remarkable, that I eil recollect the 


B eircum- 


gs Oe 225 GE OP 
circumſtances very well. In Jerſey, in Auguſt 1998, T . 
viſited an officer of artillery, who had his mouth affected 
| ee times; by calomel, the blue pill, and, laſtly, by the 
| "i pill ointment ; but two buboes {till remained ſta- 
tionary, and reſiſted leeches and every external applica- 
tion. He had likewiſe ulcerations of the fauces, and be- 
gan to complain of his ſhins at night, He was of a 
ſerophulous appearance, had an irritable ſtomach, and his 
general. health was much impaired. - I made him at firſt 
continue his mercurial medicines, and along with them 
ſor the firſt week gave him ſmall quantities of the Acid 
(a drachm and a half daily). This had the effect of giving 
him his appetite, but the venereal ſymptoms remained 
unaltered. I then ordered him to leave off mercury _ 
entirely, and got him by degrees to take of the fuming: 
Acid of the ſhops, five drachms and a half daily. By the 
beginning of November every venereal. ſymptom had diſ- 
appeared; and when I left Jerſey he had perfectly reco- 
vered, and was doing duty with his corps. 
AT the time the 88th regiment embarked for India, 
I had three caſes of lues venerea on the Acid treatment; 
but they uſed it only ten days, when my ſtock of it 
was exhauſted. However, during the time that they did 
uſe it, chancres in one, a bubo in another, and ulcetated 
fauces in a third caſe, were gradually diſappearing. In 
order to ſee if the favourable change was owing to the 
Acid, I determined to give no medicine for ſome time; 
but in the courſe of eight days the ſymptoms in all gained. 


ground ſo faſt, and the caſes looked ſo badly, that I Judged 


it unſafe to delay longer; I exhibited mercury, and under 
its ule the three caſes were ſpeedily cured, | 
SINCE my arrival in this country, I have given the 
Acid in fourteen venereal caſes ; to of theſe are of ſome 
. ſtanding, and with ſecondary ſymptoms, and all the others 
are caſes of recent infection. Of theſe, nine are now 
25 8 | cured ; 


/ 


7 $: 9 
e three are under e cure; FRY with two the Acid has 


failed, but for-cauſes that can be readily aſſigned. I ſhall -- 


not at preſent detail theſe caſes to you, as I conceive that 
in fix or twelve months hence, when a cure or failure can 
with the utmoſt certainty be pronounced, they will prove 


much more ſatisfactory to you. I ſhall at preſent only i | 


remark in general, that in gonorrhea | the Acid has not 
been ſo ſucceſsful in my hands as in lues; that the gums 
ſeem to be more eaſily affected by the Acid in this coun- 
try than in Europe; that by bathing in it the mouth ap- 
pears to be ſooner affected than by taking the Acid inter- 
nally ; and that I think I have ſeen the lues run its courſe 
more rapidly, and appear with more inveteraey in this 
country than in Europe. 
Tux Dyfentery has for ſome dens boon very prevalent 
here. I have met with the greateſt ſucceſs by treating 
this diſeaſe, as well as ſome caſes of Hepatitis, with the 
Nitrie Acid. When a patient applied early enough to al- 
low me time to affect the mouth, 1 un nevet yet loſt a 
' caſe in either diſeaſe. 
My experience of the effects of the Nitric Acid'i is, 
however, on a very contracted ſcale, compared to that of 
many practitioners in this Preſidency; but in particular 
of Mr. Scott, who has obligingly indulged my curioſity. 
to ſee the firſt caſes where he uſed the Acid. From an 
examination of theſe caſes, I am firmly convinced of its 
having effected a permanent cure in ſome of the moſt in- 
veterate venereal caſes that occur. 
As I conceive that the aſcertaining ok a point as the 
permaneney of cures for ſeven years, will be highly» im- 
portant, I encloſe ar; Scott's letters, with the caſes. 
Jane Mac Grtcor, + 
e 3 nl HE Surgeon E8th Regt. 
To Dr, 3 Briſtol. | 


Bz 


(4) 


MN * Bombay, September 72 1799. | 
Dear Sin, | 


* 
* 


I SEND you an outline, taken from memoranda kept 
at the time, of ſome well marked caſes of Syphilis, for 
which 1 employed the Nitric Acid. Thoſe caſes oc- 
curred during the firſt fourteen months that I uſed the 
Acid as a remedy for that diſeaſe; and are ſo far valuable, 
as they prove that the cures' are permanent after a period 
of ſo many years, It has been ſaid, that the cures made 
by the Nitric Acid in Syphilis, are leſs to be depended on 
than thoſe from mercury. I have reaſon to be of a diffe- 
rent opinion. T- believe that when the Acid has been 
given for a proper length of time, and where it has ſhewn 
ſufficient indications of its having affected the mouth and 
the whole ſyſtem, that the cures from it are very com- 
plete. The leaſt favourable caſes for the Nitric Acid are 
thoſe where mercury (an analagous remedy) has failed; 
there it will often fail; but it will alſo be frequently at- 

tended with ſucceſs, 
I MIGHT have given you a much greater number of 


caſes ; but theſe were among the firſt in point of time; 


and the people who are the ſubjects of them are ſtill on 
this iſland, the laſt man only excepted. You have your- 
ſelf examined the firſt four, and have had their ſtory from 
themſelves. You expreſſed to me a deſire of ſeeing © 

ſome of the people who firſt took' the Nitric Acid for Sy- 
philis. If you think the matter of ſufficient importance, 


I have no objeQion to your anion their caſes to Dr, 
Beddoes, 


4 - 
* 


4 


You can in ſome meaſure judge, from what you bares 


already ſeen at this place, how far I was authorized in 
forming the concluſions that I have-done, with regard to 


| the effects of this Acid in Syphilis, and in ſome other 


No, 1. 
N 170 IT. Oar 21; 1793 


Essoor Wauskrn BALLA, æt. 24; 


H As a very extenſive dierte of the throat and ve- 


tum palati, The uvula is nearly deſtroyed, the amyg- 


dalæ are much ulcerated, the oſſa palati, I fear, are cari- 


ous. He can ſwallow nothing ſolid, and when he at- 


tempts to drink liquids, a part of them paſſes through the 


noſe. He attributes all thoſe complaints to an old go- 


norrhœa, which he caught on the late ſervice in Malabar, 
and for which he has taken no remedy. He has been 2 5 


for ſeveral months, and is daily getting worſe. 


November 22. He took the Acid for a fortnight, 7 | 


he began to get relief. He has now drank it for a month. 
The ulcers are nearly healed, and I expect in a ſe days 


that they will be quite well, The Acid has og his mouth . 


fore for twenty days paſt. 


Tims man you have examined. He peaks Engliſh 
well, and is very intelligent. Y ou {till ſee from the ap- 


pearance of his throat, and roof of his mouth, that the diſ- 
eaſe muſt have been very extenſive. He has never taken 
mercury; he got well from the Acid alone, and has re- 
1 m af ever ſince. 


3 | 


B3 


. . 


1 


| No. 2, 
October 20, 1793. 
BaiDass K1s9VRDAs, a Shroff 


AB our two years ago had chancres and bubo, 
for which his mouth was made ſore. with mercury. 
Thoſe ſymptoms were; however, in a ſhort time after- 
wards, followed by pains in the joints and bones, eſpe- 
cially during the night: for thoie fymptoms he took ſe- 
veral courſes of mercury, which relieved them for a 
time, but they always returned again. When I ſaw him 

flirſt, he had nearly loſt the uſe of his hands, arms, and 
legs, and he was diſtreſſed with nocturnal pains in his 
Joints and bones ; he had a Pr Eno e on 
many parts of his ſkin, - : 

He drank the Acid for a ant before bo found 
himſelf any better; he then began to mend, and, in the 
courſe of the month had, in great meaſure, recovered the 
_ uſe of his hands, arms, and legs. He till feels at times 
ſome pains in his legs, which I imagine ariſe from his 
being obliged in his ſtill feeble ſtate to walk a good 
deal, He compiains of ſome uneaſfineſs in the cheſt, Let 
him diſcontinue the Acid, which has made his mouth fore, 

November 27, Has left off the Acid for a week 
paſt, The weather is very cold. He feels ſome pain 
in the ſoles of both his feet, and alſo in one of his ancle 
joints. Let him uſe the Acid again as before. 

Hz-took the remedy for three weeks more, when he 
+ found himſelf pretty well. This man has remained free 

from any ſyphilitis affection ſince that time, without the 

uſe of any other remedy, ; 


l Oataber 24, 194 : 


n 


Sn denim BALLO0, @ Servant of the Rev. 
| EP BURROWES, | | 


THREE Months and a half ago be got nin on 


the prepuce, which are now extenſive: he has done no- 
| thing for them beſides applying to them ſome common 
ointment. In ſix weeks after the ulcers appeared, he felt 
pain in almoſt all his bones, which was worſe at night. 
The pain in the ſhins is very ſevere. The joints are ſtiff, 
and are uſed. with difficulty. A copper-coloured erup- 
tion, has appeared on the ſkin, which is worſe about the 
lower extremities. The ſkin below the nails of the 
fingers and toes is ſurpriſingly thickened, and the nails 
are gradually deſtroyed by a kind of ulceration that begins 
at their extremities, The ſkin-of the ſoles of the feet is 


| thickened; and there are ſores of a wah kind about both | 


the hands and feet. 


I MaDz him touch the chancres with 3 and 1 
gave him the Nitric Acid; at the end of a week he was 


ſomewhat relieved: he then got a feveriſh complaint, the 


paroxiſm of which came on at ten o'clock at night. 
(This is not a very unuſual effect of the Nitric Acid: 
it is a diſeaſe of no great conſequence ; it is not the in- 
termittent fever of this country, the fits of which come 
on in the day time, and before four in the aſternoon. It 


exactly refembles the fever that is occaſionally excited by 


diſeaſes of the urethra, fiſtule in ano, &c,) Let him 


Continue his Acid, and take the Peruvian bag. 
He has now taken the Acid for fix weeks ; his pains | 
are nite gone, and he looks healthy. The ſkin of his 


3 4 e 
4 * 
. 4 : 


E Wh BY 
feet, although better than before, is ſtill thickened and 
diſcaſed, and has an appearance of caſting off: the diſ- 


TIS charge and ulceration at the points of the toes and fingers 


are gone: the — that affected the Joints is 0 


removed. 


Tuis man took the Acid for two months; * has been 
very well ever ſince, and is at preſent, as you have ſeen, 
quite free from diſeaſe. He never took a grain of mer- 
- Eury for this complaint, nor ſince, Mercury is a mens 
a which the natives have the FOE averſion. 


5 - . 
% 2 


No, * 


22 Auguſt I4, 179% | 


ene, Jo Byn Au! Jv Pansxz, æt. 25. 


FOUR years ago he had a bubo on each ſide, * an 
ulcer in the urethra. He took no medicine for thoſe, 
but put plaiſters on the buboes, which went away without 
ſuppuration. He got well, and continued ſo for three 
years. About ſix months ago he had ſome ſuſpicious 
connections, when he got a bubo, which was ſucceeded - 
by pains in his bones, * eſpecially during the night, He 
is quite unable to walk, from a pain in his right leg, the 
ancle of which is conſiderably e Let him drink 
the Nitric Acid as uſual, | 
October 28, r794, After he had drank the Acid for a 
month, he began to get eaſier, the pain leaving his 
legs and arms. He can now walk very well, and only 
complains of a pain in one of his ſhoulders, I have juſt 
diſcovered that he has a phymoſis, and a great diſcharge 
from the air This he concealed from me when I 
| ſaw 


f 


4% 


. Jak firſt, Let him continue the Acid, He ha 
a red-coloured eruption over his legs, which does not 
produce itching. His gums, eſpecially between the | 
teeth, are agg and red, 25 look as if he had 882 
taking mercury, . ö 
November 12. Has Cote the Acid; bis legs are. ; 


5 cured of the eruption; he is quite free from pain, unleſs 


an uneaſineſs after walking long, in the ancle of that 
leg of which he was formerly lame. He has got back 
the prepuce, and, by the aſſiſtance of blue vitriol and clean- 
lineſs, he has got rid of all the ulcers that were below _ 
it. I ſtill think it neceſſary to continue 1 Acid, As the 
| ulcers are lo lately healed, 


1 ff — * 
9 | | 8 
— £ N 2 29 . : \ | 
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N Saen, Iſt 1794. 
| NayenwAs] Ju Rvrro#Jv Panans, a æt. 5 50 


THREE years ago he had a large a on the 
prepuce, which continued” nearly a month; about fifteen 
days after he perceived it, he began to take mercury; 
when his mouth became ſore, the ulcer went away; he 
thought himſelf cured. The ſpitting from the mercury 
went off by degrees, but in ten days after it ras gone 
he felt a pain in one half of his head, and in both his - 
ſhins and knees ; all thoſe pains were greatly increaſed 
at night. He now took mercury a ſecond time, for ten 
or twelve days, till his mouth got ſore, which ſoreneſs 
ee, for about eight days. While his mouth was 

| OY 


* * 


f { 10 oe het 5 
affected, he felt no pain, and * Be We? later for 
fifteen days afterwards as well; The pains in his ſhins | 
and his knees came back again at the end of this period, 
and he was confined for fix months in bed, fo that he 
Could not rife without help, He was then fumigated 
with cinnabar till his mouth got ſore, and it continued ſo 
for ſix or ſeven days. His pains now went away, but the 
diſeaſe ſoon fell again on his knees and ſhins. He now 
took mercury by the mouth for about nine days, when 
he began to ſpit from it. His pains again went away, 
but they ſoon as before returned. In this way he ſpent a 
- miſerable life till I ſaw him, being generally confined to 
his bed, A ſhort time before he applied to me, he took 
- courſe of mercury which made his mouth ſore, with re- 
lief, as uſual, of all his pains for eight days; they then 
came gradually back, and had continued ſeverely for fif- 


teen days when I ſaw him firſt, He has ſeveral conſi- 


derable exoſtoſes along the courſe of the tibia of both 
legs. Begins the Nitric Acid, with ſome Tinct. The- 
baica mixed with it. : 5 
October 6. Has taken his medicine for five days; is 
eaſier of the pains, and can ſleep at night, which he could 
not do before. 
October 19th. Has continued his Acid: ſleeps better ü 
ſhins eaſier; complains of his teeth; has got an inter- 
mittent: let him take Cort. Perr. and continue his Acid. 


October 26th. Has ſtill a little of the fever. The | ; 


fit comes on at four P. M.; continues the Bark and Acid: 
his pains are nearly gone, and he fleeps well. | 
November 7. Has taken the bark, and continued the 
Acid. No fever. All his pains are gone, unleſs a little 
in the middle of both ſhin bones, where he has nodes, and 
it is chiefly when he touThes them, The pain was for- 


merly all along the tibia, but is now . to one ſpot. 
Let him continue his Acid. 


* 


Ns 


\ 


Weender 11th. ' Pain in his ſhins diminiſhed ; wp 


. lleeps well; let him continue the Acid. 


November 25th. All his pains gone, but a little in one 
ſhin. Drinks above an ounce of the Acid yy —_ 
and eats wel] ; complains of his teeth. 


I Have no farther memorandum about this man. Tam 


ſorry it is not in my power to ſhow him to you, for he 


was not a native of this Iſland, and left it ſome months 
after his recovery. This caſe made a ſtrong impreſſion 


on my mind, from its being well marked, and from its 


long continuance. The cure, after ſeveral months, ap- 
peared to be complete. ' He thought ſo himſelf, for he 


came hither for medical aſſiſtanee, and returned to his 
own country when he thought himſelf ſecure againſt a 


relapſe, which he had ſo often experienced, 
Mr. Mac Greger,. 8 | ; 
_ of his en s 88th e 3 
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Bombay, December 10th, 1799. F 
Tons Beppors, M. D. 
| 24 Sen, 1 


: | BY the As1Aa, now under diſpatch for Europe, I do 
myſelf the honour of tranſmitting you the accompanying 


Reports, reſpecting the uſe of Nitric Acid in ſome diſ- 
eaſes, particularly thoſe of a venereal nature. Many of 
thefcaſes may appear unintereſtingly tedious; but when I 


reflect on the difference of opinion that ſtill prevails on 


this ſubject, and on your zeal and unremitting endeavours | 
to aſcertain the truth, I am induced to hope no apology 


Vill be conſidered as neceſſary for intruding on your 


time, by mentioning fully the appearances and ſymptoms 
that in general follow the uſe of the medicine. | 


About the month of September, 1793, Mr. Scott 


communicated to me the reſult of ſome trials with the 


Acid; which induced me to adminiſter it in the battalion 


hoſpital of artillery, in ſeveral caſes of chancre and go- 
norrhæa; but as it was applied to ulcers, diluted in the 


form of a waſh, and as an unneceſſary degree of caution 
and lun, Was obſerved in the Gole, I do not on re- 
flection 
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flection tebolleg that the trials were at all nue 


and as my memorandums have been miſlaid, I — 
ſtate particularly the reſult. About this time I was ſent 
from the Preſidency, and for ſeveral years was employed 
in the marine ſervice, and in ſituations where he Avid 
was not to be procured, | 

The following Caſes I 1 to have forwarded to 
you the laſt ſeaſdn ; but as it might have been objected 
that the cures were arobald y not permanent, I have with- 


held them until now. I have occaſion to fee the greater 
number of the men monthly; and as they continue to do 
their duty, and have not relapſed; I conceive I may fairly - 


conclude the cures will be permanent. In ſome caſes 1 
have not ſucceeded fo well as in others; and the ſalivary 


glands have not been uniformly affected; how to account 


for this I do not know, and hazarding any hypotheſis on 


the ſubject is not likely, to prove ſatisfaftory—as an honeſt | a 


communication of the caſes of failure and ſucceſs can 


alone be intereſting and uſeful. In this climate; I have 


obſerved the diſeaſe very generally more active, and its 
progreſs more rapid towards the ſecondary ſtages, than 
in Europe; and the uſe of mercury, in any form, un- 


commonly diſagreeable and unpleaſant to the natives; the 


diluted Acid, on the contrary, from the frequent deſire 
for diluents, becomes a convenient and an agreeable me- 


dicine, and unleſs in a few caſes, where from ſome pecu- 


liarity of conſtitution the Acid excited nauſea, I have of 
late, in my hoſpital, found the-natives give it the prefer- 
ence; to theſe reaſons we may probably attribute the 


greater degree of ſucceſs that appears to reſult from the 0 


uſe of the Acid in India, than in cold elimates. 


T have the honour to remain, 


/ 


Your very obedient ſervant, e Se 


GerorGe KEIR, M. 5. 
| Honourable Company > ſervice, rn} . 


| 
1 
| 


| (4) | 
| Janes 5 Wrreu, a ſoldier of a lender ind debilitated 


a dn, was admitted a patient in the general hoſpi, 


tal in Auguſt laſt, covered with venereal blotches, nodes, 
with nocturnal pains; and previous to this period he had 
ſeveral courſes of mercury, with the effect of Og 
* complaint for the time. 

January 22d, 1798. He reports, himſelf Hake: and 
worſe than ever, and is anxious to try any medicine rather 
than mercury; his extremities are now covered with 
blotches, nodes on both ſkin and bones, and e of 
both elbow joints. | 

He is defired to drink, in the courſe of the day, two 
drams of Acid to a quart of water, and to have an opiate 
at bed-time. | 

January 28th. Has taken his Acid mixture retnilacly, 
which agrees well with him. No chango=Continizes 4 
with half an ounce of Acid daily. | 

February 1ſt, Continues as formerly. 15 

+- +4 « 28th, A foul and ragged ulcer, which coverid 
the greater part of the left leg, looks healing. The diſ- 
charge, from being thin and acrid, is now bland pus; he 
has regularly taken his mixture, which produces no un- 
pleaſant ſymptoms. Continues with five drams daily. 

March ad. Is now free from pain in his elbow joints; 
appetite good; ſays his gums are fore, with a bad taſte in 
his mouth his Acid purges him : two grains of opium 
daily. : 
March 5th, Complains of general debility, but lays he | 
is in other reſpects nearly well. His fores are waſhed 

frequently with diluted Acid ; an in the tibiæ much re- 
liev ect. | 
March 14th. From irregularity he has been obliged 
to omit the Acid mixture for two days, Continue with 
fix drams daily, - 

March 10th. en himſelf well, and folicits his 

: diſcharge ; 


rs) 

Gifcharge ; which is refuſed. His EF is uncommonly 

keen; he ſleeps well and is free from pain, 
March 23d. Continues well. Nodes much reduced 

in ſize, ſores nearly healed; the eruption has diſappeared. 

Continues his Acid, 


|. March 26th. Reports himſelf in every refpet wat, 8 
and refuſes to take any more of his ace which * 


conſiders as unneceſſary. 


March Zoth. Is diſcharged „mer b. 


7 Malabar provinces. 


In this caſe an uncommon 3 of irricabiity pre- 
vailed, and the general health of the patient was much im- 


paired by repeated courſes of mercury; he complained of 
his gums being ſpongy, and of a bad taſte in his mouth, 


but the falivary glands were never affected; the Acid 


agreed well with him, W his n and n Ef 


ced ee duireſis. 


J. Haxmonn, ra 13th,” 1798 3 5 5: 


ABOUT fl months aq» was in the hoſpital * vene-. 
real pains, which were removed by corroſive ſublimate z 
has now a node on the tibia of the right leg, with noctur- 
nal pains, and a ſwelling of the right elbow and knee 
joints. On his noſe, which is much inflamed, there is a 
foul ſcabby ulcer. Solicits the Acid drink, Three drams 
of Acid daily, and an opiate at bed time. | 
February 21ſt. Takes the Acid regularly; no change 


Complains of a burning and pricking pain argue the re- 


gion of his ſtomach, Continues. 


March 1ſt. Reports himſelf conſiderably e Ss 


ſleeps tolerably well; appetite good; gums not affected, 
nor is there any encreaſe of nya. N an ounce of _ 
8 5 
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to join his corps. 


* 


Mlarch th. Enlargement of the tibiz and knee joint 


entirely gone, Continues with fix drams of Acid 
| Marck 15th. Ulcer on the noſe as before; he is de- 
ſired to keep it covered: with a compreſs moiſture with 
his mixture. Continues with ſeven drams. 

March 25th. Sore healed ; but the inflammation and 
redneſs continues. Continue as formerly, 
March zoth. Receives his n as he is anxious 


* 


A In this caſe all his ſymptoms were removed by the 
Acid, and he left the hoſpital in perfect health, convinced 


he had obtained a permanent cure; as he was without 


any unpleaſant feeling, which he en had _ uſing 


mercury. ; 


Joux Gon Don, a Marine. 


February 1ſt. IS unable to move without aſſiſtance, 
owing to pains in his limbs; the knee and ancle joints 
are conſiderably ſwelled, He has been in this ſtate for ſe- 


veral months, and was relieved by a courſe of mercury 
he had at Prince of Wales's Illand ; three drams of Acid, 


diluted daily, and an opiate at bed time. 


February 15th. Can now move about without his 


crutches. Continue with half an ounce daily. 
February 28th. Has taken his medicine regularly, 


and is much relieved; encreaſe it to ſix drams in two 


quarts of water daily. 


March 3d. Swelling of the joints much the ſame; 


he is, however, greatly relieved ; mouth ſore, and the diſ- 
charge of ſaliva very conſiderable, Continye as for- 
merly. | 


area 10th, Reports bimſelf tolerably well, and | 
| | ſtouter 


N n 


ſtouter than for ney months patty ſwelling of his joints 
nearly gone, 8 


health. | 
I was in doubt whether this aa was ſtrictly va 


until I heard the full hiſtory of it from the patient; pre- 
vious to his complaining he had ulcers on the glands and 
præpuce, which were healed by precipitate, but he uſed 


no en internally, ' 


* 


CMN AI0 SUTTRAIG, 2 Sepoy: 


March 1 Sh. Is diene ga. at his omn requeſt in _ : 


G gth, 1798. On the glands and 2080 att | 


| ſeveral venereal ulcers of ſome ſtanding, with much in- 
flammation; he has not had any venereal complaint for 

ſome years, and has taken no medicine, He is directed to 
take two drachms of Acid daily; and to apply 4 _ wet- 


ted with water; to the ulcers; 


October 21ſt. No material alteration; increaſe the Hs. 


quantity of Acid to half an ounce daily” 
October 15th. Sores healing; inflammation gone; as 
s alſo a degree of ſtiffneſs and ſwelling that affects his left 

inguinal glands, Continue with fix drams daily. 
October 28th, The ulcers perfectly healed ; he re- 


- queſts his diſcharge; which i is refuſed; Continue as for- 5 


merly. 
November geh. Diſcharged to duet. 
July 10th, 1799. Was resadmitted with Guines 


worms; he has done his duty ſince November laſt, and | 
never has had the ſmalleſt appeatance of relapſe ; the gums 
were never in any degree affected, and the diſcharge of 


ſaliva not at all increaſed; ſymptoms of diarrhoea; ſeveral 
- times during the cure, obliged me to diſcontinue the 
Acid for a ſhort time: this is ſo generally the caſe, where 
| e C the 


* 


* 
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the Acid is given in large quantity, that the patients ars 
ſupplied with opium pills to take occaſionally; as the pain 
becomes urgent, This caſe may be conſidered as one 
that puts the efficacy of the remedy beyond doubt. 


October 20th, 1799. Became a patient for a wound | 
in 25 cheſt; in Yother P ſtout and healthy,” 


Ranvirack Gomwack, a Sepoy. 


 Oftober 18h, 1798. Has a diſcharge. of puriform 
matter from the urgthra, in conſequence of expoſure to ve- 
nereal infection; and on the glands ſeveral, deep-ſeated 


chancres. Refuſes the Acid drink, but has no objection 


to bathe in it, He is directed to go into. a ſtrong Nitric 
bath twice a day, and to remain an hour each time. Dry 
2 to the ulcers. 

October 21ſt. Goes into his bath regularly; his ſkin 


is much excoriated, owing to the heat of the weather, 


which the ſtzzngth of his bath has much increaſed. 


October 24th. The ulcers have ſpread conſideratly, 
and diſcharge a thin acrid matter; he is very urgent for 
ſome medicine internally; a few bread pills daily, and 


half a pint of Acid, to be added to his bath each time. 

November 5th, Mouth tender; ſores have put on a 
healing appearance, and are free from pain. Continue 
his bath, 

November 8th. Mouth very fore, and the diſcharge 
of ſaliva great; his ſkin in many parts ulcerated,' owing 
to the ſtrength of his bath, Omit the bath. 

Novetnber 12th, Repeat the bath as formerly, 

\ « «+ . » I5th, Mouth very fore, and the gums ul- 
cerated ; the ſalivary glands are enlarged, and the diſcharge 
about four pints daily; there is no ſcætor from his gums, 


as if he had taken mercury; ſores pany healed; omit 
the bath, | 


2 November 


. 
November 20th. Chaneres healed: 
... . + . 28th. Is diſcharged to duty. | 
June, 1799. Returned with a bowel complaint, which | 
confined him to the hoſpital for ſome weeks. Since Oe- 
tober he has enjoyed uninterruptedly good health, and has 
been free from pains or any ſymptoms of ſyphilis. Thie 
mouth was in this caſe as much affected as I have ever 
ſeen it from mercury. The pills he took as a plarebo | 
were crumbs of bread made by myſelf, which was the only 
ſubſtance he ever took internally, This caſe proves ſas 
tisfactorily, that the Acid is capable of being abſorbed ; of 
producing copious ſalivation ; and of eftecting a perm» 
nent cure in a caſe ie certainly ſyphilitic. 


7 


Dao CunvDy, a Sepoy. November 16h, 1799: 


_ Tas patient has been much reduved by vin : 
courſes of mercury, for the removal of nodes, ſwellings 
of the ancle and elbow joints, under which he {till la- | 
bours; he derived only temporary relief from the mer- | 7 | 
cury, and is now deſirous of trying the bath. He is di- _ 
rected to go into a ſtrong Nitric bath twice a day for one 15 
hour each time. 
November 24th. No change. Continues: 
December 5th. His bath to be made ſtronger. 

. 1oth. The bath produces excoriation and 
much pain; but he willingly perſeveres, as he has de: 
rived much relief from it; he requeſts to have it in- 

ternally; continue the bath, and two drachms internally 
daily. 


January 4th. Continue the bath, ahd lead the Acid ; 
taken internally to half an ounce, 


January 10th. Ene the — and an ounce yof Acid 
internally, 


„ 


8 14th. Is free from min, and reports himſelf in 
every reſpect well. Omit the mixture, and continue the 
. 

January 24th. Is diſcharged at his own requeſt, He has 
now the free uſe of his different joints, and-the nodes on 
the tibiz are nearly reduced, On the tibia of one leg, 
where was a large node, there appears to have been an 


abſorption of oſſeous matter, which has left a long and 


deep channel in the bone; the ſalivary glands were not 
in the leaſt affected. 
Auguſt 1799. No relapſe. 


SHAIK I8MAIL, a Sepoy, November 20th, 1798. 


Has now an intermittent fever, under which he 
laboured many months at Buſſorahs The fits are par- 
- ticularly ſevere at the full and change of the moon; 
the ſpleen is very much enlarged, and occupies the 
whole of the left hypogaſtric region. On uſing ex- 
erciſe, he is ſubject to violent dyſpnea. He is directed 
to go into a ſtrong bath three times a day, and to have ſo- 

luble tartar to keep his bowels open. 


November 25th. TIES as ſtrong a5 he can bear; ; 


no change. 

December 1K, Not ad and is much diſſatisfied 
with the bath, and has- no confidence in it; omit the 
bath, and take two drachms of Acid internally, io three 


pounds of water, 
December th. Continue with three drachms daily. 


„ - 6th, Increaſe the Acid to halt an ounce. 

» + «s B8th, Is rather worſe; omit his Acid mix- 

ure, ſoluble tartar to keep his bowels open, and opiates 
_ 6ccaſtonally to allay pain, 

December goth. Dead; from a bowel complaint, which 

my uſual and favourite remedy (calomel and opium) ra- 

| 4 : as 


, 


% 


En 
ther increaſed. As this is à ſolitary caſe of the uſe of the 
Acid in ſplenitis, little can he inferred from it. I do 

not know any medicine that has ever appeared of much 
uſe, Mercury, tonics, and laxatives, may ſometimes 
afford temporary relief, Toddy, the juice of the cocoa 
tree, allowed to remain at the tree until it becomes flight» 
| ly fermented, proves a pleaſant laxative, and in many caſes - 
is uſeful, In taking notice of this beverage, it may not 
be foreign to the ſubject to mention a caſe of dropſy, 
when a cure was effected under the free uſe 17 it, when 
every other remedy had failed. | 


VENNABLES, a Seaman elem to the naa 
Company's Cruizer, Rn, 


Brcaun e after having ſuffered much from a 
fever he contracted at Batavia, I tapped him five times, 
on atcount of the urgency of the ſymptoms, and uſed 
every medicine generally employed, without ſucceſs. On 
the arrival of the ſhip at the Pelew Iflands, it, became ne- 


ceſſary to perform the operation the ſixth time, Aſter 


| this he lived in the woods amongſt the natiyes, who treat- 


ed him with their accuſtomed friendſhip. As I con- 
ſidered the caſe as hopeleſs, I agreed to his drinking 
freely of fermented Toddy,, About a week after he in- 
formed me he voided urine in yery large quantities, and 
was purged frequently without being weakened by it, arid 
that he had hopes of a cure, as his belly had not increaſed. 
in ſize. He continued the practice for fix weeks, when 
he returned on board the ſhip convaleſcent, and ſhortly did 
his duty.” He was frequently much intoxicated by the 
Toddy. Four years afterwards he called on me in good 
health. He never had any return of his complaint. 


CY FL Binnack 
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BixuaAck Cormack, a Sepoy. November 22, 1788. 


; LapouRs under ſyphilis, and has had ſeveral courſes of 


mercury without effect. His ſymptoms now are, nodes 


on the ſhin-bones, enlargements of the metacarpal bones 


and joints, ſwelling of the olecranon, with loſs of mo- 
tion of the elbow joint. He is exceſſively irritable, and 


much reduced, FED 
Tux Acid bath, as ſtrong as he can o hear * twice a 
day. 
December 1ſt. Goes into the bath dat no 


change. Continue. 


December 11th. Continues in nearly the kme fate, 
Continue. 


December 21ſt, No relief Refuſes to go into his 


bath. 


January 1ſt. He takes the Acid internally, and has all 
his drink acidulated with it, 

January th. Uſes his Acid drink, from which he de- | 
rives no benefit. He is now, he thinks, in the ſame ſitu- 


ation he was when admitted. Drinks the Acid. 


July 10th, 1799. Since January this patient has had 
ſeveral courſes of mercury, and the Acid at intervals, and 


continues in the ſame ſtate, The Acid ſeems to occaſion 


ſome change, which renders the habit more than uſually 


ſuſceptible of mexcury, Still, however, it ene nd 
relief. 


December 1ſt, 1799. Contltnce the ſame. Every re- 
medy ſuppoſed to poſſeſs anti-ſyphilitic powers has been 
given without effect. For ſome months paſt he has not 
taken any thing, and the diſeaſe ſeems ſtationary, - 

Has the ſyphilitic virus in this caſe been eradicated; 
and are the preſent train of ſymptoms a' conſequence « 
the 4 387 courſes of es ! | 

I RAVE 


{3.7 "OM 
I ave ſeen many caſes that ſupport this opinion, when 
the ſufferers continued for years to exiſt miſerably, with- 


out the diſeaſe gaining ground. In two or three caſes a a 


cure has been effected by a voyage to r 9 
the uſe of mercury. 


MALARNOCK hon. a Sepoy. Neventer She 1798. 


Revouns that ſome days back he are a 1 


of pimples on the præpuce, which have now become large 


foul chancres. This he declares is the firſt venereal af- 


fection that ever he had. He has never uſed mercury. 
He is directed to go into a ſtrong Nitrie bath twice a day, 


and to apply dry lint to the ſores. 
November 27th. No change. Continue. 


December 3d. Has not bathed for two days, owing to 
an affextion of his bowels, which is now removed. Con- 


. 


tinue. 


Dopember 1th. Sores healing, The bath (he thinks 


owing to the cold) occaſions the uneaſineſs of his bowels. 
Omit the bath. Half an ounce of Acid to be taken daily. 
Two of the ſores healed, 
December 24th, Has taken his Acid, which has ben 
encreaſed to an ounce daily. | 

December 29th. Reports himſelf well. 

January 3d. Is diſcharged to duty. 


Tuis was a ſtrong and diſtinctly marked 0 of pox. 


There never had been a grain of mercury taken, and the 


ſymptoms were removed as ſoon by the Acid as mercury 
i N does. Lint was the only application to the 
ores, The gums were ſpongy, and a light degree of 


ſalivation for ſome {as before he left off the uſe of the 
Acid. 

November 1799. Was admitted wounded. Has he- 

ver had an ache, or been unwell ſince January laſt. 


C423 Gun 
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| Guwack Mow, a Sepoy. eb 20th, 


Tabou 8 gonorrhea, e with 3 
ardor urinæ, and frequent diſcharge of blood during erec- 
tion. A ſtrong Nitric bath three times a day. 8 

November 29th. Complains of the bath, and wiſhes to 
have the Acid internally, 

HALF an ounce in two quarts of water . i 

December 5th. Is very troubleſome, and takes his me- 
dieine with reluctance. Continue it. 

December 10th. Diſcharge nearly gone. Ardor urine, 
and the other ſymptoms removed, .Refuſes to take any 
| medicine, and returns to his duty. 

January Zoth. Was a patient for a wok paſt with a 
fever and dyſentery, which carried him off. He never. 
complained of his former ſymptoms. + 


Jaunery Iomary, a Sepoy. November 15, 1798. 


Has laboured under gonorrhœa virulenta for ſome days 
paſt. The ſymptoms are now very violent. Half an ounce 
of Acid internally daily, and a ſtrong bath twice a day. 

December 5th. An abatement of all the ſymptoms. 

- + 19th. Nearly well. Continue, 
« - 28th, Diſcharged to duty, 


July 1799. No relapſe, 


Dronpgy Moonzpb, a Sepoy. October 28th. 


Some time back had chancres, which he neglected ; 
his ſymptoms now are, nodes, nocturnal pains, for which 
mercury has been given without effect. 

A $TROXG Nitric ul: 


| Noyembey, 


—— 
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November 12th, Continue. Slight falivation. 
'+ -» | +  I4th, Continue. Wich a ſtrong bath, 
- + 17th. His ſkin is fare from the ſtrength of 


FRF and he refuſes to e, ne 


continue the bath. 
November 21ſt, Is much „ 8 | 


- +» +» 27th. Gums ſore, and a conſiderable dif. 
charge of ſaliva. Continue. _ 


December 25. Diſcharged for 3 this caſe there 


was throughout a conſiderable, ſpitting, and the yy 
glands were much. enlarged, 

July 1799. Returns to the hoſpital with Guinea 
worms. Has continued well ſince he was diſcharged, and 
is now ſtout and healthy. There is ſtill on one of the 


ſmin-bones an enlargement, which, however, gives him no | 


pain or ne 


Jon N a e anus 29 1799. 


On the glands and præpuce are ren chancres; he 


has never before, he declares, contracted any ſimilar com- 
plaint, and has never uſed mercury in any form. 
_ "HALF an ounce of Acid (diluted) to be OM. 
Dxy lint to the ſores, 
November 14. Mouth lightly affected. 
Continue. With fix drachms daily. _ 
November 21ſt. Sores healed. —_ his mixture. 
December 4. Returns to duty. 


July 1799. Was admitted for a 92 Has never been 


unwell ſince he was diſcharged in December laſt, and is 
now ſtout and healthy. In this caſe the mouth was at- 
; fected, but the ** of ſaliva never much increaſed. 


surier 


(6). 
Snrick ManoMeD, a Sepoy. Nooonber I *. | 


Has ſeveral chancres on the glands and præpuce of 
ſome days ſtanding ; has never uſed mercury, 

HALF an ounce of Acid daily, 
November 26. Sores e ; mouth and n ten- 

der. Deſerted. 

| In this caſe, from the favourable appearance of the five, 
I have no doubt a permanent cure would have been ob- 
tained in a few days. 


Govrnaro Goon, a Sepoy. Oflober 20th, 1799. 


Was admitted for a gonorrhea, attended with ſymp- 
toms of inflammation, chordee, &c. _ 
HALF an ounce of Acid (diluted) daily. 
October 24. Diſcharge nearly gone. Continue. 
November 14, Diſcharged to duty. 
July 1799. 'Continues well, and has had no relapſe: 


. Manaick Pevs00, a Sepoy, December 11h, 1798. 
Is affected with nodes of the ſhin-bones, nocturnal 


pains, and ſwelling of the knee joints. Mercury has been 
given without effect. A ſtrong Acid bath twice a day. 

December 22d. Much relieved ; gums ſore. 

January 15th. Returns to duty at his own requeſt, 
The nodes in this caſe were not perfectly reduced, but 
occaſioned no uneaſineſs; the mouth was lightly af- 
fefted. This patient was ſent on a detachment to Buſ- 
forah, and has not returned, which he would have done 
- had he relapſed, v 

In two paralytic caſes I have given the Acid internally, 
and uſed it in the form of a bath with the beſt effects. 

One 


n 
One of the patients is now well, having recovered the uſe 
of his right fide, and the other is daily improving; 
in both caſes the affection was occaſioned by fleeping in a 


moiſt ſituation during the night, and expoſed to a —_—_ 
land wind without any. covering. 


Taz foregoing Caſes aſcertain, beyond a doubt, the me- 
rits of Nitric Acid as an antidote againſt the venereal | 
_ poiſon in its e and has. * in its K 
ſtages. 

I nAvx hazarded an opinion, that = * of fallure, | 
when mercury has been repeatedly given, may be owihg 
to a new diſeaſe being E by the repeated courſes 
of mercury. 


In addition to the caſes, I babe uſed the Acid i in five 


caſes of recent infection (the ſymptom chancres) in- 


ternally, and have obtained cures apparently permanent, 
In two caſes the falivary glands were affected. Three 
caſes of chancres I have treated with equal ſucceſs by 
bathing. In one caſe a light ſalivation was produced; 
in two of five caſes of ſecondary ſyphilis, I have ſuc- 
ceeded—the mouth affected. The three caſes of failure, 
if I may call them ſo, were very unfavourable. "The pa- 
tients were much emaciated, and I never could prevail on 
them to uſe their medicines regularly, or for a ſufficient 
length of time, | whe 
Ox the whole, my experience warrants my confdering 
the Acid as capable of effecting a permanent cure in re- 
cent caſes of ſyphilis. When it fails in old affections, I 
am of opinion the want of ſucceſs may be attributed to 
the incurable nature of the diſeaſe by any known remedy. 


Gro Kein, M. D. 


*. 
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Mr. STEUART 
Dear SIR, 


I HAVE now the pleaſure to tranſmit ſeventeen 
Caſes of veneral affections treated with Nitric-Acid. I 
expected to have been able to ſend a great many more, 
which to me and ſeveral other gentlemen are equally ſa- 
tisfaftory, but have been prevented by ſeveral cauſes: 

iſt. Having obſerved the very great difference of opi- 


nion which has ariſen in Europe on this ſubject, I was un- 


willing that any doubt ſhould remain of the medicine 


employed, to which the cure could be fairly attributed; I 


have therefore ſuppreſſed all thoſe caſes, two excepted, 
in which mercury was employed ; for, however I might 
be ſatisfied in my own mind as to the effects of the two = 


remedies, I think, in a matter of ſo much importance, that 


as little as poſſible ſhould be left to conjecture. 
2dly. I Hays not thought it neceſſary to ſtate theſe 
caſes at length, in which I have altogether failed to pro- 
duce a cure, becauſe, while they argue nothing in favour of 
Nitric Acid, they in general equally condemn all other 
remedies beſides, that a ſufficient * of ſuch caſes 
will 


„ 
will occur to every practitioner, to convince him, that 


ſomething ſtill remains to be diſcovered; and that although 


we have got a valuable auxiliary in Nitric Acid, there is 


ſtill ſufficient ſcope for genius; ſuch caſes, however, are 
bdut few in compariſon, and it is to be hoped that they 
will in future occur ſtill ſeldomer than heretofore. ' It 


remains for me only to ſtate, in a few words, the general 
. reſult of my experience. Wherever I have. uſed the 
Nitric Acid, it has almoſt - uniformly improved the ge- 
neral health, even in the moſt obſtinate caſes of con- 
firmed lues, where the conſtitution has been almoſt de- 
ſtroyed by diſeaſe, and repeated courſes of mercury, and 
where it has failed to produce a cure. I have not found 
that the Acid uniformly inflames the gums, and produces 
a flow of faliva; but I have often found it do both, whe- 
ther applied to the ſkin, or taken into the ſtomach, The 
effects of bathing have been in every reſpect ſimilar to 
thoſe produced from drinking the Acid, and in the two 


recent caſes, when the feet and legs only were bathed, 


the cure proceeded as rapidly as it generally does, either 


under the uſe of Mercury, of the internal uſe. of, the | | 


Acid, and certainly more agreeably. 


To conclude: In all the caſes of recent infeQion, in 
- which I have truſted entirely to the uſe of Nitric Acid, 
whether externally or internally applied, I have not as 


yet met with one inſtance of relapſe ; and, in ſecondary 


caſes, where I have given it what I conſider a fair trial, 
and failed ultimately, I do not now recollect one in 
| which a permanent cure has been eſtabliſhed by any other 


means, 
1 am, Fe 5 
Dear Sir, 
"mm obedient e 


R. STEVART., 


Bombay, Daker 17th, 1796. 
H Scott, Eſq. 


(390) 


CASES 10 certain the Eee of OLD Ati 
which occurred in the Regimental Hoſpital of Art 4 ry | 
5 


CASE . 


Secondary & ymptoms. 


JAMES HUNTER, aged about thirty-three years, 
was admitted into the hoſpital October 13, 1798, with 
exoſtoſis of the metacarpal bones of his left hand, and of 
the bones of the cranium, attended with violent nocturnal 
pains, 
In January*or February of the ſame year, he had 
been in the hoſpital for the ſame complaint, but in 
a much lighter degree, (the exoſtoſes being confined . 
to the hand). At that period he was relieved by drinking 
a 2 diluted Nitric Acid; but being employed where his 
ſervices could not eaſily be ſpared, he could not be pre- 
vailed on to remain in the hoſpital a ſufficient. length of 
time, From the hiſtory he gave of his caſe, I had no 
doubt of its being venereal : he was now an object of 
pity, being tortured with excruciating pains, from about 
ſun-ſet till a late hour in the morning, which were not in 
the leaſt relieved by Jarge opiates.” He was directed to. 
drink half an ounce of — ſufficiently diluted, in the 
day. 
O the 28th his pains were much Suviniſhed, and 
the èxoſtoſis of the cranium entirely gore ; that on 
the hand much ſmaller. At this time the Acid produced 
ſickneſs / and nauſea, and was thefefore omitted for a few 
days. 
O the 1ſt of November he began again the Acid, 
which he continued till the gth. At this time he com- 
eine 


. 


66) 


plained of pains ſhifting from place to place, but 0 
chiefly to the large joints. Some bliſters were applied 
at his own deſire, which appeared to give relief. He 
continued the uſe of the Acid until December 3d, ubhen 
he was diſcharged well, He has continued in good health 
ever ſince; the ao in the hand ſtill remains, but 
. without pain. 


December 8, 1799. 


CASE 11. | 
Secondary Symptoms. 


Jo HAMILTON was admitted- into as bac. 
pital, November 20th: He contracted a gonorrhœa, with 
chancres, about eight months previous to this, and had | 
uſed ſome mercury, but diſcontinued it as ſoon as the 
latter were healed, He now complained of violent noc= 
turnal pains ; had ſwelling in the frontal bone, ſhins, and 
arms; his general appearance left no room to doubt of 
the nature of his diſorder. Large opiates gave no relief 
he was ordered to drink half an ounce of Nitric Acid di- 
luted, in the twenty-four hours, which he continued till 
December 12th. During this period he had experienced 
but little relief, although the - ſwelling in the bones were 
ſomewhat diminiſhed. The Acid drink. was now omit- 
ted, and he was ordered to bathe his whole body in a di- 
luted Acid, morning and evening, for half an hour each 
time. In a few days his pains began to ſubſide, and he 
gradually improved in health till January 3d, 1799, when 
he was diſcharged well. He has remained in good health 

ever ſince. The only medicine beſides the Acid that 


was given, during his ſtay in the n, was an occa- 
ſional opiate, 


December 8, 1 799. 


e 
CASE III. 


Secondary b ymptoms, cured by bathing. 


THOMAS DAVIS was admitted into the hoſpital 
December 18th. The hiſtory of his caſe is nearly the fame 
with that of Hamilton, excepting that he denies having 
had any primary ſymptoms but gonorrhœa, about eight 
months before, and for which he took only a few doſes of 
falts. He had now exoſtoſes on both, ſhins, with excru- 
ciating nocturnal pains ; as he had no open ſore; he was 
directed to bathe in the acidulated water which Hamilton 
uſed. His pains were gradually relieved almoſt fron the 
day he began the bath; and he was diſcharged well on Ja- 
nuary 3d, 1799. . 
Tuts man continued in good health till about the ent” 
of February, when he died ſuddenly on a march. | 
His death was attributed to apoplexy, by the ſurgeori 
who ſaw him. He took no medicine by the mouth _ 
ing his ſtay in the A. 2 


1 


cadre Iv. 
Secondary Symptoms, cured by bathing. 


ROBERT PATERSON, admitted into the hofpital; 
November 29th, 1798, acknowledges to have had a go- 
norrhœa ſome months ago, for which he uſed no medi- 
eines ; has a node on the ſhin-bone, with ſevere pains. in 
the night; for four days after his admiſſion had a large 
opiate at night, without expetiencing any relief. On 
December gd, he began to bathe in the Nitric Acid, as 
in the two 1 22 caſes ; on the fifth = of his bath« 


| , | | ing; f 


f 
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ing, the exoſtoſis had almoſt Skates, and the pains | 
were much alleviated ; from the 12th he had a very con- 
ſiderably increaſed flow of ſaliva, with ſtiffneſs in the 
throat, and redneſs of the gums. He continued the bath, 
with the interval of a few days, during the month, and 
was diſcharged well on January 3d, 1 799- Excepting a 
cathartic, he uſed no medicines en dwing his _ 
in the hoſpital. 
He has remained well ever | fl excepting about fif- 
teen days confinement in the hoſpital with febrile Amp 
toms, and diſorder in his bowels. | 


December 8th, 799. 


e 3 8 CASE v. 


Bccondry Symptoms cured by Acid I rial. 


| JOHN WAGONER, admitted int! > the hoſpital 
November 3d, 1798, contracted the ve! zereal diſeaſe in 
1797, had ſeveral chancres with bubo; bad taken fuer | 
cury and conſidered himſelf cured; he h ad now an open 
ulcer on the ſhin, of a month's continuanc e, with exoſtojis 
and violent nocturnal pains. On his ad milfion into the 
| hoſpital, he had four grains of calomel dz iy for five days, 
but without affecting his mouth conſic lerably ; he' was 
now ordered to drink half an ounce of d iluted acid in the 
day, which he continued until Decemb er 12th, when he 
was diſcharged well, and has continu ed ſo ever ſince. 
The fore was dreſſed witn cerate, mixe d with red preci- 
pitate. : 
December 5 1799, 


3 1 ee that this cats wi Ed 
any thing; although I have no doubt but the cure was 
effected by Acid, not by mereury, | 

| | D 


CA 


2 


2 1 4.06 9 
CASE Vi. 


Recent Infection cured by bathing. 


JAMES DELAHUNT, aged about 35, was admit- 
ted into the hoſpital October 20th, 1798. He had a 
chancre between the glans and præpuce, of about half an 
inch in diameter; it was evidently a common venereal 
chancre, and by the 22d had increaſed to the ſize of a 
_ ſhilling ; this day he was put into a tepid bath, compoſed 


© of about thirty gallons of water, and three pints of Nitric 


Acid, and rei nained in it half an hour, morning and even- 
ing; this bat h he continued until the 10th of November, 
when the ulc. er appeared clean and healing, with little or 
no diſcharge, I was led to ſuppoſe that the application of 
Acid to ti ze ſurface of the ſore, prevented its drying 

The bat h was therefore omitted for a few days,. and | 
| 4 ſore waſhe d frequently with a ſolution of acetated lead; 
it was perfectl y healed on the 15th. He now recom- 
menced the bai Ring, which he continued till the 25th, 
when he was'di ſcharged; he has remained free from every 
ſyphilitic ſympt om ever ſince. 


Hs had an it icreafed flow of ſaliva for ſome days, He 
uſed no medici nes internally during — ſtay in the 
hoſpital. 

A xi of { reſh Acid was added to the bath every 
third or fourth d. ty during the cure, 


December 8tl. „ 1799. 


=» ; * 


F OA TR Vi - 
Primary Symptoms cured by Acid Drink, 
| JAMES TAI roN was' een into the hoſpital 


I2th, , 179% with n on the præpuce, 
** n 


0 8-3 
ſwelling in the groin; his diſorder is of ten days ſtanding. 


He was directed to drink half an ounce of diluted Acid 
daily; on the 24th the ulcer had a healing appearance, 


and he had an increaſed flow of ſaliva, with pain in the 
throat, but little inflammation of the gams ; 31ſt; the ul- 
cer was quite healed, and he continued the Acid until 
January 10th. During this period the bubo remained 
hard, and nearly the ſize of an egg, but without much 
| inflammation or pain; he now defired that he might get 
ſome mercury on that acco nt; he had accordingly four 
grains of calomel daily for fix days; 3 his mouth was 
lightly affected, without altering the appearance of the 


bubo ; he was diſcharged, January 12th, and has remain- 


ed well ever ſince, excepting a flight gonorrhea, which. 
he contracted in April laſt, for which he uſed twenty-eight 


grains of calomel in all; this I adminiſtered without re- 


flecting on his former caſe, The bubo has gradually dif - 
© appeared, 
December 8th, 1799. 1 


CASE vi) 
Recent Infeain cured by Acid Drink. 


WILLIAM BERRY was admitted, December4, 1799 
has a foul ſpreading chancre on the glans, of ten days 
ſtanding. Sth, He was directed to drink half an ounce 
of Acid diluted and ſweetened, daily. 18th, The ulcer 
clean and healing. 1ft. January, | Ulcer healed, He | 


continued the Acid till January 17th. PET cured * 7 


has been well eyer ſince, 
December 8th, 1799. 


_ 
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Recent 1 nfeftion cured by drinking the Acid. | 
HENRY SOUTHWARK was admitted into the 
hoſpital, January 21ſt, 1799, with a ſmall chancre and 
ſwelling in the groin, of a week's ſtanding. He drank 
half an ounce of Acid daily till the 25th, when it was in- 
; creaſed to an ounce; on the 28th the ulcer was clean 
and nearly well; and on the 31ſt quite healed, | He con- 


tinued the Acid three days longer, and being unwilling to 
remain longer in the hoſpital was diſcharged. 


I xnow not whether it be neceſſary to remark here, 
for the ſatisfaction of thoſe that are unwilling to allow 
any antiſyphilitic power to the Nitric Acid, that this man 
was again admitted into the hofpital under acute hepatitis, 
for which he took a conſiderable quantity of mercury. 


He has remained free from any ſyphilitic ſymptoms 
for near a year. 


mica 8h, 1799, 


CASE x. 
Recent Infection cured by bathing in diluted Heid. 


THOMAS EMPRINGHAM, ieceived into the 
boſpital September 17th, 1799 ; has two ſmall chancres 
on the glans, and one on the præpuee; received the in- 
ſection about a week ſince. Directed to bathe his feet 
| legs in a diluted Acid, as ſtrong as the ſkin can bear 

it, for half an hour, three times in the day. 22d. The 
ulcers ſeem to increaſe in ſize, and two more appear on 


the præpuce. Bath continued four times a day, with a 


quantity of freſh, Acid added daily. October 3d, Sores 
clean and appear healing. They were dreſſed with com- 
mon cerate, October 12th, The ſores 3 healed. 
10th, * 
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ExXCEPTING a few doſes of ſalts, he uſed no other me- 8 
dicine. For ſome days he had an increaſed flow of laliva, 5 


without pain in the throat or gums, 


Hx has been free from complaint ever fince, 


CASE XI. = | 
Recent Infeftion cured by Acid Drink: 


JOHN PULLEN was admitted into the daten 
July 1ſt, 1799; has two ſmall chancres on the præpuce, 
with ' gonorrhcea, phymoſis, and conſiderable ſwelling. 


Ordered half an ounce of Acid daily, which on 6th was 


increaſed to an ounce. th, Swelling and inflammation 
\ leſs. 8th, Swelling gone; - phymoſis continues. 10th, 
Ulcers healing; phymoſis gone. 12th, Ulcers healed. 
WE Diſcharged cured. Had no other medicine. Is 
na in perfect health. 

December 10th, 1799. 


CASE XII 
Recent Infeftion cured by Acid Drink. 


JOHN SCOTT, received July 20th, 1799; has a 
large and deep chancre on the external przpuce, an inch 
in length, with ſwelling in the groin ; the diſeaſe of fif- 
teen days ſtanding. He is ordered half an ounce of Nitric 


Acid daily, and the fore to be drefſed with common 
cetate. 26th, Sore cleaner. Auguſt iſt, Sore clean 
and healing. 15th, Sore quite healed. 29th, Diſcharged | 


cured. Drank half an ounce of Acid daily the whole time. 
No other medicine, a few" cathartics e Is now 
in good health. at's 


December 10th, 1799. E: 
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c AE XI. 5 
Recent and ſecondary nen, cured by Acid Drink. 


JOHN GOODWIN, received into the hoſpital 
Auguſt 2d, 1799; complains of violent nocturnal pains 
in his legs and arms; confined to the bones. No appear- 
ance of nodes. About nine months ſince had chancres, 
which he healed by application of ointment and red preci- 
pitate; but took no medicine internally; has now a go- 
norrhoza, with much ſcalding, of twelye days ſtanding. 
Ordered half an ounce of Acid in the day. 7th, Scalding 
leſs; gonorrhaza continues the ſame. 17th, , Scalding 
gone; diſcharge leſs. 1 8th, Pains entirely gone. 24th, - 
Diſcharged cured. Took no other medicine, 


CASE Iv, 


Recent Infection cured by Acid Drink. 


JOHN ECLES, received into the hoſpital October 
13th, 1799; has a ſpreading chancre on the glans, of a 
few days ſtanding. Ordered to drink half an ounce Acid 
in the day. 18th, Acid increaſed to an ounce. 19th, 
Ulcer healing. 25th, Sore healed ; continued the Acid 

till November 1ſt. Diſcharged cured, Uſed no other 5 
medicine; is now in good health, = 


December 10th. 


| CASE, xv. 
Recent Infattion cured by bathing the Pet and Logs, 
JOHN WHITAKER, received into the hoſpital OAo- 


ber Zoth, 1799 has a ſpreading chancre on the glans, 
| _ EL of 
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ou 


of a month's ſtanding z three weeks ſince took ſome mer= - 
cury at Surat without affecting his mouth; has taken 


nothing for twelve days. Ordered to bathe his feet and 


legs four times in the day in diluted Acid, as ſtrong as 
the ſkin could bear it. November 7th, Has pain in the 
throat, with increaſed flow of ſaliva ; ulcer clean. | 17th, 
Ulcer healing: falivation continues. 20th, Ulcer heal- _ 


ed]; continued the bath a few days longer, and diſcharged 
cured. Took no medicine internally. He put only lint 
to the ſore. | 


December I2th, | 


CASE XVI 
Recent Infection cured by lid Drink, 


WILLIAM FORD, admitted October 24th ; has a 


ſmall chancre, of a month's continuance, with ſwelling in 
the groin. Ordered half an-punce Acid daily. 31ſt, Ul- 


cer healing; ſwelling in the groin leſs. Continued the 


Acid till November 7th. Diſcharged cured. Is now well 
December 12th, 1 799 


1-0 ALE NNE. - 
| Recent Infaction cured by Acid Drink. 


JOHN BUCKLE, admitted Oktober 24th; has's 


chancre on the glans, with bubo, containing matter, 


three weeks ſtanding. Ordered half an ounce Acid daily, 
31ſt, Ulcer clean; bubo open, with large diſcharge. 


November 12th, Bubo healing; continued the melieine 
till 23d, Zoth, Diſcharged. cured; took no medicines 


beſides. Is now well. 

December 12th, © R. STEUART, - 
Surgeon Hon. Company's Battalion of Artillery. 
TE . 
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The following CAS E $ of recent V-mnereal Infeltion, 
where the Nitric Acid Bath only was made uſe 
of, were ſelected from a number of others, on account 

' of their being the worfl Caſes, and likely to afford the 
moſt diſtin proofs of the atis of this _ 


: THE tub which- was uſed for the bath "Was, mall, ex- 
poſing, when the patient ſat down in it, not more than 
half the ſurface of the body to the action of the acidu- 
lated water. The bath alſo, in moſt of thoſe caſes, was 
but weakly impregnated with the Acid, becauſe ſufficient 
experience at the time thoſe” trials were made, had not 
deen obtained of the ſtrength with which this remedy 
might ſafely and moſt efficaciouſly be uſed. As the re- 

medy was a new one, it was uſed with timidity. 1 
think I can now aſſert with great certainty, that if the 
ſurface of the body had been more fully expoſed to the 

action of the Acid, and the bath been more ſtrongly im- 
pregnated with it, the remedy would have acted more 


quickly, and the ſucceſs in all reſpects been ore re- 
markable. 


% 
CASE I. 


BALOO CHUAN, Sepoy, was admitted into the hoſ- 
pital on the gth of dN 1798. A large deep and 
; foul 


(4 


has been increaſing for theſe fourteen days paſt: ſays he 


| has taken no medicines; and is in other reſpects in good 
* health. — | 


Ha ww dees be 4 M 


day, and to have the fore drelied with an ointment of wax 
and oil. 


. | ' 


foul ſote on his groin; the conſequence of a bubo, which - 


November 24th. He has been in- the bath reddit 5 


every day, as directed. His mouth is not affected; his 
ſore has been mending, though lowly, and it looks 
clean. Omit the bath. vo 


December 5th. The ſore has been nearly Gao 


| fince laſt report. Let him again go into the rn but a 
little ſtronger than before. | 


December 10th. The ſore GR now: to be mending 
quickly, Continued the bath. -, 

December 22d, The ſore not yet quite healed; 47 
his mouth is not affected; but, on looking at his gums, 
they are of a dark colour, and bleed upon flight 55 pg 

December 30. Diſcharged well. 

In this caſe the bath was omitted after fifteen 4 be- 
cauſe it was conjectured that the Acid, by irritating the 
ſore, might prevent it from healing. This, however, did 
not appear to be the caſe; it was therefore afterwards con- 

| tinued till within a few days W he was N 


e Ee] | 
\'CASE 1. 5 


 GOPAL: RAW, Sepoy, admitted into the regi- 


mental hoſpital of the firſt regiment, 8th of October, 
1798, with ſeveral large chancres on the glans of his 


penis, with a bubo on one groin, which is large and hard. 


He has been ill, he ſays, for ten rn | 


medicines. 


Lx bim uſe the bath daily. The ſores to be * 
W ointment. 


* 


(an) 


October 18th. His Gres are as large as at firſt, but 
they look clean; the bubo is ſoft and diminiſhed ; his 


mouth, he ſays, is not affected. Omit the bath. 
October 22d. The bubo broke two days ago, diſ- 
charged a little matter, and is now healed without oy 
applications, The chancres are healing, 


November 24th, His ſores are all healed ſome dips: 


ago; he continues well—Let him be diſcharged, 


December 7th. Returned to the hoſpital this day, with 
a bubo on the oppoſite groin, which is large and hard, 


and gives him much pain in walking. He ſays he has 
had no freſh infection, and has no other complaint. Re- 
' peat the bath, but ſtronger than formerly. cy 


December 22d. He has been in the bath every day 


fince laſt report, His bubo has gradually diſappeared, 
and he has been for ſome days quite well, He ſays that 
his tongue gives him pain when he eats; his gums are 


not painful, but they are ſwelled, diſcoloured, and bleed 


on the leaſt preſſure. Let him be diſcharged. 


CASE 11, | 
BAGWAN SING, Sepoy ; admitted into the hoſ⸗ 


pital the 3oth of November, with large and deep chan- | 


cres on the glans penis, and a large bubo on one groin, 
| for which he has taken no eee and been ill for 
fifteen days. 
Lr him uſe the Acid Bath daily, and have his ſores 
dreſſed with common ointment, 
December 7, He has been in the bath ſeven Get his 


bubo has been diminiſhing, and the chaneres mending ; | 


ſays that his mouth is ſore, and N ſalivated. 
DisconTINUED the bath. 


December 1oth. The ſoreneſs in his mouth ad fit. 


ting haye increaſed remarkably ſince laſt report; his 


gums 


i 


( EE 
gums are ſwelled and ulcerated, but without feetor 3 z the 
ſores contihued mending. 85 
January zoth. His mouth has continued ſore ever ſince 
laſt. report, but it is now better. All his venereal ſymp- 


toms have dilappeard ſome time _—_ you be * 
| Oe | 


„„ Cort 


* BAPPOOJEE ISR ALL, admitted into the regimen= 


5 tal hoſpital on the 4th of November with a gonorrhœa, 


which was followed with a bubo, that made its appear- 
ance about eight'days ago. It is now large. and hard, 

Lr him uſe the bath daily. 

November 1oth.. Says the gonorrhcea is a 
bubo much the ſame. Continue the bath. 

December 1oth. He has been in the bath fifteen times; 
his mouth is not affected; his bubo ſtationary. Omit 
the bath. - 2 

December 18th, Since laſt report the ſwelling in his 
groin has ſuppurated, and broke ſome days ago. The 
ſore has a foul appearance, and ſeems to increaſe. Re- 
| peat the bath of a greater ſtrength than before, 
December 25th. The ſore in his groin is now clean, 
and is lowly cloling ; his mouth is not affected. Stop 
the bath. | 

January zoth, 1709. The ſore has healed up, and 
he is in all reſpects well, Let him he diſcharged, 


CASE 3 | 
CRUSTNAPIC PENAKEER, Sepoy, admitted 


into the hoſpital 4th December, 1798, with a phymoſis, - 


attended with a conſiderable ſwelling of the whole penis, 
but without much pain. He has chancres on the glanz, 
the number and condition of which, however, cannot at 

; Ps 


: 
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preſent be aſcertained. He has been ill for ſeveral days, 
and has taken no medicine, Let him uſe the A Bath 
„ 

December 18th, He has been in the bath five times; 
complains of a light pain in his throat : in other 8 
much the ſame. Continue the bath. 

December 22d. The ſwelling has been 5 47 di- 
miniſhing for ſome days paſt. His gums are diſcoloured 
and tender; upon examination, which is now practi- 
cable, ſeveral ulcers remain on the glans penis, but all 
healing. Continue the bath. 


December zoth. His ulcers are all healed but one, 


which is clean and nearly well. He complains to-day of | 


fever, which is chiefly. ſevere in the night. The bath 
was now omitted, and he was directed to uſe bark, dur- 
ing the interval of the fever, and to — an opiate at 


night. 


January 10th, 1799. By the uſe of the bark and 


opiate, the fever has been gradually leaving him ; the 


ulcer on the penis is now healed, Continue the bark 
and opium. 


January 2oth, He has been for Gwe Ga paſt quite 


well,—Let him be diſcharged. 


CASE VI. 


| ETOOGEE BALEKER NAIQUE, grenadier 


batallion, arrived ſick from the iſland of Ceylon, with 


nodes on his ſhin- bones. His left wriſt and left ancle 


Joint, are much ſwelled, rendering both the hand and foot 
exceedingly weak. Both arms are contracted at the 


| elbow joint, and he complains alſo of nocturnal pains, 
with a burning heat in the ſoles of his feet. Says, that 

he had the verieral diſeaſe many months ago, for which 

he uſed mercury, and Oe himſelf cured ; that while 

he 


\ 


he was on military ſervice at Columbo, in the iſland of 


Ceylon, about twelve months ago, after expoſure to a 


heavy ſhower of rain, he was ſeized with fever and pains 
in his limbs, and that he has been confined to the hoſ- 
Pital ever ſince. Says alſo, that in the progreſs of his 
diſeaſe, his mouth has been ſeveral times made fore by 
the uſe of mercury, which always relieved, voy never 
removed his complaint, 0 
Fx was now put upon the uſe of a ſolution of Corrs: 
\ five Sublimate, which he continued to take for ſome 
weeks, and to an extent ſufficient to produce a confi. 
derable degree of ſalivation, but with no better ſucceſs 
than before. After ſome interval, and when his mouth 
was no longer affected by the mercury, he was directed, 
on the 1oth February, 1799, to uſe the Acid Bath daily, | 
F ebruary 15th. He has been in the bath four times; 
the ſwellings are evidently diminiſhed, and he ſays he 
is much eaſier ; and that his hand and foot have gained 
conſiderable ſtrength ſince he has uſed the bath. His 
mouth is not affected. Continue the bath. ; 

February 18th. The ſwellings continue to diminiſh, 
and his hand and foot to gain ſtrength. Complains that 
his gums are very hot and painful, with a conſiderable 
degree of ſalivation. Continue the batn. 8 

February 25th. The ſwelling in his wriſt is nearly 
gone; his ancle alſo is very much reduced. He is in all 
reſpects much better; complains much of his mouth, 
which he ſays is worſe in the night. Continue the batb. 

- February 28th, The ſwellings have nearly diſap- 

ahead the contractions of his arms have entirely re- 
laxed, and he has had for ſome days paſt the free uſe of 
them. He is in all reſpects greatly improved, and he 
expreſſes a hope that he ſhall ſoon be able to do duty. 
His gums continue ſwelled and painful, but he does not 
ſay that the pain or ſalivation has increaſed theſe ſome | 

days paſt, Continue the bath, | 
| Tus 


Tuis laſt caſe is the only one of confirmed Jues, in 
which I have tried the uſe of the Nitric Baths, and from 
the progreſs already made, it promiſes to produce the 
moſt beneficial effects. But being ordered at this time 25 
to proceed with a detachment of the Bombay army, un- 6 
der the command of Lieutenant Colonel Little, into the 
Mahratta country, this caſe is left unfiniſhed, and my 
experience in more recent caſes of the efficacy of the 
| Nitric Bath, has been for the ſame reaſon of neceſſity ſhort. 
Troven the caſes here related are few in number, 
they go ſome length to prove two things: 
1. Tus power poſſeſſed by Nitric Acid of eftrozin 
| the venereal virus. 
5 2. THAT this Acid, PE. admitted into the circu- 
lation, is capable of affecting the ' gums, and producing 
_ falivation; I think it proper to add, that I have fre- 

_ quently uſed the ſame medicine internally, in caſes of 
confirmed lues, while mercury had failed, and that, by 
means of it, I have cured ſome, and relieved others, In- 
deed, from my own experience of this remedy, as well 
as from my opportunities of being acquainted with the 

practice of others, I entertain no doubt, that when time 
has cleared away the miſts of prejudice, and given room 

for the operation of experience and truth, the efficacy of 
this remedy, in removing the veneral diſeaſe, will be uni- 
verſally acknowledged: Alſo I hope it will contribute to 
the introduction of a new and more uſeful ſyſtem of Pa- 
thology, together with a juſt and rational theory of the 
operation of remedies upon the human frame, 


(Signed) ) WiLLIAM Boas, 
Bombay, 28th February, 1799. 
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LE T N 


FROM Ws 


MK G 
Camp near 22 2 157 June, 1799. 


Euros of a Letter from Mr. Guare, Surgeon of bis 
Majeſiy's 77th Regiment. 


HAVE particular ſatisfaction in telling you, I 
h ve employed the Acid with the fulleſt ſueceſs in ſeve- 


ral caſes of lues, where mercury in every form had been 
| repeatedly uſed to no purpoſe, and that in one of the molt 
_ deſperate the quantity taken was comparitiyely ſmall; 


my former failure muſt therefore have been occaſioned 
by ſome fault of the preparation, as there was no great 
difference obſerved either in diet or the exhibition of the 


medicine. Hitherto I have never tried it in any ſtage o 


hepatites ; but ſince what you ſent laſt was expended, L 
have ſeen two chronic caſes, in which I would have given 


it; and whenever ſuch occur, after 1 get X freſh ſupply, I | 


ſhall give it a fair chance. 
Accept my beſt acknowledgments for putting me in 


the way of uſing the Acid with N and delieve me 


to be, &c. | 
( Signed) - | W. ae | 
a: Surgeon 77th E 
* n 285 Bombay. 


— 


* 
* 


( 48 } 


| LETTER from Mr. 3 Surgeon of the Earl 


Howe oy Into, 
van, 


WHEN in Bombay you was 10 good as to RE Ih 


me with your obſervations on the effects of the Nitric 
Acid in the eure of Lues Venerea, together with a quan- 
_ tity of that medicine, The reſult of any trials I have 


made, I now beg leave to lay before you, although they 
contain nothing new, my ſucceſs having been but imper- 


fect; yet I ſhould be wanting in gratitude, did I with- 


hold any thing that could the leaſt affiſt ſo uſeful a diſco- 

very. The firſt patient with whom I tried it was W. 
Russ, who had contracted the diſeaſe in Calcutta, in 
form of chancre and bubo. The former ſoon yielded 


to mercurial friction and cauſtic, but the latter continued 
to increaſe ; till a ſhort time before our arrival in Bom- 
bay, it began to diſcharge by two ſmall openings, but at= 


tended with little pain. From its firſt appearance till 


> this time (a period of nine weeks) mercury was puſhed 
to as great a length as he could bear; but I was now 


under the neceſſity of diſcontinuing it, owing to the ul- 
cerated ſtate of his gums, which it had induced, together 
with reſtleſſneſs and loſs of appetite, The openings in 
the groin ſoon began to {pread with thick irregular edges, 
very painful to the touch, and the diſcharge became ſo 
offenſive as to excoriate the parts with which it came in 
contact. Some of the glands, ſituated higher, began to 
ſwell, but attended with leſs pain than the former. Bark 
was now given, but with: little effect. On the 3d of 
July I began the Nitric Acid by your requeſt, but his 


mouth being {lill tender, 1 was ſoon obliged to diſcon+ 


9 „ tinue 


1 [ 


M 
tinue it for ſome time, though I had given it in ſmaller 
| doſes than you uſually do. On repeating it a ſecond time 
in the former doſe, no other inconvenience was produced 
than ſoreneſs of his mouth, with an increaſed flow of ſa- 
liva, heat at ſtomach, and occaſional gripes. For the re- 
moval of the two latter Iymptoms, opium ſeemed, to 
anſwer. | 
Tux next Caſe was that of 8. Ronnn r, who had bis | 
Face, breaſt, and arms, beſet with a number of blotches of 
different ſizes, covered with their firm cruſts; and ſeveral 
of them containing a quantity of matter underneath. The 
Acid was at firſt given him in the quantity of J jſs. to 
bij. of water in twenty four hours; but finding that it 
produced conſiderable heat, pain of ſtomach, and at laſt _ 
' ſevere vomiting; I reduced the quantity, to 3j. I his he 
took without any other inconvenience than a flight de- 
gree of heat in his cheſt, till about the ſeventh day he was 


affected with unuſual fluſhing of his face, quickneſs of 


pulſe, and an increaſ:d irritability of the whole ſyſtem. 
His mouth was by this time very ſore; ſo that I was 
obliged to deſiſt from any further uſe of it, being the leſs 
ſolicitous to puſh it, finding that moſt of the blotches had 
diſappeared ; the few that remained were removed by _ 
os Wie citrinum. / 

_ © From the firſt f theſe Caſes 1 may obſerve, that i it 
was now venereal, the Acid muſt be a cure for. the diſcaſe, 
as of itſelf it has no tendency to cure till a ſpecific is ap- 
plied 3 but as mercury had previouſly been ulcd, it may be 
_ queſtioned if the diſeaſe was now venereal, or whether it 
did not partake of ſcrophula, or even ſome degree of ſcor- 
buſus. Whatever cauſe kept up the ſymptoms preſent, 
it is evident that the Acid had the principal ſhare in che 
removal of them, as in a ſhort time the ſore began to neal, 
his appetite and ſtrength daily mended, and on the fif- 
teenth day he returned to his duty, with no other com- 
| E | 


plaiat 


ES 
plaint than a flight uneaſineſs from the ſwelling, which had 


affected the other glands. * 
Ir in the ſecond Caſe the blotches were venereal (of | 


which I think there was little doubt) they were unqueſ- 


tionably removed by the Acid. In this Caſe alſo, the gums 


were a little inflamed and ſwelled, with a conſiderable low 


of ſaliva ; but yet I think no more than might be induced 


by the mechanical operation of the Acid; to aſcertain 


which, and to obviate ſuch inconvenience, might not 
ſome mild alkaline ſolution be uſed as a waſh after each 
doſe of the medicine? This might be of advantage in 
preſerving the teeth from its bad effects, and likewiſe en- 


able us to judge with more certainty wm regard to its 


operation on the conſtitution, 
Ship Earl Howe, I ems n, Sir, 


W hampore, Nov, 27, Vour much obliged, 
1796. f | and humble ſervant, 
(Signed) W. BT DON. 


P. 8. I had almoſt omitted mentioning, that the 
blotches with which RoperTs was affected, have __ 
appeared worſe than former] 1 


TN 


Borat of a Litter FE Mr. Kinney, Sargion 7 * 
Tunjere, dated 29th November, I 796. | 


THOUGH. the only Caſe in which I have had be- 
caſion to employ the Nitric Acid, with a bottle of which 
Dr. Anderſon was fo kind as to favour me, terminated 
unfavourably, yet I think the effects of the medicine were 
well marked in it. It was a Caſe of ſuppurated liver, in 
which the matter was formed fo long ago as the month of _ 
June laſt, and remained lodged in it till the 21ſt of Sep- 
tember, when a large abſceſs burſt through the lungs, 
The Acid, ſhortly after its being. exhibited, mended the: . 
appearance of the pus aſtoniſhingly, ſo that it ſoon be- 
came equal in appearance to the beſt digeſted pus from an 
| amputated limb; and it was remarkable, that though the 
man's pulſe was generally about one hundred and twenty, 
he never had either hectic ſweats or purging. The diſ- 
charge from the abſceſs diminiſhed regularly; but from 
his becoming daily more emaciated, it was evident that 
there was ſtill further miſchief in the liver. In thirty-five | 
days after the burſting of the firſt abſceſs, a ſecond, which 
muſt have been a ſtill larger one, burſt downwards, when 
the hectic fweats and purging ſupervened and carried him 
off in three or four days afterwards, From the circum- 
ſtances, I think it probable that in ſuppurations of the li- 
ver, where mercury generally increaſes or induces beftic 
fever, that this Nitric Acid may be found a very uſeful 
medicine. The Caſe alone was a moſt unfavourable, and, f 
probably, an incurable one, and yet in it I thought the ef- 
fects kay {arm as very diftipetly marked. 

* : 
_ Emtratt Fa Letter From Mr. Kenwevy, Surgeon, at 
Tanjorꝭ, dated 26th December, 1796. | 


THE ſimilarity of the Caſe I wrote you to that of 
poor SEIVENSRIGHT, often occurred to me. I he pus, 
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when firſt evacuated, was rather thin, and of a colour 


ſomething between a light brown and the colour of di- 
luted honey. It was ſtreaked with blood, and the poor 


man complained very much of the abominably offenſive 


ſmell and taſte of it as it paſſed through his mouth, 


When evacuated I had frequent occaſion in inſpecting it 


to remark its fœtor, which was alſo ſo offenſive to the peo- 


ple about him, that they were very diligent in removing, 


it. After he had uſed the Acid ſome time, it became, as 
J before deſcribed it to you, of the colour of the fineſt ma- 
turated pus I eyer ſaw; and if there was any difference, 


it was in its being whiter and more of a milky appear- 
ance. I carried Mr. GoLp1t, who happened to come 


here while the man was evacuating it, on purpoſe to ſee 
the pus, and his remark was, that he never before had ſeen 


' ſuch fine pus evacuated from the liver. In this ſtate it 


loſt much of its fœtor, and the man complained leſs of the 


_« rotten” taſte in bringing it up. I can only, however, 
fay, that it became leſs offenſive to him, for he complained 


of it all along; nor ſhould I expect that pus of any kind 
would ever be inoffenſive to the palate, ſince we know 
that even blood is not altogether ſo, The pus in the ab- 
ſceſs, which broke downwards, ſeemed alſo to have un- 
dergone ſimilar changes. The firſt of it-he paſſed corre- 
ſponded in colour with what he was then bringing up 
through his lungs, only that it was thinner and more di- 
luted, being mixed with a greater quantity of other fluids. 
Upon the whole, it appeared to me that the effects of the 
Acid in this Caſe were very diſtin, and ſuch as to give 
good grounds to expect, that in ſuppurations f the liver 
it may prove a very valuable medicine. I een think it 
probable, that had there been only one abſcefs in this man's 
liver, chat he z0uld have recovered, 


LETTER from Hzrzxvs Scorr, M. D. 
Bombay, December 16, 1 799. 
Dax Sin, 


I Now take the liberty of forwarding to you by my _ 
friend Dr. Johnſon, another Letter on the effects of the 
Nitric Acid, and a good number of Caſes ſent me by _ 
different Medical Gentlemen here, by which its good 
effects in Syphilis ana Scurvy are aſcertained. It has 
been employed in many caſes of Dyſentery, eſpecially -by' 


Mr. Deane of the 8th FO and with ths. a 
ſueceſs. 75 


\ , FURTHER reports of its effolts.i in Syphilis and other 
| diſeaſes will be ſent you, which T have no doubt you will 
get publiſhed, if you think they can contribute to qt: | 

the progrels of ſcience and truth. 


„ 


1 remain, 


\ 


Dear SIR, 


, Your obedient Servant, | 


H. SCOTT. 


Dr. TroMas BEDDoks. 
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LETTER v. from Dr. scorr. 
Bombay, December 17, 1799. 


IN Auguſt 1797, I printed here two ſhort letters, 


giving an account of ſome effects that I had obſerved 
_ from bathing in the diluted Acid of Nitre, I was then 


in great hopes that this new way of applying the remedy 
might increaſe its powers, or extend its utility; after fur- 


ther experience 1 find that I have not been miſtaken. I 


propoſe, in this paper, to give a general account of the 


effects that I have obſerved from the Nitrit bath, and a 


fight ſketch of the diſeaſes of this country, for which I 
ſhould expect it to be uſeful, 1 have ſeen enough of it 


already to believe, that it is an agent capable of producing 
more material changes on the human frame, than all the + 
medicated Thermæ of Alexandria or of Rome. 


Fon the time of my firſt obſerving the effects of the 
Nitric bath, I occaſionally made my patients dip their legt 
in it, I ſometimes ſaw good effects from this practice in 


; ſyphilitic and in other caſes; and I often obſerved that, 
like mercury, it affected the mouth and falivary glands, 
J ſoon became anxious to know what effects would ariſe 


from immerſing the whole ſurface of the body in this di- 


luted Acid, ſince effects ſo e had ariſen from 


expoſing the legs only to its action. I reſolved, therefore, 
to uſe myſelf the Nitric bath, and to continue it as long as 
J could bear it. From what I had ſeen, 1 thought that 


this might be for ſeveral weeks eder. 


enn four preceding Letters ane inferted in ® A Colloftion of 


Teſtimonies, &c. by Dr. Beddoes, 1799. Johnſon. 


—— «- 


* 
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He April 27, 1798. 


1 BATHED to-day in a wooden tub, ach con- 
tained water acidulated with Nitric Acid. The bath was 
made about the temperature of the ſkin. The whole ſur- 
face; as high as the neck, was covered, and I remained in 
it for half an hour, I feel no particular effect from this 


bath. It is as agreeable as water, and it cleans the in? Es 


much more effectually. 
28th.—I BATHED again to-day. I took out a part of 
the bath, and then added to it hot water and Nitric Acid. 
It was above the temperature of my body, and as ſtrongly 
Acid as the ſkin could well bear it. I ſtaid in the bath 
half an hour, and feel no particular effect from it. | 
'29th,—JusT after I had written the report of yeſterday, 
and in leſs than an hour after I had come out of the bath, 
I felt, very unexpectedly, ſome pain in my gums, and I 
thought that I was inclined to ſpit more than uſual, I 1 
was diſpoſed to attribute this to the effects of imagination. 
To-day I put into the bath, as before, ſome more Acid 
: de hot water. The bath was m—__ below the tempe- 


. 60 On obſerving the rapid effect of . Nitric bath in cleanſ- ? 


« ing the ſkin, it immediately occurred to me that the Nitric Acid SO 


«« might be applied to the purpoſe of depriving, the feathers of aqua- 
« tic birds of their diſagreeable ſmell, I had obſerved that the ſo- 
« ciety for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
* merce, offer a premium for clearing ſuch feathers from their oil. 

« I took a quantity of the ill-ſmelling feathers of a duck, and after 
* drying them in the ſun, I ſteeped them for two days in Nitric 
« Acid, ſo much diluted with, water as not to injure their texturs.. 
« I then dried them well, They ſmelt for ſome time afterwards of 


4 the Acid; but the fator of the animal oil had appeared to be quite 


« deſtroyed. I never repeated the experiment, It would, if ſucceſs- 
« ful, be an eaſy and a cheap method, and may be worthy of the at- 
« tention of thoſe who are intereſted in ſuch an art.? 
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rature of the ſkin, The pain in my gums, teeth, and 
Jaws, was very ſenſible during the remainder of this day; 
and at times there is a ſecretion of ſaliva to an uncommon 
degree. | | 

zoth.—I PREPARED my bath as before, It was 6. rothar 
warmer than the body; I remained in it for half an hour. 


I feel, ſince yeſterday, a pain in my throat, which is at- 
tended with ſome difficulty of ſwallowing. I have an un- 


uſual diſpoſition to ſpit; my gums, both above and below, 
are ſomewhat painful; I am otherwiſe in good health. 

May iſt.— SIE yeſterday I Have felt a good deal of 
pain in the throat, eſpecially on ſwallowing; and during 
the whole of this forenoon I had a ſenſation of burning 
over the roof my mouth, and down the ceſophagus. This 


| ſenſation reſembles what ariſcs from having chewed an 


acrid vegetable ſubſtance, and is fo diſagreeable, that if it 
be not diminiſhed, I ſhall uſe the bath no more after this 


day. I remained to-day in the bath for half an hour: it 


it was fo ſtrong as to make my ſkin ſmart in many parts. 
*  2d,-My mouth, though not ulcerated, is painful. I 
am ſufficiently ſatisfied of the powers of this bath, and 


- ſhall uſe it no longer. I find my digeſtion much improved 


from it, and I am ſenſible that the liver, unclogged by diſ- 
eaſe, is performing its functions with uncommon facility. 
I It ſhould be obſerved, that during the days that I bath- 
ed, the thermometer in the day-time was commonly from 
92 to 96 in the ſhade, and that I had on my ſkin a good 
deal of that excoriation (for it is not an eruption) that 
we call the prickly heat. This, no doubt, by removing 
the protection of the cuticle, has made the action of the 
bath puch more rapid than it would otherwiſe have been. 
June 6th.—For a fortnight after giving over the bath, 


my mouth continued fore, and the ptyaliſm at times was - 


conſiderable. My pulſe, which ſhould not have been more 
than by in a minute, was 9 as 555 as moe 


/ 
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often above 100. l felt at times an unuſual languor, and 
I got conſiderably thinner. There was an uncommon de- 
gree of ſenſibility about me. I am inclined to attribute 
ſeveral of thoſe effects, in ſome meaſure, to the great heat 
of weather. At the end of this time I took an opiate for 
a few nights, when the ſpitting went away, and my pulſe 
returned to its ordinary ſtate. | 
AFTER I became convinced that the Nitric Acid, as a' 
bath, does produce very remarkable effects on the human 
body, I employed it myſelf in a variety of caſes, and 1 
recommended it to ſome other gentlemen, who continue 
to uſe it. From our experience it appears, that the Nitric 
bath affects ſome people more readily than others; nor do 
I pretend to know the cauſe of ſuch a difference. Thoſe 
who reſiſt mercury moſt, alſo reſiſt the influence of the 
' Nitric bath. When the bath is made of a proper ſtrength, 
it irritates the ſkin to a degree that cannot be faid to be 
- painful; but which, no doubt, promotes the abſorption 
of the Acid. if it be made ſtill ſtronger, it removes 
little portions of the cuticle, and from this its effects be- 
comes ſtill more rapid. In order to increaſe the abſorp- 
tion of the Acid, I have frequently directed people to rub 
their ſkin, for ſome time, with a piece of flannel, before 
entering the bath, or during their continuance in it; and 
in obſtinate caſes I have made them rub the powder of 
muſtard ſeed, diluted with water, on particular parts, fo 
as to produce a ſlight degree of excoriation, before they 
bathed. In many, however, it affects the mouth, with- 
out any very ſenſible action on the ſkin. © + 
I nave ſometimes made my patients bathe but once 
; a-day, remaining in the bath for half an hour at a time. 
On other occaſions, I have made them immerſe the whole. 
of the ſurface below the head, twice a day, and even more 
frequently. With weakly people I have produced a very 
— effect, by NY 2225 the legs; and this [ 
| have 
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been 
have done once a- day, or oftener, according to circum- 


ſtances. If the legs be kept in the bath for half an hour 


at a time, and if this be repeated four or five times a- day, 
the effect, in general, is ſufficiently conſiderable, I have 
ſometimes made the bath tepid, and ſometimes I have 


uuſediit cold; but I have commonly been deſirous of em- 


ploying it at a temperature equal to that of the body. If 


warmer, it produces faintneſs; if cold, it is apt to be 


followed by pains that reſemble rheumatiſm. The cold 
bath is never uſed by the natives of India, where religion 
orders perpetual ablutions, unleſs they are in a fituation | 
where warm water cannot be procured. 

Wurm the bath is of a proper ſtrength, and when it 
is employed in the way that I have deſcribed, it will, in 
general, be found to affect the mouth in about eight or 
ten days, An improved digeſtion, a remarkable increaſe 
of appetite, and ſometimes a great flow of urine follow 
the uſe of the bath, If it be continued after a conſiderable 
affection of the mouth, and ptyaliſm have come on, the 


pulſe becomes quicker than uſual, and a waſting of the 


body is ſoon apparent. They are ſenſible of a perpetual 


"taſte of the Acid in the mouth; they conſtantly ſmell it, 
and ſometimes think that their ſaliva has a diſagreeable 


ſourneſs. A conſiderable degree of weakneſs is now 
complained of, and an increaſed ſenſibility of the whole 
ſyſtem. Under thoſe circumſtances 1 have found that 


opium gives relief, which does not ſeem ſo much the caſe 
. from wine or animal food. I have not obſerved that the 


difagreeable ſymptoms, which ariſe from the bath, conti- 
nue for any length of time after it is given over. With 
ſome people I have uſed the Nitric bath once every day, 
with one even two months, without intermiſſion; while 
with others I have been obliged to deſiſt in a few days. 
I have always employed wooden tubs for the Nitric water, 
and I have heated it at times oy plunging tall jars, filled 

| with 


. 

with hot water, into it; at other times, by taking out a 
part of the bath, and ſupplying the loſs by boiling watery 
and a proportional quantity of Nitric Acid, | 
IA of opinion, that the Nitric Acid js itſelf abſorbed 

| by the body, not that the ſurface” has the power of de- 
compoling wy and abſorbing either of its * 
parts. 


SECTION U. 


We have not many dangerous diſeaſes in Bombay. 
Thoſe that are moſt dangerous have a ſurpriſingly great 
connection with each other, and ſeem to ariſe in general 
from the ſame remote cauſes. | Of late years the calces 
of mercury have been confidered as the chief remedy for 

them. Although many other reſources of the art are not 
to be neglected, yet, in my opinion, theſe ought. to be 


cConfidered as of inferior value. Some people make uſe | 


of a great variety of remedies for the ſame diſeaſe, ſuch 
as bark, opium, tartar emetic, wine, and all in conjunc- 
tion with the calces of mercury. This is apt to lead to 


great deceptions, with regard to ſuch as are really of | 


utility, and brings new confuſion on a ſubject already 
ſufficiently difficult. I do not deny 3 advantage may 
be derived from every one of thoſe remedies, on particular 
occaſions ; but I own, without the aſſiſtance of the calces _ 
of mercuty, I ſhould think our art, in ſome moſt dange· 
rous diſeaſes, weak and imperfect, while with their 0 
it is here ſurpriſingly ſalutary and certain, 

| I canNorT pretend to determine to-whom we are in- 
debted, for the firſt application of the galces of mercury 
to the diſeaſes of this country. Many people have thought 
that merit due to themſelves, from not, perhaps, recal- 
ah that the lighteſt hint on ſuch a e has 
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thrown off the veil before impenetrable, and ſhould 57 
all farther claims to diſcovery. 
I Have read a little manuſcript on this ſubject by Dr. 
Pas Ex, formerly a ſurgeon at Madras, which was writ- 
ten a great many years ago. He appears to have been 
à ſagacious practitioner, and certainly was well acquaint- 
ed with the uſe of mercury, for ſeveral of the diſeaſes of 
this country. I do not know by whom he was preceded 
in this knowledge, but it is but juſtice to ſay, that he 
applied it with more judgment, and to a greater extent, 
than had been done before, The analogy that I think 
_ exiſts, in ſome reſpects, between the operation of the 
Nitric Acid and the Mercurial Calces, led me to uſe the 
Acid in ſeveral diſorders where they are acknowledged 
to be of ſervice, To be more clearly underſtood, I ſhall 
give a flight account of ſome of thoſe diſeaſes, where I 


have found benefit from the Acid, or " where 1 ſhould ex- 
pect it. 


Hsu have a fever in Bombay, that has 
been called a typhus fever, and ſometimes a nervous 
or bilious, or putrid fever, according to the ſtage of the 
diſcaſe, or the fancy of practitioners. It has many of the 
fame ſymptoms with the typhus of Europe, but I think it 
is a diſeaſe of a very different character; and that the or- 
gans that are chiefly concerned, as well as the remote 
cauſes that produce it, are widely different. The abdo- / 
minal viſcera principally ſuffer in this diſorder. The brain 
indeed becomes affected; but this affection ſeems to ariſe 
. from a ſympathy with other organs, and it is not in itſelf 
_ a dangerous diſcaſe. Whatever brings on a morbid ſtate 
ol the liver, brings on occaſionally this remitting or con- 
tinued fever; but the moſt common cauſe of it is an 
aerial fluid that is lighter than the atmoſphere. This 
fluid is evolved from fermenting vegetables, or putrid 
* 10 Water. 


% 
water. I ſuppoſe it is pydrogen gas, for I have great 
reaſon to think that it is not azote, nor its compounds. I 
cannot at preſent detail the obſervations dt lead me : to 
this belief. 4 

Wen the body is 3 the i are air that pro- 
| duces this fever, a greater quantity of bile than uſual is. 
formed by the liver, and this ſometimes appears before 
the fever is apparent. I have occaſionally been tempted 
to believe, that this ſtate of the liver was the cauſe of the 
fever; but I have more frequently thought that it was 
an effect of it. The liver ſeems to endeavour to throw: 
off this noxious air from the ſyſtem, in the form of bile, 
and to ſuffer too often itſelf from the ſalutary effort. It 
is acknowledged. by all the native practitioners, that this 
fever i is never A and ] Ny ſubſcribe to the” 


As the cauſes chat produce, this fever are weak in 
Bombay, we find that it is here but very ſeldom a dan- 
gerous diſcaſe, for it readily yields to ſuch a quantity of 
mercury, as in ſome degree affects the mouth, Ihe 
cafe is very different on the iſland of Salſette, where the 
remote cauſes more abundantly prevail, and where the 
ſame fever puts on, during a particular time of the year, 
a far more dangerous appearance. I am not ſurpriſed, 
that thoſe who have met with this fever under its worſt - 
form, ſhould have denied the efficacy of mercury alto 
gether ; for Lhave ſeen it rage, in ſome places of Salſette, 
with ſo much virulence, that neither mercury nor other 
remedies appeared in many caſes, to be of uſe. When 
the fever is ſtrong, from the abundance of its remote 
cauſes, there is a great objection to mercury; for, in or- 
der to be efficacious, it muſt be carried to a conſiderable 
length. The remedy, in this degree, has a tendency, to 
produce weakneſs, which is again followed by a re, 
of A or a diſordered ſtate of the liver. 
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I navx,in a very * caſes of this Salſette * given 
che Nitric Acid internally, and I think with advantage. 
1 ſhould indulge great hopes from the Nitric bath, which 
I have never had an opportunity of employing; for, by 
means of it, the ſyſtem may ſuddenly be ſupplied with 
abundance of oxygen, without the * effects that 
ariſe from mercury. 

I Have ſaid this fever is a very ferent diſeaſe from 
che typhus of Europe, for which I have ſeen it too often 
miſtaken by practitioners. The typhus I have never 
met with in India (a few inſtances only excepted) and 
thoſe were generated on board of ſhips. That our diſ- 
eaſe is quite of a different character, I am perfectly con- 
vinced; it is a moſt important truth, that I cannot too 
earneſtly inculcate. Whether the fever of this country 
appears under the form of a continued fever, of a remit- 
tent, or of an intermittent, its nature is the ſame, and 
it ſhould be placed among 7 the intermittents of CuLLEn., 
I think we are not far removed from a more intimate 
' knowledge than we have hitherto had of this diſorder. 

Tuis fever of Bombay, towards the concluſion, often 
takes an intermittent form, when it is readily ſtopped by 
the bark, or ſtil] more effectually by keeping the patient, 
for ſeveral hours before the expected attack, under the 
influence of opium. Until the ſtrength be recovered, 
there is great danger of the liver becoming diſordered, 
which can only be avoided by giving ſmall quantities of 
mercury to convaleſcents. A ſtate of weakneſs very 
often gives riſe to a diſordered liver. May I be al- 
lowed to ſay, that a feeble circulation is favourable in 
that organ to an ee * reſinous baſe of 
the bile ? | 
- » I 4MAGINE that this fever. is a different diſeaſe from 
_ the yellow fever of America, or that its character is in 

ſome way altered by the difference of climate. Has it 


6) 


any relation to the Typhus Ifterodes of the Weſt Indies? 
Nobody ſhould give a deciſion on ſuch a ſubject, but 


thoſe who have: ſham both Gong and ſeen them for 


a long time. 


F Feoer—Tnxnx | is a moſt dangerous fe. 


ver to which lying- in women are ſubje&t in this 
country. It appears ſoon after delivery. Its firſt ap- 


proaches reſemble thoſe of an intermittent; but it ſoon 
takes a continued form. Almoſt as ſoon as the fever is 
formed, the region of the uterus becomes very painful, 
and ſhortly afterwards the whole abdomen tender and 
tumid. It is impoſſible to turn in bed from the extreme 
ſenſibility of the bowels, which ſometimes feel as if 
ſtrongly confined by a ſtring. The countenance be- 


comes remarkably dejected; the brain difordered; and 


- death enſues in the courſe of about a week. 
How often, before I diſcovered the remedy * this 
diſeaſe, have I dreaded its approaches, and lamented its 


_ . conſequences! This remedy is oxygenation by mercury. 


T have employed it in a good many inſtances, and for 


many years, and with the moſt perfect ſucceſs, The 
mouth ſhould be made, without delay, a little tender with | 
calomel, or any other preparation of mercury, while the 


bowels are kept open by medicine. By this method the 


diſeaſe does ſoon diſappear, or it takes the form of an in- 


termittent, when it may be ſtopped by opium or” the 
bark, I earneſtly recommend my practice in this coun- 


try to others; and I affirm, that they will then very 


ſeldom ſee the helpleſs infant deprived of its mother, and 


the preparations of gladneſs exchanged for the diſmal. ap- 


paratus of the tomb. 


I Have not tried the Nitric Acid in ſuch a caſe, for 


I have been afraid to loſe 4 A \ momeng of time; but I 


thould | 


% 


J | 
ſhould hope that it m__ be a your ann for mer - 


 cury. 


"Tas liver ſeems to- me to be chiefly concerned in 
an, this diſeaſe. It appears to be leſs able to bear, 
than any of the other viſcera, the 121 e that hap- 

pens from parturition. 

Tux diſſection of the Jead i is apt to lead us to falſe. 
concluſions with reſpe& to this diſeaſe, unleſs corrected, 
by attentive obſervation during life. The liver may be 
found apparently ſound after death, while it was really 
the ſource of the fever, and conſequently of the inflam- 
mation of the uterus, and of all the ſubſequent diſtreſs. I 
imagine that this is the true nature of this fever, and 
the origin of all the [ymptoms of the diſeaſe ; nor do I 
believe that I have adopted this ne on a ſlender 
foundation, ; 

Tuis fever is not contagious. Has it any 1 _ 
the puerperal fever 'of Europe? I ſee no difference in 
their ſymptoms, rt dare not make a gy on ſuch. 

a ſubject. 255 

W have ſome XU febrile affections beide thoſe 
that I have mentioned, but they are ſeldom of much im- 
portance, nor do . that e would be n . 


| for them. 


Acute r diſeaſe is not very frequent 
here. It is ſeldom attended with danger if pro- 
perly managed. Blood - letting ſeems uſeful, eſpecially 
to Europeans, ſoon after their arrival in this country. 
Bliſtering ſometimes relieves the pain. A very open 
ſtate of the bowels, a method which nature often em- 
ploys to relieve herſelf, is perhaps of much more con- 
ſequence than either of thoſe remedies ; but the danger 
of the formation of matter can only, with any certainty, 
de avoided by the uſe of mercury. Alas | that molt 

__ diſmal 
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diſmal. of misfortunes. is tod often! induced by the el 


theories, or the want of experience of practitioners, in 


this country. I recommend mercury. in preference ts 
the Nitric Acid, in all cafes that are urgent, for its effect 
appears to be more rapid; I here ſpeak of the internal 
uſe of the Acid, for I have hardly in ſuch caſes employed | 
the bath. When there is much danger from delay, the 


bath may very properly be tried at the ſume time with 


mercury. The ſources of information on this ſubject _ 


are various and reſpectable; wy "OE e of a 
different kin. | 


. \ 


Chronic Hepatiti, Du. en ee 
chronic inflammation is ſeldom to be certainly known 


before death, when it is diſcovered from diſſection to 
have exiſted by our finding large abſceſſes in the liver. 
I am convinced, that it may almoſt always be known 
during life,” and with a great degree of certainty, It is 


far more common here than the Acute Hepatitis, That 
man will reſolve the moſt important problem for the im- 
provement of the praftice of medicine, who, with con- 
ſummate ſkill, ſhall aſcertain the variousderangements of / | 


the human frame that ariſe in this country from the 
chronic affections of the liver. ; 


Mercury is no doubt the grand remedy for this 


ſpecies of hepatitis. It very often removes it entirely, 


or when it does not remove the diſeaſe, it alleviates it, 
and leſſens the riſk of abſceſs. It muſt be acknowledged, 


however, that mercury affords, in many caſes, no more 
than a temporary relief, and the fick continue to drag on 

a wretched exiſtence, I have ſucceeded in ſome of thoſe 
_ caſes by the Nitric Acid given internally, and I have 


known the bath too of great ſervice. I think that oxy» 


gen renders this ſluggiſh and obſtructed organ pervious 
and healthy, by giving ſolubility to the reſinous baſe of 


* 
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: the bile which is collected, from a ſtate of weakneſs, from 

| Jong expoſure to heat, and from many other cauſes. It 
is ſome confirmation of this opinion, that the relief which 
ariſes from the calces of mercury, is often mur | 
preceded hy'-a-purging of bilious matter. From this 
theory the reaſon too perhaps appears, why mercury has 
but little influence in removing diſeaſes of the ſpleen. 
It is certainly ſometimes of uſe for the ſpleen ; but it has, 
in general, appeared to me to be only ſo far of ſerviceas it 
reſtores to a healthy Rate the liver, an organ with which 
the ſpleen is ſo intimately connected. When the Acid- 
1s uſed for hepatitis, much attention ſhould be paid to- 
keeping the bowels very ſoluble. In ſuch caſes. I have 


ſeen the urine become ering coloured with 2 : 
from the effects of the bath. 9d 


 Dyſentery—Tnz FR SEAL of "$2 Bs appears to me 
always to ariſe from a diſordered ſecretion. of the liver. 
It is never contagious. The preparations of mercury, 
if properly employed before ulcerations are formed in the 
inteſtines, are very generally ſucceſsful, If ulcerations be 
allowed to form, the caſe is very different; a new diſeaſe 


has now ariſen ; the glands of the meſentery get enlarged, 
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for which I know of no remedy. It is in vain to reſtore 
the liver to x healthy ſtate, for the flux will continue, and 
produce waſting and death. In ſuch. caſes we are very apt 
to be deceived by diſſeion, in regard to the firſt ſource 
of the diſcaſe, for the liver will often be found to be ap- 
; parently ſound after death, while the affection of the inteſ- 

tines and myſentery, that were its conſequences, had be- 
come in their turn the cauſes of the dyſentery. I have 
tried, or L have ſeen the Nitric bath tried by others, in 
many caſes of dyſentery, and with advantage. We have 
alſo employed the Acid internally in this diſeaſe with hes 


Dyſenery 
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eie and Cholera. Morbus of Children. V TTY 


young children in this country are ſometimes ſuddenly - 


taken with a purging, ſo that in a few hours they have 
fifteen or twenty motions; The frequency of the dif- 
charges then in general abates, but {till the diſeaſe goes 


on for a day or two, when they die. I believe that, like 


our dyſentery, this diſeaſe ariſes from a difordered ſecte- 
tion of the liver. This complaint has been very generally 
fatal at this place; but of late years I have known ſome 
very happy recoveries from rubbing the infants freely 


with mercurial ointment. I have done fo at the age of a 
fortnight, and with the beſt effect. Thoſe little creatures 


reſiſt the effects of mercury in a ſurpriſing manner. Qn 
the leaſt appearance of redneſs of the gums, or other affec- 


tion of the mouth, the ointment ſhould be carefully waſh» 


ed from the ſkin. It will, in general, be found, that the 


diſeaſe gives way before any affection of the mouth ap- 


pears, and that we ſhall be allowed time to proceed with +. 
£ caution, It will be fortunate if the Nitric Acid bath 


ſhall prove of the ſame yalue with mercury in caſes of this 


kind ; for, although I uſe mercury with infants without 
hueſitation, 1. do not employ i it without fear. The dread- 


ful conſequences that would atife from making a child's 
mouth very ſore with. Wer 3 be apparent to _ 
perſon. . 


Ken RE ſeen «oy wa effeQs in this v diſeaſe 
from the Nitric Acid internally, and as a bath, which 


have led me to ſuppoſe ay” it was of OR AO 
ariſes from i ir ue” | "Pp e 
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. Afthma Sent; AI once ſaw an dale | 
of an Armenian merchant in this diſeaſe, He had been 
ill of it for ſeveral years. The firs returned at the diſtance 
$9 a month from each other, and he remained in 
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great diſtreſs with each paroxyſm for about five days at a 
time. During a very violent fit, in which he ſeemed to 
run a great riſk of ſuffocation, Mr. Steuart, Dr. Keir, 
and myſelf, put him into a tepid Nitric bath. By the 
time that he had remained in it for half an hour, be ex- 

preſſed a ſenſe of relief. In two hours more we were 
obliged to repeat the bath, as his diſtreſs had returned. 
After being a quarter of an hour in the ſecond bath, he 


fu he was ſurpriſingly better, and be ftaid in it for above 


half an hour, and was unwilling to leave it. He ſlept 
with comfort during the enſuing night, and afterwards 


continued to mend. The bath was uſed for ſome days 


| together, until a conſiderable affection of the mouth was 
produced. He remains ever ſince, and it is now fifteen. 
months ago, in very good health, This is not the only 


; eaſe in which I have known the Nitric Acid of uſe in 


aſthma ; but I have neyer ſeen the ſenſe of relieſ to ariſe 
ſo very ſuddenly : as in this inſtance ; but I have but little 
>, experience yer of t the bath in this diſcaſe. . 


1 5 Syphilis. CAN have no doubt but that the Nitric 
bath will become a very uſeful agent for the cure of ſy- . 
. __ philis, I believe that many of the failures of the Acid 

in curing lues, have ariſen from too ſmall a quantity of it 
being in the habit. Although it is certain that it cures / 
ſyphilis without affecting the mouth, yet in general I do 

not find that the ſymptoms in bad caſes begin to yield 
till the mouth be gonſiderably ſenſible of it, It is deſir- 
able, even in recent caſes, that the affection of the mouth 
| ſhould be apparent, , an index of the quantity of Acid 
that has been abſorbed. We have found that the bath 

lone removes very happily, not only the primary but 
the ſecondary ſymptoms of lues. In obſtinate caſes the 


body may be bathed 4 inthe Acid ſeveral times a. day; on 


© other occaſions it will be ſufficient ee it 
| or 


> 


60 


for half an Jour A and to repeat this four, e or 
fix times a-day, according to circumſtances. I have ſeen 


chaneres, buboes, &c. very readily go away by bathing: 


the lower extremitics in this manner, without any appli» | 5 


cation to the parts affected, When the moſt powerful 


effect is required, the body may be frequently immerſed 5 


in the Acid bath, of as great a ſtrength as the ſkin can 
bear it, while it is taken internally in as large a quantity 


as the ſtomach will permit. By varying the means of 
abſorption, by giving over the uſe of the Acid for a time, 
and by perſevering for months together, I have certain 
ſeen cures produced where mercury had entirely failed, - 
and where I think it never would have fiicceeded. - The 
Acid bath, as I ſuppoſe cold water would do in the ſame” © 


eircumſtances, is apt to produce a kind of rheumatiſm 


which reſembles venereal pains. I have obſerved that 


<2 ON re Oe time by giving up W 
1 
Tux reſult of our experience of late ſeems to be, that 

by the bath, or by combining the internal uſe of the Acid 
with its external application, we ſucceed in hopeleſs caſes 
where mercury had failed; in other inſtances, however, 
of a ſimilar nature, I have failed by the Acid. When 
the bones are highly diſeaſed, a long time is required to 


reſtore them to health, even after the poiſon of ſyphilis is 


| neutralized, I think I have obſerved in ſome inſtances, 
that the immediate relief from pain is not fo decided 
from the Acid as from mercury, even where its perma- 
nently good effects have been far more conſiderable. 


In recent caſes of ſyphilis we have been much more Y 


ſucceſsful ; I am hardly able in truth to record but very 


few inſtances of failure. Some caſes have been more 5 


troubleſome and more tedious than 122 but they have 
given way in the end. 
„enn 1 reſp to th permanene of the cures by the 


- 
* 


. N 


„ 
Axtd; ee ae to Münk thas at Raſt ivy ate nee 


| lefs fo than thoſe from mercury; but I make it a practice; 
- even in the recent diſeaſe, to affect the mouth by it, or to 


produce ſome very evident affection of the ſyſtems 

I fave been blamed for giving too warm a teſtimony 
of my ſucceſs. I have, however, nothing to detract from 
the firſtletter that I publiſhed on the ſubject. I have al- 


ways allowed, that where mercury had failed; I have too 


| often failed with the Acid. I hope that by the aſſiſtance 
of the bath we ſhall be ſtill more fortunate in future, for 


; it bas put us in poſſeſſion of a power that may be much 


increaſed or 8 according to the DIY 4. re- 
Aen. | 


7 


Eibe ns ſhocking diſeaſe i is not uncommon | 
© hone: and we often ſee poor wretches who linger under 
it for years together, before: the-welcome deliverance of 
death. The Indians give arſenic for it, and occaſionally 
with ſucceſs. They do not communicate® it to their 
wires: They are avoided chiefly from their diſguſting 
keen, or the ill ſmell of their ſores and breath. 

.Some months ago I put a man, with fevere ſymptoms 
of the elephantiaſis, into a Nitric bath. In leſs than fix 
| weeks his ſkin became ſofter, and bis limbs lefs ſtiff. 


5 He has continued the bath almoſt ever ſince, with a flight 


affection of the mouth. The various ulcerations that 
were on his hands and feet, and other parts, have diſap- 


peared. . His ſkin is pliable, and nearly of an equal thick- * 


nels every where. His health is good, nor can I obſerve 
much appearance of diſeaſe about him. He has loſt the 


leonine aſpect which he had, in a . degree. This ? 95 


is the only caſe of elephantiaſis in which I have tried the 


bark, but it is a ſtrong one, and is concluſive, fo far as a 
8 inſtance can be ſo. 


Or ne doit ni s'aſſurer aiſement de voir ce que les 


2 | „ "os 
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plu grands hommes r n ont * vu, ni en n acer en · 


tierement. 


Fmall-po "A 290 bis * 2 an end here to 4 
Tall: po, which appears again in the cold ſeaſon. Is 


| this from a certain degree of heat, enabling ſome part of 
the atmoſphere to combine with that poiſon and render it 


harmleſs ? Would the Nitric bath, uſed after inocula- 
tion, and before the appearance of the eruptive fever, 
make the ſubſequent diſeaſe more virulent or more mild? 


I have thought that mercury increaſes the ill ſymptoms f 
| that diſeaſe ; but on the other hand it is faid, that MOI 


air renders this poiſon ! inert. 


S curvy. Wx Admiral Rainier was here laſt year, 
| I frequently mentioned to him a deſite of having the Ni- 


tric Acid tried for ſcurvy on board of his ſhips: He ex- 
preſſed great willingneſs to forward my wiſhes, and on 
dis ſailing from Bombay I gave him a quantity of Acid, 


which he ſent to ſeveral of his ſurgeons, with a deſire 
tha it might be given in ſcurvy.” The little memorial 
that I wrote, he alſo put into the hands of thoſe gentle- 


- 


men. It gave ſome directions about uſing the Acid in- 


ternally and externally ; and it expreſſed my hopes, from 
the nature of the diſeaſe, as well as from the effect of vege- 


tables and vegetable Acids in curing it, that the Nitrie 
Acid, which ſo readily parts with its oxygen, might have 


an influence of a ſimilar kind. It has been tried with 
ſucceſs, as will appear by the accompanying Caſes from 


two of the ſurgeons of the ſhips where ſcurvy made its 


appearance. From the character of thoſe gentlemen, I 
cannot have a doubt of their accuracy; and I am further 
authorized by the Admiral to ſay, that the report was 
made with his knowledge and approbation. This is a diſ- 
et in which I myſelf have N46 
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1 great law for the eure of moſt of the diſcaſcs that 
1 have mentioned, is certainly Oxygenation, I have come 
to ſuch a concluſion by no ſudden, by no brilliant effort 
of the mind, Tt is deduced from long and patient obſer- 
vation of the ſick, and from numerous diſſections of the 


dead. It is agreeable to the experience of many prac- . 
|  titioners, From the beginning it has been my object to 
inculcate this general rule, in certain diſeaſes not to re- 


commend a ſpecific in any particular complaint®. At an 
early period I beheld its importance, It will not only 


aſſiſt us in curing many of the moſt dreadful complaints 


of this country, but it will throw a new gt on their hid= 
den nature, | 

Tux forms of diſeaſes varying by ſeaſons, by conſti- 
tution, and by a thouſand circumſtances natural and mo- 


ral, afford a fliting and almoſt inacceſſible object of ſpecu- 


lation to the ableſt mind. When a botaniſt firſt ſees 
our plants, he is confounded with the variety of new ap- 


_ | pearances; and it is only by time and attention that he 


can diſtinguiſh every individual among them; but many 
of the practitioners of medicine proceed with leſs caution 


in à far more difficult art. They deſcribe diſeaſes, and 


form theories, In ſecurity from detection, by the obſcure 
nature of the / ſubject itſelf, Let it never be ſuppoſed that 
any thing that I have faid about the diſeaſes of Bombay, is 
to be transferred to thoſe of Europe, for nobody can be 


more certainly convinced chan I am. of the difference of 


„ Bs 
cin cure a fever, © ſource of which is vlnced in -the- 
viſcera of the abdomen, ſhould with equal efficacy remove 
a fever which depends on an affection of the brain. 

Ax one who has ſeen the Nitric Acid applied to a 
bit of tin or iron, is convinced that it has communicated 
ſomething to thoſe metals. I am equally convinced, that 
by means of abſorption and of circulation, it communi- 


cates ſomething to every portion of the living maſs, in 
ſpite of the reſiſtance of vitality. I am ſurpriſed thatpeo- 


ple, who are in the habit of oxygenating inanimate ſub-. 


| ſtances with the Nitric Avid, ſhould not long ago have 
thought of oxygenating their own bodies with it; but I 
was led to this, as I have related, by an accidental ob- 
ſervation which made a great impreſſion on my mind. 
5 I ove@nT not, I think, to be charged with a love of 
theory. I have ventured in my reaſonings to proceed but 
a very little way, and that no farther than the known law 
of mechaniſm or of chemiſtry ſeem to permit me. I 
have not uſed ſuch words as ſpaſm, or irritability, or action, 
although I might have done ſo by the authority of ſome 
of the ableſt of our philoſophers, for I am ſenſible that L 
have not a ſufficiently diſtinct idea of the ſtate or change 
which they expreſs. When we know more of the opera- 
tions of life, we ſhall be able to reject theſe unknown qua * 
tities from the terms of our analyſis, - 
IT may be thought that I ſhould have ackberdichnt - 
ſome obligation to Dr. GIRTANNER for he had ſuppoſed - 
before me, that the oxygen of the mercurial calces, and 
not the metal itſelf, is the active principle in the living 


body. The truth is, that I had formed an opinion of the 


"operation of the mercurial calces from the effects of the 
Nitric Acid, a conſiderable time beforg I met with an 
extract of the theory of the Doctor. I ſa two ſub» 
ſtances of a different compoſition perform the ſame ef- 
fects. I therefore concluded, that it is the principle Which 


N 


| (74 .) | 
is common to both that performed them. Although agree 

with Dr. GR TANNER, that ſome of the good effects 
of the metallic calces do ariſe from their oxygen, * 


am certain that many of their moſt remarkable eff 
the habit are produced by the metal. It is no kth 


to ſay, that without the oxygen the metal remains nearly 


inert in the inteſtinal canal. A conſiderable quantity of 
oxygen will be found to produce no very ſenſible effect 
in the ſame ſituation. They muſt be united, to enable them 

to enter the ſyſtem. by abſorption from the ſkin or prime 
viz. How the Doctor could diſtinguiſh the effects of 
the metal from thoſe of its oxygen, I do not know; nor 

would ſuch a notion have appeared to me any thing bet» 


ter than a mere conjecture, unleſs L had before adopted an 


opinion that to a certain degree coincides with it, but from 
a different fort of evidence, I uſe the word conjecture, 
' for I admit the ſentiment of Mr. PALIN; that « he along 
diſcovers who proves.” - 
INA already ſeen enough of the $964 of he Ni- 

trie bath, to lead me to believe that it, or a bath of a 
ſimilar conſtitution, will remain among mankind as a re- 
medy for ſome of their evils, and that it will occaſionally 
lighten the burthen of life. I ſhall indeed have obtained 
the whole reward that ever I deſired, when it is found 
that the noble taſk is accompliſhed which J propoſed to 
myſelf in the beginning, of Kg a little the limits of 

ny WOOL art. | 
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_ ABOUT two years 280 1 be you the reful of 17 


| tals of Nitric Acid in Syphilis. I continued the uſe of : . 


the. Acid in Jerſey, in England, and on the voyage to the 
Cape of Good Hope; but I can only ſay in general, that 
I was ſucceſsful: our changing ſituations did not allow 
me to keep regular journals of my caſes. The Nitric 
Acid not being a medicine allowed by the Army M edical 
Board, it was but a very ſmall quantity of it that I could 


carry out with me from Portſmouth. Having a good 


ſupply of Sulphuric Acid, I attempted to 18 it as A ſub- 
ſtitute, but with no ſucceſs. 


1 PURCHASED a ſupply of Nitric Acid at the Cape o 
Good Hope, and uſed it in a diſeaſe very different from 


Ty Syphilis, ina contagious Dyſentery, which very generally 


- prevailed in the fleet, I was led to uſe it in this diſeaſe 
from analogy, having ſeen it moſt ſucceſsfully treated 
with mercurial preparations in the Weſt Indies, and ob- 

| ſerved it only to ſucceed when it induced ſalivation: 8 
Arx a future period I ſhall ſend you accounts of the 
extenſive uſe of the Nitric Acid ig Dyfentery and Hepa- 
titis. I at preſent tranſmit my trials of the Acid in Sy- 
pzhilis. In my hoſpital I have uſed no Mercury in the 
venereal caſes. I ſhall proceed to give you a ſhort abſtract 
of them from the Regimental Caſe Book. 5 

I. Tas firſt caſe that appeared in this country was, 2 


that of Mr. T——r. On the 24th of June laſt, nge 


ſhewed me two chancres on the prepuce, and one on the 
| | glans; | 


„ ä 
glans 3 they were of five days duration. I gave him two 
drachms and a half daily till the 29th, when, obſerving the 
chaneres larger, I increaſed the doſe of the Acid to four, 

and latterly to five drachms in the day. On the 8th of 

July the ulcers looked clean and contracted; his mouth 
was ſlightly affected. On the 12th the ulcers had diſ- | 

” appeared, and his mouth was very fore. 

II. Ov the7th of July, Corporal ScoTT was admitted 
into the hoſpital with a gonorrhæa of three days ſtanding. 
He was ordered to drink along with water two drachms 

of the Acid daily, and frequently to inject milk and 

water. On the 20th he was diſmiſſed cured ; but ap- 

pled again on the 26th, his running having returned. He | 
was now ordered both to take the Acid internally in the 
fame doſe, and to uſe the Nitric bath. In the courſe of 
eight days a ſalivation was induced, and on the 4th of 
Auguſt he was diſmiſſed cured. _ 


III. TimoTay Curl had laboured under ve- 


nereal complaints for the laſt two years; for theſe I had 
treated him with a variety of mercurial preparations, with 
Mezereon, with the decoction of the woods, and with this 
and Mereury conjoined ʒ but though Mercury never failed 

to give him temporary relief, he always returned to the 
hoſpital after a ſhort interval. On the gth of July laſt he 


was received into the hoſpital, having four ulcers on his 


neck and throat, ſevere nocturnal pains of the hard bones, 
and a conſiderable ſwelling of the right knee-joint. I or- 
dered him the Acid, and began with ſmall doſes. I gra- 


dually increaſed the doſe, and by the 1ſt of September, 


it had twice lightly affected his mouth, though with 
little apparent benefit. By the 20th of September, how- 
ever, the ſwelling in the knee had'greatly decreaſed, the 
ulcers were quite healed up, but he till complained of the 
. pains of his bones, though by uſing the Nitric bath, and 
lat at the ſame time ſeven drachms of the Acid daily 
| | bar 


t * | 
for the laft ten Jays, a ſevere ſalvation was induced. 


On the 5th of October no ſymptom remained but a little 


\ ſwelling of the knee; his general health was excellent and 
his looks very healthy, yet he complained of the ſeverity of 
his pains, and freſh pains in his ſhoulders and hip joints; 
For theſe I ordered him nothing but frictions, and dif- 
miſſed him on the 13th of October, cured. * 

IV. DruMMER CLARKE applied for admiſſion on the 
11th of July laſt. Endearouriag to ſtop a gonorrhea, he 


had a ſwelling in the right teſticle and luppreſſion of urine. 


By means of leeches and topical applications, the ſwelling 
was reduced, and he made water with eaſe ; but on the 
10th of July, he ſhewed me the right inguinal glans ſwel- 
led. I ordered him to uſe the Nitric bath, and to as 


Acid internally at the ſame time. A violent ſalivation 


was quickly induced. I meaſured the quantity of faliva 
ſecreted during one day, and found it to exceed a quart. 

By the 12th of Auguſt, every ſymptom. had en, 
and he was diſmiſſed. 

James OWENs on the 17th of July was admitted into 


as cured only ten days before, having been treated 
ſolely with aſtringent injections. I ordered him the Acid 
internally, and to uſe the bath. By the 4th of Auguſt 


he was well, and on the 12th I diſmiſſed him for duty; 3 


his mouth had not been affected. 


Vl. Samver Mannxlx came into the hoſpital on the 


' 17th of July. He had likewiſe been only diſcharged ten 


days before as cured. by injections. I put him on the 
ſame treatment as the laft patient, viz. Owens. Though 
| the ardur urinz was removed, and though the ſalivary _ 
glans had been affected, yet on the 28th of Auguſt he 
had conſiderable running. I at this time ordered him an 
injection with the vitriolated Zinc, and on the Bth of 
Sp returned him for duty. 


VII. pu 


' the hoſpital, having a gonorrhæa. He had been diſmiſſed 


* * 
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VII. PaiLIe. Granny was received into the boſpita : 


on the 19th of July. He faid that he had expoſed him- 
+ ſelf to infeQtion a few days before he embarked from 


England for India, but never ſince. This was in Ve- 


cember 1798, aſter which he had a bubo in the left groin 
which ſuppurated, and which, from the intractable nature 
of the patient, was about three months in healing. Not- 


withſtanding the irregular manner in which he took his 


medicines, his mouth was kept affected for many days; 
but the accuracy of his ſtatement cannot be depended 
upon. Ar this time he complained of pains of the 
frontal bone, ulnz and tibiæe. The left groin was 
ulcerated and callous. © The palate and fauces retained 


marks of ulcers, though none could at preſent be ſeen, 


He was immediately ordered to uſe the Nitric bath, and 
was likewiſe directed to take fix drachms of the Acid 
daily, which was in a ſhort time increaſed to an ounce in | 


the fame time. By the 20th of Auguſt his mouth had 


been ſeverely affected, and on the 4th of September 35 
* diſmiſſed him for duty, free of all complaints, 

Par. DaLy came into the hoſpital on the -19th of 
July, with a gonorrhæa. From the time of his admiſſion 
till the 19th of Auguſt, he was treated with the Acid 
alone, as at that time there was ſtill a good deal of diſ- 
charge from the urethra, though the ſcalding was gone. 
L ordered bim an injection with vitriol, and diſmiſſed | 
him 26th of Auguſt, | 

IX. Drummer LANGLEY, on the 20th. of July 
ſhewed me three venereal ulcers on the prepuce, of but two 
days ſtanding, For the firſt two days I only touched them 
with blue vitriol; but on the 23d, finding them little al- 
tered, and as he complained of uneaſineſs in his groin, I 
ordered him to uſe the Nitric bath, and likewiſe to drink 


the Acid mixture. His mouth was affected in twelve 


days and on the Sch of Auguſt I diſmiſſed him cured, 
X, r 


's 


of five days 


theſe were touched with blue vitriol, and he was merely 


directed to keep them clean, On the 24th he ſnewed me : 


large ſwelling in the right groin, The chancres appeared 


to be healing very faſt. The Acid mixture and bath 


were immediately ordered, till his gums were lightly 
affected; yet the tumor advanced to ſuppuration, and on 


the 6th Auguſt it broke and diſcharged purulent matter 


freely. The Acid was reſumed till his gums were a 
ſecond time affected, and a conſiderable flow of ſaliva in- 


duced. With the uſe of digeſtive ointment only, and ; 


the occaſional application of blue vitriol to the edges 
when callous, the ſore in his groin healed up, and on the 
40 September he was diſmiſſed in perfect health. | 

XI. Os 7th of Auguſt James PEREKIxs ſhewed men 
foul ulcer, larger than à ſhilling, on the prepuce including 


\ the frænum. On the 5th, Sth, and gth, I touched it 


with lunar cauſtic : but as at this time the ulcer ſtill | 


tion! For three days after his admiſſion, 


V 
2 Henxy HANDFIELD was admitted on 21ſt July, | 
erregen. on the prepuce, and one on the glans, 


was foul and continued to ſpread, and as he complained of 


his right groin, I ordered him the Acid mixture and bath. 
On examination I could feel no ſwelling or hardheſs in his 
groin at this period. On the 19th the appearance of his 
| fore was not mended, but all continued well in his groin. 
The doſe of the Acid taken internally, was at this time 
increaſed from fix drachms to an ounce in the day, the 
bath being uſed at the ſame time. On the 26th the 
ulcer was unaltered; though his appetite was very * 
yet he looked · very thin, was extremely irritable, and com- 


ained of great weakneſs. His gums had by this time 
gr 2 y 


been twice affected lightly; The Acid was now ſtopped, 
and he took no medicine till the 1{ September. At this 
time the ulcer looked very foul, and had greatly increaſed; 
hls te had 1 worn off, and he was or- 

. j dered | 
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. By the 15th e Wy 


ulcer had diminiſhed to half its original ſize, and was very 


clean; to the 22d it continued to heal, though I thought 


very ſlowly, but he again became very irritable and feeble, 
and though he eat well, he looked very thin. The 
further uſe of the Acid was ſtopped, and he was or- 
dered three drachms of Peruvian bark daily, with 
wine, and a nouriſhing diet. On the 27th he ſurpriſed 
me, by ſhewing a ſwelling in his left groin, after the 


' wlcer on the prepuce had totally diſappeared. The 


Acid was again reſumed, and the bark, & c. continued. 
The bubo vontinued to increaſe for five days, but about 
this time, he a third time complained of a ſoreneſs of his 
gums, which was kept up for ſeveral days, till there was 
a great diſcharge of ſaliva, when the Acid was ſtopped. 
The bubo continued to diſcuſs from the 3d of October; 

and on the ꝙth it totally diſappeared. But I thought it 
prudent to give him the Acid in ſmall quantities till the 
r9th, when he was diſmiſſed. - 

XII. On 12th Auguſt MichAkl. Baackzs applied 
to me for a gonorrhæa of two days ſtanding. I ordered 
him to inject milk and water frequently, gave him the 
Acid mixture, and deſired him to go three times a-day 


og into the Nitric bath. This treatment I continued till the 


Zth September. Though he had at this time very little 
ſcalding, the running continued unabated. I ſtopped the 
Acid, and gave him an aſtringent injection. On 3oth 

September he was diſmiſſed cured. by this caſe the gums | 
were affectet. 

XIII. Auguſt 27th. . S1Ms was received 
| into the hoſpital, with two chancres on the prepuce; and 
what appeared to be an excoriation .of the glans, The 
chaneres were of ſeveral days ſtanding ; and he complained 
of his groin, though on examination no. hardneſs could be 

felt, He was immediately ordered to drink the Acid, and 
oc | | | 5 | to 
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to a the Nitric bath tins! times a-day. | September 224, 
the ulcers had conttracted, and cicatrization was. adyanc- 5 
ing. September 28th, he was ſent to do duty. In this 
caſe the mouth had not been affected by the Acid. | 
XIV. Joun Haywoop,' of the 84th regiment, | in 
April laſt got a ſevere venereal complaint at Madras, of 


which a chancre had been the firſt ſymptom, In Auguſt, _ * 


he came to Bombay, and was under the care of Mr. 

Scor r, ſurgeon to the 84th regiment, who, after a trial 
of different mercurial preparations, and having twice 
induced a light ſalivation with no benefit, on conſultation 
with ſeveral gentlemen of the medical line, was led to 
order him the Acid. He had only been a few days on 
this treatment, when the 84th regiment was ordered from 
Bombay to Goa. He was one of fix men whom it was 
judged unſafe to move, and who were left under my care. 
When I firſt ſaw him on goth Auguſt, he was a moſt - 
emaciated figure; a bubo which he had in the left groin, 
had ſpread upwards to the umbilical region, was very foul 
and fcetid, of about 16 inches in circumference, very deep, 
having made its way through the integuments, and part 
of the oblique muſcle, and with the edges unequal and 
' ſpreading. In conſequence of the immenſe diſcharge from 
this ulcer, he was extremely debilitated, and even had 
| hetic ſymptoms, From the irritable ſtate of his ſto» 
mach for ſome days, I could only get him to take two 
drachms of the Acid daily. Along with this were given 
wine liberally, and what diet he choſe, On the 6th ' 
September, the ulcer looked rather cleaner, but the pro- 


greſs of it did not appear to be ſtopt, the diſcharge was | 


very great, ſo as to render it neceſſary to dreſs the ulcer 
| four times a-day. Conſidering his extremely debilitated 
appearance, his appetite at this time amazed us. I was 
e this time to increaſe the: doſe of the ro, 
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half an ounc® in the day, and ordered a frog wiktute of 
- the Acid to be rubbed in watm every morning and even- 
ing, into the inſide of his legs and arms for half an hour, 
I at the ſame time gave him three drachms of bark in the 
day. On the 13th, he complained much of his gums, and 
the uſe of the Acid was ſtopt for three days. On the 
16th it was reſumed z. his ulcer now looked clean, and 
granulations could beſeen at the bottom; but the diſcharge 
was immenſe ; his appetite however kept pace with it. 
On the 22d, the ulcer had greatly narrowed; on the 29th; 
cicatrization was advancing by the formation of a cicatrix 
on the flexure of the thigh : the original ulcer was now 
formed into two ſmall ſores, but his mouth being a ſecond 
time very painful, the uſe of the Acid was again ſtopt. 
 Odttober 5th, the ulcer is nearly ſkinned over, his general 
| healthis good, but he is not yet able to walk. He was 
ordered to go into the Acid bath three times a- day. Octo- 
ber 12th, the ulcer is quite healed, but he complains of 
dlarrhœa. Siſt. P. C. Peruv. 20th, He was in the moſt 
perfect health, and ſent to join his regiment. 

XV. SzxJEAnT Br1scoe of the 84th regiment, em- 
barked the 1ſt of September for Goa, having a bubo 
which had been open for ten days, and diſcharging very 
| freely, After being on board two days, his ſore looked 
fo bad, that though the voyage was only for a few days, 
Mr. Scott, his ſurgoon, thought it unſafe to take him along 
with him, and on the zd he was ſent on ſhore. When 
I received him he had a feetid ulcer with high edges, in- 

- cluding both ſets of the left inguinal glands, and fpreading 

' beyond them both above and below, its length was not 
leſs than eight inches; it was very deep, the lower inguinal 
glands were bare, and at firſt ſight I thought I ſaw the femo- 
ral artery, and though this was not then actually the caſe, 
the diſcharge from the ſore for the firſt ſux days was fo 
very great, and the e that I had 
the | 
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the greateſt fears for it. I immediately ordered * as 
much of the Acid mixture as he could drink in the day, 
and to keep his legs and arms in the Nitric bath for half 
an hour three times a day, On the 4th, to the Acid. I 
conjoined half an. ounce of Peruvian bark daily, wine, 
and what diet he could eat. On the 1ith, he com- 
plained of his gums, the progreſs of the ulcer had been 
ſtopped, it looked clean, and his general health was good. 
His gums were kept ſore four days, but as he then ſpat a 
great deal, the Acid was intermitted. On the 19th, the 

'alcer looked healthy, and he reſumed the Acid. The 
{ſore continued to heal till the 2d of October, when there 
being a ſecond time a flow of ſaliva, the Acid was ſtopped - 
again. On the 12th, the ſore had the moſt favourable 
appearance, his gums being well ; . he was ordered three 
times a day to bathe as much of his body as he could. He 
Continued to recover till the iſt of November, when the 


ulcer had a firm cicatrize, and he was ſent to his regiment, * gn 


At the time of his diſmiſſion the left _— glands — a 
| hard ſchirrhous feel. | 
| XVI. September roth. SER ina Snape ſhewed me 
a ſwelling in his right groin, of the ſie of a pillet's egg; 
it was but of three days duration. He aſſured me that he 
nad had no previous venereal ſymptom, and on examination 


I could perceive neither ulcer nor any appearance of go- 
norrhcea. He confeſſed that he had a very ſuſpicious con- 


nection eight days before. I ordered leeches to the ſwel- 
ling, and by every other means in my power endeavoured 
to diſcuſs it. I at the ſame time ordered him the Acid 
bath and mixture. Till the 17th, tha ſwelling continued 
to increaſe, was extremely painful, and it was now cir- 
cumſcribed, and felt very ſoft. He began about this time 
to ſpit freely. From this period the pain went off, and 
from the 20th, I could obſerve the ſwelling daily decreaſe. 
Oa the 229 he ſpit ſo much, that 1 ordered him to deſiſt 
. Ugg ſtom 
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1 bath z it was reſumed in three days, but again 
' increaſing the falivary diſcharge, the Acid was entirely 
ſtopt. On the 29th, the ſwelling was greatly reduced. 
October 5th, it continued decreafing ; 12th, though there 
{till remained a little ſwelling and hardneſs of the glands, 
there was no pain from it, By the 18th, i it had totally 
diſappeared, and he was diſmiſſed. * 
XVII. CHARLES Wood was received into PE hoſ- 
pital on the 12th September. He then had an extenſive 
ulcer of the ſoft parts of the noſe, including the cartilage, 
and the naſal bones were extremely painful, He had no 
primary ſymptom, and denies having bad any venereal 
complaint for the laſt twelve months. On looking into 
the fauces, marks of extenſive old ſores were diſcovered, 
the velum pendulum quite gone, He was ordered the 
Nitric bath and mixture as ſoon as admitted. On the 
22d, the diſcharge, from his noſe was 8 i 
and the ulcer ſeemed to ſpread. 
„ _ Oftober 5th, Tus quantity of the Acid has been very 
conſiderably increaſed, with no change in the ulcer: 
. _ though not feetid, the diſcharge ſtill conſiderable ; the 
mouth not affected. October 12th, his noſe is in the 
fame ſtate; he complains much of his right wriſt, though 
nothing can be ſeen or felt there—14th, The Acid was 
ſtopt, and not given again till the 23d ; during this time the 
ulcer gained conſiderably, the pain of his wriſt increaſed, 
and a ſwelling of the lower end of the ulna, to the extent 
ol ſix inches, could be diſtinctly felt. 26th, No alteration, 
the doſe of the Acid was increaſed totwo ounces inthe day. 
November 2d, No pain and little diſcharge from his noſe, 
pain of wriſt very ſevere, the ſwelling of the ulna increaſed ; 
and he complained of the right Mat though nothing 
could be felt there. | 
| November'gth. ' Tux progreſs of the ulcer | in his noſe 
| has been completely opt; it now heals, though ſtill very 
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painful, the node on the ulna does not increaſe, and he 
pain of the tibia is now gone: his gums are not yet affected. 
Capiat Acidi in Miſtura, Jij. 3ij- quot. November the 16th, 
Noſe entirely cured, the progreſs of the node on the ulna | 
ſtopt ; he feels leſs pain. 18th, As he complained much © 
of his bowels, and paſſed ſome blood with his ſtools, the 
Acid was again ſtopped. 23d, The nodous ſwelling con; 
ſiderably leſſened, but he ſtill complains of much pain at 
night; the Acid again given, but in ſmaller quantities. 50 
November the 3oth, The exoſtoſis is now reduced to half 
the ſize which at one time it was, but he ſtill complains _ 
of pains in his limbs. 

XVIII. DrummeR LancLey, applied on 22d Sep- 
tember, with a gonorrhoea of one day's duration. I ordered 
him a purgatiye, and deſired him to uſe the hoſpital injee- 
tion often. There was little alteration in the running till 
the 11th of October, when it was leſs ; but he then ſhewed -_ _ 
a ſlight ſwelling of the left inguinal hs. He was or- 
dered to go into the Nitric bath three times a day. 19th, 
The ſwelling increaſed, but continues hard and at- 
tended with little pain. By the 26th, it had greatly in- 
creaſed, and it was inflamed and very painful. The in- 
flammation ſpread to the abdominal integuments. Utatur 
 Miflura et Baln. Nitres. November 29, feels his mouth 
lightly affected, and the pain and ſwelling conſiderably 
diminiſhed. '16th, The bubo for the laſt eight days has been 
in an indolent ſtate, Siſſe Acid. He was ordered to 
take exercife, 23d, The bubo ſoft, painful, and advancing 
to ſuppuration. Utatur et Balu. et Mi tur. Acid. No- 
vember the 3oth, a ſmall opening was made into the bubo, 
which gave vent to much purulent matter; there is a 
diſcharge to about ten ounces daily from the falivary 
glands. December the 7th, a little matter oozes out from 


one; ſwelling of the groin W very 127 ; beach 
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XIX. CnAAIES TAYLOR, a drummer, on the- 22d 
of September, ſhewed me a ſwelling of dhe left inguinal = 
_ glands, Leeches-and diſcutients- were ineffectually tried 
for three days. On the 25th, he a nb ths 
Nitric bath; but notwithſtanding his gums being affected 
on the gth of October, and ſpitting profuſely on the 6th, 
the ſwelling continued to advance, was circumſcribed, and 
became very painful, By the 19th, it advanced to ſup- 
puration, and diſcharged much purulent matter. 26th, It 
continued to diſcharge very profuſely. Along with the 
Acid he was ordered to take three drachms of bark daily, 
and on the 20th of Noyember he was diſmiſſed cured. 

XX. Corporat BowLes, on the 25th of September 
have me a large bubo, for which a black doctor had 
given him a great many powders for the laſt two months. 
Though the bubo on his admiſſion felt ſoft, I vimmedi- 
ately put him on the Acid treatment, external and 
internal. On the 29th, he complained of his gums. 
October 2d I was ſenſible of the bubo being leſs, and 
there was a conſiderable flow of ſaliva, On the 12th, 
no ſwelling could be felt in his groin, On the r9th, he 

was diſmiſſed, On his admiſſion his general health way 
very bad, but when diſmiſſed it was excellent. 

XXI. On the 13th of October, WILLIAM TURNER 
| ſhewed me a very foul ulcer, occupying nearly one half of 
the glans penis, and ſeyeral ſmall excoriations on the pre- 
puce ; he acknowledged their being of fix days conti 

nuance. He was ordered frequently to waſh them, and 
I put him on the Nitric treatment. October 1 5th, an en- 

| largement of the right inguinal glands appeared ; the 
ſtrength of the acid mixture was increaſed, By the 26th, 
the bubo had diſappeared, and the chancres were clean, 
On the 16th of November, he was diſmiſſed cured. | 
XXII. Joun Maccnss, on the 13th of October, ap- 
plied ſor admiſſion with ſeveral ulcers on the glans and 
9 Loh were of 4 days duration, and he ac- 
| | neige 
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knowledged cies them from the ſame ſource « as Tur. 
ner. On his admiſſion he had a phymoſis. The ſame 
treatment as for Turner was ordered him. 20th, Prepuce 
eaſily retracted, ulcers clean, and he ſpits much. The 
Acid was omitted five days and then reſumed. October 
20th, chancres look healthy, but he complains of pain in 
his groin, though on examination no ſwelling could be 
felt. November 2d, T'wo of his chancres are healed, 
and the other looks well. 16th, All the chaneres cica- 
trized. November 23d, he was diſmiſſed cure. 

XXIII. CoxroraL Motrpkx, on the 15th of OA 


ber, applied to me with ſeyeral ſmall chancres on the pre- 


puce. For three days he was merely ordered to waſn 
them with a weak ſolution of vitriolated Zinc; but as at 
the end of this time they neither diſappeared nor leſſened, 
] ordered him the Acid mixture, and deſired him to go 


three times a day into the Nitric bath. October 26th, | 


they looked clean, and were nearly ſkinned over; and on 
the 2d of November, he was ſent to his company 
XXIV. Joun MSELyr, on the 16th of October, 
-ſhewed me an extenſive ulcer en the prepuce, which in- 
cluded the frænum. For two days it was touched with 
blue vitriol, but the Nitric bath was ordered at the ſame 


time, and perſiſted in till the gth of November, when he 


was diſmiſſed cured, Eight days before his diſmiſſal he 
complained of his gums, and they were an ſeen 
and ſwelled as from Mercury. 

XXV. MienakL JoRDAN,on the 18th of OXober, 
for ſeveral ſmall ulcers on the prepuce, and a deep one 
. on the corona glandis, was ordered the Acid internally 
and externally, 26th, Sores clean. November the 2d, 
they contract, and the gyms are tender. November 236, 


the ſores on the prepuce have diſappeared. December ws 
he was s diſmiſſed cured. 
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XXVI. SZ rANT SHARP, on the 5th of October, 
apylied to me. The prepuce could with difficulty be 
retracted, and behind it was a deep and very foul ulcer. 
Poultices were ordered to the penis, milk and water s 
injected betwixt the prepuce and glans, and he was im- 
mediately put on the Acid treatment, as before, which in 


ſiye days affected his gums. It was ſtopped ; and on the 


2d of November, reſumed in ſmaller quantity, at which 
time the ulcer looked very healthy. By November the 
Gth, it had diſappeared, and he was ſent to his company. 
XXVII. SzxJEAnT Powers, on the 6th of Novem- 
ber, applied with a gonorrhœa, and had much ardbr 
urinæ. Till the 3d of December, he was treated with _ 
occaſional purgatives, the frequent uſe of an aſtringent 
injection, and took ſome Nitre in powder; but the run- 
ning at this time being little abated, and the ſcalding as 
violent as ever, he was ordered the Acid bath and mixture; 
at this period he took of the Acid, in mixture, one ounce 
daily, and at the ſame time to uſe the bath three times 
| a-day. December 7th, he has no ſcalding and very little 


running, but he is ordered to continue his medicines, 


XXVIHN. A GENTLEMAN, on the 2 11t of June, diſco- 
vered a ſmall chancre on the glans, which was immedi- 
ately deſtroyed with cauſtic ; Mercury was inſtantly taken, 
and continued till the mouth was affected. In two days, 
the original chancre had diſappeared, but another ſmall 
one was obſerved near the franum, which continued 
' ſtationary, while the effects of the Mercury remained, 
which was about ten days. Finding the fore at this time 
indiſpoſed to heal, three drachms of Nitric Acid were taken 
daily, and increaſed. gradually to an ounce, and cloths 

whetted in a mixture of nearly the ſame ſtrength, were 
applied to the lower extremities every night. This treat- 
ment was continued for twelve days. At the end of this 


<(%) 
time, the Acid, being taken to the extent of an ounce daily, 
excited nauſea and vomiting ; the chanere hal uniformly 
ſpread, and became extremely tender. This obliged him 
to have again recourſe to Mercury, by means of which the 
ulcer was healed in a fortnight, and a'bubo, which began 
to appear three days before the Acid was left off, arreſted 
in its progreſs. In this caſe the Acid did not affoct the 
mouth, probably from not being taken in ſufficient 1 
tity, and the cure was completed by Mercury. 

XXIX. Mr. N -u, for chancres and an incipient 
bubo, got the Acid mixture. In the courſe of eighteen 
days the bubo was diſcuſſed, and his ulcers looked clean, 


and began to contract; but bearing of WE ory cale, i in- 8 


ſiqſted on having Mercury. 

XXX. Mr. I— (the firſt caſe) on the 5th of 
Oktober, ſent for me to look at ſome chancres of a few 

days continuance. He was a particular friend of the 

laſt patient. I ordered him mercurial medicings; and by 


his on particular deſire, as he ſaid he found the ſour | 


medicine preſerved him an appetite during his cure, 
which he never enjoyed under a mercurial courſe, I added 
the Acid mixture $0 the blue pill, aud in thirtzen days 
every venereal ſymptom was removed, his woch being 
likewiſe gently affected. * 


XVXXI. I. R, Eſq. got the venereal infection 


on the 8th of Auguſt, and in two days an extenſive ulcer 


appeared on the prepuce, I gave him daily three grains 
of calomel, with a proportion of opium; but this diſagree- 
ing with him, I ſoon after gave him the blue pill to about 


half a ſcruple daily, Though it did not immediately oe- 


cafion nauſea, he became d yſpeptic. J offered the Acid, 
which he refuſed to take. I ordered mercurial frictions, 


but about the time he began this the left inguinal glans 
ſwelled; the frictions were continued, and the ſwelling 


ſubſided ; but his general health ſuffered ſo much, and he 
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| was ſo much reduced, as to be entirely "confined to hed, 


Te Acid was again offered, but he ſtill refuſed it. The 
Mercury was entirely ſtopt ; his habit had ever been a 
very irritable one, and perhaps this was increaſed by a 
wound of the lungs, which he had received about two 
years before, Bark, preparations of iron, and other 
tonics were now cautiouſly tried; but under their ufe 
the right axillary glands ſwelling, he himſelf became ex- 
tremely alarmed, and particularly as he obſerved that he 
had at this time taken four times the quantity of Mer- 


curry without affecting his mouth, which, for former and 


; equally ſevere complaints of the fame nature, he had ever 
taken. He himſelf called for the Acid, and began the 


mixture and bath on the 17th of November. By the 


Iſt of December, the Gadling diſappeared, and he never 
enjoyed better health than ſince he began the Acid. As 
inſuring him better general health than he has had for 
years, he ſtill continues to take the Acid mixture. 
THREE gentlemen! I treated with the Mercurial 
| pill and ointment. One of thele, after a ſeeming cure, is 
in the worſt ſtage of Syphilis. Three others I treated 
ſucceſsfully, with Acid and Mercury conjoined, | | 

TAKING a retroſpect of the practice with the Acid, it 
appears ſucceſsful in the higheſt degree, With the ex- 
ception of four Caſes now in the hoſpital, I have faith- 
fully recited every Caſe that occurred ſinge the 88th re- 
giment landed in India, Several of the Cafes may be 
thought flight, but every one of them was / aſcertained to 
be venereal, The medium quantity of Acid given inter- 
nally in the day, was an ounce, The quantity in ſome 
Caſes was increaſed; in two Caſes to what may appear 
enormous, to ſixteen drachms by meaſure, in the day. 
The bath was of a og lien to fret the patient 6 
Kin, 5 | 
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I HAvE 4 drawn out my paper to too grest 4 | 
length to detail the effects that I obſerved the large quan- 
tities exhibited had on the pulſe, on the appearance of 
the blood, urine, and different ſecretions: theſe I may 
ſend at a future period. In a majority of Caſes it affected 
the gums, and in moſt Caſes ſeemed to have a ſingular | 
effect in increaſing irritability and ſenſibility. A very 
acute obſerver here firſt led my attention to this. The 
Acid which I uſed was the nearly colourleſs Nitric. 
diſtilled from a mixture of Alum and Nitre. It is I think 


more pleaſant to the taſte than What I have ſeen in Eu- 


rope. The ſpecific gravity of it was 1,144, I have 
very ſeldom mixed any thing with it, but diluted it with - 
pater 
Tux Caſes which 1 * you in SA I Wo lately _ 
amined, and they at this date remain cures, . The gentle- 
men of the Medical Board here have exantined the Caſes 


now ſent, and have obſerved the- progreſs of che cures. | | 


\ Theſe Caſes haye likewiſe. been occaſionally vifited 
by ſome of the moſt eminent medical men here, and 


the Acid has been exhibited either in my own preſence, 


or in that of Mr, Bruce, Aſſiſtant Surgeon. 
SHOULD any thing in future occur that affects the 
permanency of the cures now related, you may be aſſured 
that I will faithfully appriſe you of it, The advantages 
of a Regimental Surgeon are in one reſpect peculiar: 
after they are diſmiſſed from the hoſpital, RG: be 
0 5 are ſtill under his ge. | f 
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AN . 8 the ſailing of the Aſia at the 
time intended; ſo that, moſt likely, the preſent will 
accompany my letter of the 8th inſtant, 


-I Have great pleaſure in informing you, that ſince I 


laſt wrote, Powers and Langley have been added to the 


cures, and in a very ſhort time I expect to add Wood; 


indeed, I conceive him to be now cured, though l think it 


will be as well to continue the Acid for ten days more. 
Wx had the greateſt ſatisfaction, by the arrival of ſhips 
from Europe, to receive your 24 vol. of Reports. I 


obſerve that the Acid appears to be given by me in larger 


quantity than 'by ariy of your correſpondents in Europe. 
I have here made the experiment on myſelf, and have 


taken 314 by meaſure of it in the day, but farther in my 


own caſe, I could not go. In ſeveral of my caſes, you 
will obſerve, that I have ſucceeded only by giving it in 


large quantity, and.in ſome by Putting oo pal on re- 


peated courſes of the Acid, 


My Reports too differ from thoſe of moſt of your cor- 
reſpondents, in the effects which with me the Acid has 
had on the ſalivary glands. In a few, caſes in Jerſey, in 
1798, I found that by puſhing the Acid to a great length, 

I had excited a great flow of ſaliva; but learning that, 
with many others who had better means of judging, no 


ſuch effect appeared from the Acid, I doubted the ac- 


curacy of my obſervations. Since my arrival in this 
country, I have particularly directed my attention to the 


effects of the Acid on the gums, and am now convinced, 
that it affects them, much in the ſame way that Mercury 


does. 
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does. Beſides 18 venereal Caſes, I have affected the 

gums in about 40 dyſenteric and hepatic Caſes; and, i in 
ſome Caſes, by uſing only the bat. 

In the 40 venereal Caſes which. at different” times I 


have detailed to you, and which have included not a ſmall - 


variety of the forms of this diſeaſe, I have only failed in 
five Caſes, and I think it is evident; that in ſome of theſe, 
the failure does not attach to the medicine. 

In England, it may be a matter of ene 


\ 


that we ſhould attempt the cure of dyſentery by a corroſive _ 


Acid, but I believe I am only ſpeaking the opinion of 
moſt of the faculty here, when I ſay, that in this country 
dyſentery and hepatitis are nearly allied; and that in the 
cure of both, experience teaches us to rely on _— 


but Mercury or analogous remedies, |. 

Ix you have the ſmalleſt wiſh for it, I ſhall; « ona Ads” 
| occaſion, give you the reſult of my trials of the Nitric 
Acid in hepatitis and dyſentery, though my experience of 
its uſe in theſe diſeaſes is very. contracted, compared to 
that of many practitioners on this ſide of India. If they 


can find leiſure, I am happy to inform you, that it is the - 
intention of ſome to tranſmit to you teſtimonies which 


are favourable in the higheſt degree, and are upon a moſt 
extenſive ſcale, I am really ſorry to hear of gentlemen 
deciding pro or con from the reſult of half a dozen o 
Caſes, 


I remain, Sir, | W-- 


Nn obedient, humble "FERN 
| erg Mac Saen, 


To Dr. Bzpposs. | . 


\ - 
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LETTER Jon Me. Hamnirck. 
Punt Sta, | 


HAVING this day reſigned * Gtaation as an af- 
ſiſtant· ſurgeon at this hoſpital, I think it right for me to 
inform you of my preſent opinion of the antiſyphilitic 
powers of the Nitrous Acid, and oxygenated Muriate of 
Potaſh, permit me then to ſtate, that, ſince I firſt exhi- 
bited the Nitrons Acid in April 1797, that upwards of 
twelve hundred venereal cafes, in almoſt every ftage and 
every form in which that virulent diſeaſe makes its ap- 
pearance, have been under my own charge and care: 
to the greater number of them, Mercury, in ſome form ot 

other) had been previouſly adminiſtered to them ineffee- 
tuaſly, on board their reſpective ſhips; a great number, 
however, had never employed any means for eradicating 
the diſtemper: almoſt every one of theſe twelve hundred, 
have taken either the Nitrous Acid, or oxygenated Mu- 
riate of Potaſh, and by theſe remedies alone have the 
greater number been effectually and radically cured; but 
it will be fair and juſt for me to admit, that, in ſome of 
chem, theſe medicines ewe no e RPEIES power 
whatever, : 
Ox ſeriouſly reflecting and reviewing the obſerva⸗ 
| Lions, and remarks which I have from time to time done 
myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to you, and which you 
have been pleaſed to Jay before the public, I ſee no great 
reaſon to alter any part of them; but am by this long ex- 
perience more fully convinced of the antiſyphilitic powers 

\ 
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of theſe medicines, when pr operly doſed and judicioddly: 
adminiſtered: neither have I [ihe ſmalleſt reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, but that the numerous cures which I have accom- 
pliſhed by theſe remedies alone, have been permanent, as 
I have never received back any one patient whom I diſz 
charged as cuted by theſe agents; notwithſtanding the 
ingenious Dr. Trotter, phyſician to the fleet, in the ſecond 
volume of his Medicina Nautica; page 140, mentions, - 
that two or three of my Caſes had relapſed, and had 
been reported to him in the fleet; but, after the moſt 


diligent enquiry, and ftrifteſt ſcrutiny, I am diſpoſed 


ſtrongly to believe, that, on this point, the Doctor was 
miſinformed, as the two ſurgeons to MWhom he referred 
me for information on the ſubject, declared __ knew ol 25 
no ſich event. ä 
As you wiſhed me to expreſs my opinion on the: : 
comparative antivenereal powers of the Nitrous Acid, 
and oxygenated Muriate of Potaſh, I am inclined to 
prefer the Nitrous Acid, as poſſeſſing, in my mind, 
greater powers than the Muriate; and this opinion I 
have endeavoured to form without any partiality what- 
ever for the Acid. Caſes, may occur, where the Muriate 
of Potaſh may be more readily given than the Acid, - 
which, in ſome few inſtances, on account of the bulky 
form in which it is commonly taken, is inadmiſlible; 
but, on the other hand, I am diſpoſed to believe, that 
the hectic ſymptoms, with a tendency to cough, and a 
pain of the breaſt, are aggravated by the oxygenated 


Muriate of Potaſh, which is readily overdoſed, and when | 


overdoſed excites thirſt, coats the tongue, and renders 
the body hot and feveriſh ; and in ſeveral inſtances, when 
given in large doſes, diarrhza has been the conſequence.” 
Many patients, under treatment with the Muriate, com- 
plain of a ſevere pain-in the region of the bladder, which 


I can account for in no other 8 az being cauſed 


- 
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by the local action of the ſalts on its coats, which have 
paſſed off undecompoſed, notwithſtanding Acids have 
been taken immediately after each doſe ; and this is fur- 
ther confirmed by noticing, that a much larger proportion 
of the ſalts is found in the urine of thoſe Caſes, than in 
others where no ſuch ſymptom ſupervenes. Theſe me- 
gicines, notwithſtanding the oppoſition they have excited, 
and the prejudice that has been raiſed againſt them, will, 
I doubt not, continue to hold a very important fituation 
in the liſt of antivenereals. However, whatever may be 


the future event of them, 1 ſhall reflect with infinite and 


everlaſting ſatisfa&tion, that, by their uſe, I have been 
the happy means of ſaving the lives of a few, and the 
conſtitutions of a great number of brave and valuable ſea- 
men, who otherwiſe muſt . periſhed under the _ ; 
treatment of Mercury, 
Beyore cloſing this "WH permit me. to add my 
moſt grateful thanks for the trouble you have taken, and 
the intereſt you have ſhewn in this ee OE 
| I am, 2 
Dear Sir, 

Vour moſt obliged Servant, 
| Srzrnzx HAuuick, Jun. 
Te Dr. Danone. | 


F 


In a letter, dated July 27, 1800, Mr. Manic repeats the 
| ſubſtance of the preceding. He ſays, „ I firmly believe my friend 
« the Doctor (Trotter) muſt bave been miſinformed on this ſub- 
jet, as the two naval ſurgeons, to whom he referred me, declared 
* they knew nothing of the matter; and even at this time, I baue 


** not been able to diſcover any of theſe reported relapſes.” 


. | be; 7 
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Copy of a LETTER from Mr. GrieFitTH, Surgeon of 
His Majeſty's Ship Surrol k, concerning his Experi- 
ence of the Nitric us in Scurvy and Syphilis and 
. nate Ulcers. | 


Sin, | May 10th, 1799. 
I BEG leave to acquaint you of the earlieſt obſerva- | 


tions I have been able to make, reſpecting the effects of 


the Nitric Acid in ſeveral ſcorbutic Caſes that occurred 
: during our late cruiſe off Mangalore. Some of the pa- 
tients had already the tendons of the leg entirely rigid, 
accompanied with other bad ſymptoms uſually attendant, 
I employed the Acid as you recommended, both internally 
and externally. In a few days, the good effects of this 
treatment appeared remarkably evident, more eſpecially 
the contractions of the ham were ſpeedily relieved; but 
during this convaleſcent ſtate from the ſcorbutus, we re- 
ceived a plentiful ſupply of freſh meat and fruit ; of courſe, 
I could no longer continue in giving medicine on trial, 
when a well known and more pleaſant remedy was at 
hand : but however, I am convinced, from what I have 
ſeen, that the Nitric'Acid, uſed in the manner you direct, 
is 2 moſt efficacious remedy for the ſcurvy. _ 

I ALso gave the Acid, with great ſucceſs, in two ve- 
nereal complaints wherein Mercury had failed. | 
Axp I was further induced to make trial of it in a 

few Caſes of old, obſtinate, foul ulcers; and am very 
happy to ſay, the ulcers are now completely healed. 

I LAMENT much I have not an opportunity of ex- 
plaining to you in perſon, as I then could be more minute 
and ſatisfactory in deſcribing the particular ſymptoms, + 
oy 9 &c. Kee. as alſo receive more information from 

| | MS you, 


— 
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you. Indeed, I would have tranſmitted you the Cafes in 
which I ſucceeded, but I wiſh a few more opportunities 
of trying the effects of the Acid, that I may be ſtill more 
. confident; in the mean time, allow me here earneſtly to 

requeſt you will continue to recommend the Nitric Acid 
in Caſes of ſcurvy and obſtinate ulcers, I hope all thoſe 
who make trial of it, and wiſh to benefit fociety, may freely 
. to you the reſult of their experiments. 


2 remain, with the N __ 

25 Sir, | 
Your moſt en humble Servant, 
£7 AT | (Signed) N AT, GRIFF3TB. 


Himu Scott, Efqui rey 
Bombay, 


e 


0 if a REPORT from Me. MaACLEoD, Surgeon Fi | 
La ForTs, on the Uſe of the Nitric Acid i in Scurvy. 


PeTER Dow, ſeaman on, board His, Majeſty's ſhip 
' Trident, cruiſing off Mangalore came into the Sick Lift - 
the 24th of March, 1799, with the following ſymptoms 2: 
A purpureal eruption on the inferior extremities of 
both legs; greatly ſwelled; pitting on preſſure; the ten- 
dons of the flexor muſcles of the ham rigid; the anterior 
part of the right knee entirely black; reſpiration impeded z 
pulſe a hundred; gums ſwelled; breath fœtid. Ordered 
the Nitric Acid in the manner and nn ordered by 
Dr. Scott of Bombay. | 
25th. Nauſeaz griping ſymptoms as e 
&c.— 25th. No abatement of ſymptoms—27th. Rather 
worſe Says his teeth are on edge. 29th. Altogether 
incapable of motion. — 30th. Symptoms as before. —31 uſt; 
As yeſterday—repeat, &c. | 
April 1ſt. The blotch on the anterior ſurfice of the knes 
appears yellow—repeat, &c.—2d. Symptoms as before. 
3d. Pulſe a hundred—=repeat.—4th. The blotch on the 
knee clearer.—5th; Thinks himſelf eaſier - repeat. th. 
Breathes more freely repeat th. As yeſterday.— 
gth. Can extend his legs a little. th. Continues mend- 
ing. — ioth. Pulſe eighty ; other, ſymptoms as before. 
11th. The large blotch on the knee diſappears,—-1 2th. . 
Swelling of the legs conſiderably diminiſhed.—1 3th. Can 
walk a little with a ſtick. —t4th. Pulſe natural.—15th, 
Eruption diſappearing faſt.—16th, Complains of a ſore 
throat. 17th. Says he ſpits more than uſual.—i 8th. 
Mending; ſays he ſalivates as if taking Mercury,-19th, 
till mending—Ptyaliſm conſiderable, —2oth. Walks with 
great eaſe, Thus he continued taking the Nitric Acid 
till the 28th of April, when, free from all his complaints, "Ss 
he returned to his duty. During this time he took no 
I H 2 medicine - 
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medicine but the Acid; no nouriſhment but the com- 
mon ſhip's allowance (ſalt beef and pudding) on a long 
cruiſe, Sago he nauſeated. 

Cuarua RANTERY, failor on board His Majeſty 8 
ſhip Trident, complained of a large tumour on the 
fore arm. The centre of the tumour entirely black, the 
edges yellow, the elbow joint ſtiff, livid ſpots on the infe- 
rior extremities, gums ſwelled, and bleeding on the ſmalleſt 
touch; breath offenſive; with theſe ſymptoms he came 
into the Sick Lift. The 1ſt of February, began to take 
| the Nitric Acid in the manner directed by Doctor Scott of 
Bombay; and after uſing thirty bottles, returned to his 
duty free from all his complaints. This man's habit had 
a peculiar tendency to ſcurvy ;'he was never fix weeks at 
ſea without a very ſevere attack. 

Dip Dar, failor on board His Majeſty s ſhip 
Trident, complained of a large tumour on the ulna of 
the right arm, extremely painful to the touch, The 
tendons of the flexor muſcles of the ham of the right 
thigh extremely rigid; large blotches on both thighs ; - 
the legs very much ſwelled, and pitting on preflure ; 
gums ſwelled, and ſpungy : dyſpneea conſiderable ; pulſe a 
hundred: he took the Nitric Acid as directed by Doctor 
Scott. The ſymptoms continued to aggravate for three 
weeks; the fourth, the diſeaſe ſeemed to be at a ſtand ; 
- the fifth, he began to mend, and the ſixth, was fo are re- 
covered as. to return to his duty. 


THIKTEEN more had lighter 1 and re- 


covered in a ſhorter time by purſuing the ſame method of 


practice. We had many more ſcorbutic patients, but 
out itock ©! Nitric Acid being exhauſted, they _ not 
take advantage of this valuable medicine 
(Signed) Neil Mac Cook, | 
| Surgeon of His Majeſty's Ship La Forte, 
15 e e Surgeon's Firſt Mate of His 
Maget) 0 * Trident. 


EIT TEN "Grd Mr, cane, 


| 5 His Majeſty's Ship Suffolk, 
DAR Sin, Calicut Roods, Dec. 24th, 1799, 


I DELAYED tranſmitting the encloſed caſes, expect- 

ing further opportunities of trying the effects of the Nitric 

Acid in Scurvy ; but the frequency of our receiving freſh | 

meat, fruit, and vegetables from the different places along 

the Malabar coaſt, has prevented my making we ad- 

en obſeryatjons: | 
I remain, with great reſpect, 


Dear Sir, | 
ow "OY obedient humble rng 


NAH. GRIFFITH, © 
N 7 0 Hilmus Scott, Bere, ; . | 


ombay, 


CASES of Scuryy treated by Nitric Acid. 


April 8th, 1799. oo 
' WILLIAM GAGER, aged 34, an active healthy _ 


' ſeamen, of a ſwatthy complexion; complained of incapa- 


- bility of continuing his duty, being unable to walk, to- 


gether with great wearineſs and difficulty of breathing. 


His face was bloated, gums black and ſpongy, nume- 
rous ſmall livid ſpots appeared in ſeveral parts of his body, 
but more particularly in his legs, which were alſo greatly 
ſwelled, and pitted on being touched. The inſide of the 
left kues and both ancles were of the ſame colour as 
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ufvally accompatiies: 2 ſevere bruiſe ; the fexor tendons 
of his legs were much Fantraſted ; his pulle, belly, and 
appetite were natural. 
I mixeD the Acid as you tired, a wine olaſs holding 
2 ounces, was filled and added to one gallon of water, of 
which the patient took 6 half pints in the courſe of 24 
hours, and did not complain of the medicine diſagreeing ; 
I alſo cauſed him to wo bis knees and legs with we ſame 
mixture. 
gth. TuxRE was no material alteration. Cont Acid. 
Nitric. u. a. 
10th. Cour Arxs that his appetite is impaired, which 
| be attributes to the mediciue; no alteration in his N 
toms. Cont: Acid. Nitric, u. a. ' 
Iith., ComPLains ſtil] of wanting appetite, but finds ; 


his breathing better, and the contraction of his hams is 


wonderfully relieved, Cont. Acid. Nittic. u. a. 
12th. APPETITE better; breathes freely, and the con- 
tractions getting more relaxed; other ſymptoms as be- 
fore. Cont, Acid. Nitric, u. a. | 
* 13th, Hs quite recovered his appetite and ſpirits, drinks 
the medicine with eagerneſb, and is able to walk, though 
with ſome «difficulty ; the ſpots are changing colour to a 
deep red, and the ſwellings of the knee and ancles are 
conſiderably diminiſhed. Repeat medicine, u. a. 
_,, 14th, GETTING better in every reſpect. Repeat 
medicine, u. a. 
Ißth. Covrixvrs recovering. Repeat medicine, u. a 
16th. PATIENT fays he can walk with eaſe ; wiſhes ta 
return to his duty, and continue uſing the medicine, 
Which was readi y complied with, as 1 thought exerciſe 


and cheerfulneſs would haſten the cure; he had ſtill fome 


degree of ſwelling in his legs, and his leſt knee continued 
to have a bruiſed appearance, although the ſmall ſpots 
about his body were become of a brighter colour; he 
2 continued uſing the acid with benefit till the 24th, when 
the 
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the ſcorbutics e a plentiful ſupply of fruit Wy vege- 
tables, in conſequence of Admiral Rainier's joining the 
Suffolk, who immediately diſtributed liberally part of his 
ſtock to the ſick, which was continued to them until our 
arrival at Cananore, where we received another ſupply 
of 'fruit, vegetables, &c, &c. of courſe the diſeaſe was 
ſoon eradicated; but it is ſufficiently evident, from the 
foregoing and following caſes, that I have every reaſon to 
conceive the Nitric Acid, uſed as you recommend, | is a 
moſt powerful remedy in ſcurvy, 

 Pritie NewBERRY, aged 36 of a ſwarthy com- 
plexion, who had long remained in the ſick liſt, labouring 
under. procidentia ani, was attacked with ſcurvy the zork. 
of April. 

He complained of great e een and diffi- 


cult reſpiration, his countenance was bloated, and of an 


uncommon dark hue, gums black and ſpongy, a purple 
eruption all over his body, his right knee ſwelled, and the 
flexor tendons of the ſame leg completely rigid, accom- 
panied with a bruiſed appearance, extending along the 

hole of the inſide of both legs and thighs. Pulſe 96. 
Appetite impaired ; belly natural. 5 

; He was treated exactly in the ſame way as the fore- 
going patient, but within 6 hours after he had taken the 
medicine, was ſeized .with ſevere griping pains, which 
however laſted only a ſhort time; and he continued its 


-- uſe for 4 days without any return of gripingy or hers 


tion in the ſymptoms, 
15th, THE patient ſaid his ſpirits were revived, and his 
appetite improved. Cont, Acid. Nitric. u. a. 
116th. ConTiNvues in good ſpirits, the bruiſed appear- 
ance along his legs and thighs is of a yellower colbur.— 
Cont. Acid. Nitric. u. a. 
17th. ResPiRx&s more freely; his countenance is 
brighter, ann bloated as before.—Repeat med. u. a, 
H 18ch. Ag 


——_ oy de er 


ns at each draught, it was to him as pleaſant as grog. 
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Agth. As yeſterday,—Repeat 1 u. a. 5 
igth. ConTinuEs recovering his appetite and ſpirits, 


| but the contraction of his right ham remains immove- ; 
able. Repeat medicine, u. a. 


20th. Has no difficulty in breathing, and the eruption 
is diſappearing. —Repeat medicine, u. a. 

21ſt. HIs pulſe is quite natural, and is recovering in 
every reſpect excepting the contraction of his bam. 


| Repeat medicine, u. a. 


22d. CompLains of a light alpines 4 heart; 
Repeat medicine, u. a. 


23d. Tux palpitation continues, and his face is * 


what fluſhed; the contraction as before, but the bruiſed 


appearance and eruption have nearly diſappeared, —Repezt 
medicine, u. a. 


24th. TAE Acid was diſcontinued, Admiral Rainier 


having ſent him part of his ſtock, as mentioned before; of 


which the patient eat plentifully. The palpitation left 


him the 27th, but the contraction remained till the 3d of 


May following. | 

April 12th. Jon] ANDERSON, aged 8 an active 
healthy man of a ſwarthy complexion, was attacked with 
ſcurvy; the ſymptoms were, contractions of both hams; 
on the calf of his right leg there was a large livid ſpot, 
confined entirely to the lower part of the Gaſtrocnemius 
muſcle, which ſeems to be particularly affected, as it felt 
uncommonly hard, hot, dry, and ſomewhat ſwelled. The 
purple eruption, ſo uſual in ſcurvy, did not appear either 
in his right leg or any other part of his body ; his gums 


were black and ſpongy, reſpired freely, was cheerful, and * 


had a good appetite. Pulſe and belly natural. 
Tu Acid was employed as in the foregoing caſes, and 

with equal ſucceſs; the patient found no inconvenience 

whatever in taking it: on the contrary wiſhed for more, 


The 


a 
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The medicine agreeing ſo well, I allowed him the 8 
day to drink 8 half pints, which alſo rn e 
was taken daily afterwards. 


O the ſixth day the contractions were — 85 gone, 
and the ſpot on the calf of his leg had changed colour to 


a deep red in the middle, 4nd yellow about the edges 


the heat and W alſo diminiſhed, —Cont. 9 


Nitric. u. a. 


Tat 10th day * et had gradually become of a more 


natural colour, and the patient walked with eaſe; he re- 


turned to his duty, but continued ufing the Acid till the 
24th, when the ſcorbuties received the lupply ok. fruit, &c. 


&c. &C, 


April 13h, VALENTINE Ciank, aged 40, an ative 


: healthy man, of a dark complexion and ſpare habit, had 


nearly the fame ſymptoms of ſcurvy as John Anderſon, 


excepting that there was no particular large livid ſpot, but 
was covered all over with a purple eruption. , 
Tas patient took four pints of the Acid daily—drank 


it with eagerneſs, and uſed the ſame expreſſion as John 


Anderſon. c 


AFTER uſing the Acid four ah; the contractions were 


| relieved. - On the Sth day he returned to his, duty, and 

continued its uſe until the 24th—a little ſtiffneſs remained, 
and his gums were ſpongy, but the eruption had entirely | 
diſappeared. 

April 13th. Tomas GrEExwoop, aged 325, a l 
healthy man, of a dark complexion, ſerving on board as a 
marine private, had, previous to his having ſcorbutic 
fymptoms, ſtood ſentry at the ward-room door, conſe · 
n; was obliged daily to be very clean. 

His gums were black and ſpongy, almoſt covefing iu 
teeth, the flexor tendons of both legs were completely 
rigid, accompanied with ſome degree of ſwelling, and a 


purple 


1 


K 
purple eruption; in every other reſpeRt he was in good 
- health —Acid. Nitric. proes. 5 

Tus medicine agreed with him; and on the 4d day he 
was able to ſtand upright; the 5th day, walked with little 
| drfliculty; and on the 9th day, returned to his duty as 
ſentinel, complaining only of a little ſtiffneſs in his knees; 
the ſwelling and eruption had diſappeared : gums re- 
mained nearly the ſame as at firſt—he continued uſing the 
Acid with benefit, till the ſcorbutics received the ſupply. - 
Tux foregoing 5 caſes are ſelefted out of 29 which 
occurred during our cruiſe-off Mangalore laſt April ; the 
other 24 ſcorbutics were only ſlightly affected, 20 of 
whom uſed the Acid as you direct, and with benefit; but 
it diſagreed with 4 men, and I was obliged to diſcontinue 
ts uſe with them, as it occaſioned ſeyere gripes and paing 
jn the . 2876 ſugar was added. 


Mr. Draxs on Due | 


* # 


Dean 6 Bombay, January 15th, 1800, 


THE very favourable mention you made to me of the 
antiſyphilitic powers of the Nitric Acid, determined me 
to make a fair trial of its efficacy in his majeſty's 86th 
regiment, which at that time conſiſted of 1000 men. 
I was the more inclined to ſatisfy myſelf on this point, as 
during three years I paſſed at the Cape of Good Hope, 
and on my paſſage from thence to India, I thought I ob- 
ſerved mercury did not ſo certainly or ſo quickly cure the 
yenereal deſeaſe, as I had found it to do in Europe, My 
experience however on this head I ſhall communicate at 
ome future time, and ſhall for * preſent only obſerve, 

5 "a 


„ 
that in the many trials I have made of the Nitric Acid in 
the diſeaſe, I have- great reaſon to be ſatisfied with it, 
although I have not in every inſtance been ſucceſsful. — 
The purport of this letter is to-inform you with what ſuc- | 
_ ceſs have employed itin a dyſentery, which has of late 4 
been very prevalent in the regiment, and which diſeaſe in 
this country has hitherto, I believe, been ſucceſsfully 75 
treated by mercury only. I was induced to make this 
trial, from finding that although the diſeaſe very generallß 
gave way to mercury, yet my hoſpital was conſtantly - 
crowded with men, labouring under no other complaint 
than tedious ſalivation, an effect I was moſt commonly 
obliged to produce, before I could obtain any abatement 
of the dyſenteric fymptoms. Another circumſtance which 
influenced me ſtill more, was the frequent recurrence of 
the diſeaſe as the ptyaliſm went off, by which I was obliged 
- 2gain to have recourſe to mercury, till-at laſt, between 
_ diſeaſe and remedy, ſuch a degree of debility Ferris 
as much tended to, and I believe . did, lay the 
foundation of a future relapſe. _ 
vr, Sir, what at once determined me on making the 
= was the aſſurance you gave me, that it had, and 
might be employed in that diſeaſe with perfect ſafety, 
How far I haye been ſucceſsful; the caſes which I ſub. 


4 join will enable you to judge; they have in general been 


tranſcribed indiſcriminately from my ward book, with the 
exception of three or four caſes, which were ſelected as 
being more particularly deciſiye: I have ſeveral others 
which I have not leiſure to copy, but they are very ſimilar, 
treated in the ſame way, and with the like termination, as 
thoſe | fend. 

You will obſerve,-that although 1 Las been very gee 
nerally ſucceſsful with the Acid, yet I have not been con- 
ſtantly and uniformly ſo ; for there are ſome caſes where 
ps. has ee or en 4 cure, when the Acid 


appeared 


(28). 


e e as well as others where the Acid has 
been uſed with ſucceſs, after the failure of mercury: whe- 
ther in the former caſes the Acid might have ſucceeded, 
bad it been longer perſiſted in, cannot now in thoſe men 
be known; for while I had in my power a remedy of 
* eftabliſhed reputation, I did not feel myſelf juſtified in ' 

S . perſiſting to uſe a doubtſul one, in ſo formidable a com- 
plaint, more than three or four days, if then the diſeaſe 
appeared to gain ground; but in thoſe cafes, however, in 
which the Acid did not ſucceed when uſed on the firſt at- 

 _ tack, mercury, although employed in almoſt incredible 
quantities, was commonly inſufficient likewi iſe ; and thoſe 
cafes had but too frequently-a fatal termination, 
How far the dyſentery of this country may differ from 
chat diſeaſe in Europe I cannot take upon me to tay, but 
it is the opinion of ſome eminent practitioners in India, 
who from long reſidence here had great opportunities of 
obſerving it, that it differs very materially, if it be not al- 
together a diſtinct diſeaſe; be thar as it may, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with obſerving, that it appeared clearly to me- 
that the dyſentery, which prevailed in the 86th regiment, 
Was not in the ſmalleſt, degree contagious, and was ob= / | 
ſerved to be frequently either intimately or remotely con- 
nected with ſome hepatic e e on which in many 
caſes it ſeemed to depend. 
O the whole, Sir, after taking a review of r my practice 
for the laſt four months, in which I have employed it very 
generally, I am induced to conſider that the introduction 
of the Nitric Acid into medicine as a ſubſtitute for mer- 
+ Gury, will in many cales be found of the greateſt utility; 
and although I do not believe it to be of ſufficient efſi- 
cacy to ſuperſede the uſe of mercury altogether, it is at 
i ſlleaſt a very powerful auxiliary: there appears to be a par- 
tticular diſpoſition in ſome men, to reſiſt, or favour, the 
wer of each; for 1 have obſerved 1 ip many iriſtances that 
| either 
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either may be ſucceſsfully uſed, after the failure of thb 
other; and there are'caſes alſo, where their joint power 
has effected what neither of them ſingly were able to do. 
What that diſpoſition is, and on what it depends, I am 
totally at a loſs to form even a probable conjecture z it is 
certainly a point of the utmoſt | e to have up 
aſcertained, 

Loo obviatethe tedious tautology of enumerating the 
ſymptoms to each caſe, I ſhall give a general hiſtory of 
the diſeaſe in which I made trial of the Nitric Acid, as it 
appeared in His Majeſty's 86th regiment. 

It firſt ſhewed iiſelf on board ſhip in the andich Fo 
1799, during a paſſage from Madras to Bombay. The 
men were attacked with griping pain in the belly, a 
ſrequent, but commonly fruitleſs effort to go to ſtool, at- 
tended with great teneſmus; the evacuations ſmall in 
quantity, ſlimy or frothy, and mixed with blood; it was 
now and then accompanied by ſickneſs and vomiting, but 
| theſe were by no means general attendants; the ſkin was” 
ſometimes hot and dry, the tongue rather foul, the pulſe a 
little accelerated; in ſome caſes there was pain in the 
groins, in others, a fixed pain over the pubis, and now and 
then it was accompanied with an intermittent fever, ob- 
ſerving either the quotidian or tertian type. Symptoms of 
irritation came on as the diſeaſe advanced, and for the moſt 
part, if not ſtopped by mercury, —_— wn about 
12, 15, or 20 days. 

Os more commonly the pulſe and — health werk 
not for ſeveral days much affected, and the purging would 
continue, with the griping pains in the belly; and blood 
be paſſed for two, three, or even ſeven or eight weeks, 
without producing any very great degree of debility z the 
ſymptoms abating as mercury affected the mouth; and 
again recurring as the ptyaliſm went off; till at laſt the 
diſeaſe went on to ſuch lengths, that a great part of the 

en coat of the gu" inteſtines was: ann and 


death 
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death enſued. It appeared alſo in all the gradations bes. 
tween theſe points, and not uncommonly was conjoined 
with hepatitis, ſometimes preceding, at others ſucceeding 
that diſeaſe : but in whatever way it made its attack, whe= 
ther it was ſlow or rapid in its progreſs, it Was e a 
formidable diſorder. 
| In giving a ſhort detail of the following Caſes, 1 has 
not thought it neceſſary, in every inſtance, to mention 
the auxiliary remedies, which I have employed in as 
caſes to alleviate ſymptoms, ſuch as bliſters, glyſters, and 
fomentation ; my object was to draw a ſhort compariſon 
between Mercury and the Nitric Acid; for 1: believe, 
that by them only the diſeaſe was removed. The pro- 
greſs of the diſorder was accurately noted down every daß 
by either Mr. Williams, Mr. Bellers, or myſelf; theſe 
gentlemen can vouch for their authenticity, and moſt of 
the men who were the ſubjects of them are now in the 
86th regiment living teſtimonies to the truth, 
The Acid 1 made uſe of was the pale Nitric n 
us prepared by you. I commonly began with zvj. in a 
quart of water, previouſly giving an emetic, and a doſe of 
ſalts; when there was any ſickneſs at the ſtomach; and 
ſults alone, when there was none: This quantity I found 
could in general be borne very well; but if it appeared to 
nauſeate, the addition of a few drops of ol. menth: pip. and - 
ſugar, with an occaſional emetic, commonly did away that 
objection; and where the griping appeared to be increaſed 
by it, which was rarely the caſe, an ounce of ſalts given at 
thoſe times generally enabled me to continue the Acid 
without inconvenience. Indeed, theſe ſymptoms I con- 
ſidered as more concomitants of the diſeaſe, than the effect 
of the medicine; and very rarely left it off on their des 
count. I have the honour to be, 
1375 Dear Sir, 
Your obliged Ae ; 
: To Hilenus Scott, Eg, Pr WilLtan Dean 
„ c | Surgeon 86th Regiment, 
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3 1. Joux Warson, aged 30, relapſed on the 28th 
Auguſt, after being cured of a dyſentery the week be- 
fore; he was put on a courſe of mercury that day, but 
felt no relief till the 4th of September, when his mouth 
becoming ſore, his complaints were relieved ;* but as the 
ſpitting went off, they retnrned with equal violence. On 
the 11th the mercury was left off, and he was ordered 3vj. 
of Nitric Acid; this he continued daily till the 28th, 
when he was perfectly recovered, and returned to his duty 
on the 2d of October; he has never ſince been il. | 

II. James STEEVENSON, aged 28, while recovering ** 
from a courſe of mercury which he had gone through for a 
venereal complaint, was attacked with dyſentery on che 
20th of September. His ſymptoms then were violent; 
he was ordered to drink 3vj. of Nitric Acid diluted with 
water in the courſe of 24 hours ; he perliſted in this plan 

till the 25th, when his purging had nearly topped ; but- 
on the 27th it again come on; The Acid, however, was 

- perſiſted in, and he returned to his oy perfectly reco- 
vered on the 5th of October. 

II. RoßERT Cnss, aged 19, was ae with ber. 
tery on board ſhip about the 17th or 18th of July; he 
was under the action of mercury from that time till the 
14th cf September, with very little relief, although his 

mouth was affected during almoſt the whole time; on the 
| T2th he was ordered to leave off the mercury, and take 
3vj. of Nitric Acid daily; this he continued only till the 
18th, when every ſymptom had gone off; But as an eryn 
ſipelas took place in one of his legs, he did not return to 
duty till the 29th, He has never had any return of the 
complaint ſince. 

IV. Joux KirsoN was attacked with Anne on 

the 17th of September. He was ordered that day the 
Nitric Acid; the next he complained of the pain in the 
belly being more violent; a doſe of ſalts was given him, 
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and he was deſired to perſiſt in the uſe of the Acid: 19th, 
bis pain was conſiderably better, and he returned to duty 


on the 27th, 


V. James Prxrsronp, eged 32, * being twice 
cured by mercury, applied to me, with ſymptoms, of dyſen- 
tery, on the 25th of Auguſt. He was immediately or- 
dered the Nitric Acid ; this he continued till the 8th of 
September, when every mark of the diſeaſe had diſap- 
peared, and he was ſent to duty the 11th. He has never 
had any return of the diſeaſe ſince, Ag | 
VI. Joszen GippinG, aged 25, was attacked with 
dyſentery on the 18th of Auguſt, and cured by calomel, 
ſo as to return to his duty on the 18th of September, On 
the 19th the ſymptoms again come on with great vio- 
lence ; he was inſtantly put on a courſe of the Nitric 
Acid. On the 22d he was much the ſame, but com- 
plained of a ſenſe of ſwelling in the belly; the next day 5 
he had great ſickneſs at the ſtomach, but otherwiſe much | 
the ſame; an emetic was given, and he was deſired to 
continue to drink the Acid after the operation—24th, he 
was conſiderably better, and continued mending till the 
Zoth, when every ſymptom of the diſeaſe had left him, any 
be returned to Duty on the 5th of October. 
„ VE WILLIAM WHITTLE, aged 20, was attacked 
with dyſentery on the 29th of Auguſt, He was then 
given an onnce of ſalts, and ordered the Nitric Acid; he 


5 continued to uſe zvj. daily till the 8th of September, when 


every ſymptom of the diſeaſe had gone off; and he re- 
turned to duty on the 10th. Tho 
2 VIII. Joux SHerrArD, aged 18, was attacked with 
dyſentery on the 21ſt of Auguſt. He was ordered eight 
grains of Calomel, which he continued daily till the 2d of 
September ; when his mouth become ſore, the ſymptoms 
were relieved; but again increaſed in violence as the mer- 
curial effect on the mouth went off, On the 15th of 
September 
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beptember the diſeaſe ſeemed tv be deni the mer - 
| cury was diſcontinued; and he was ordered zvj. of Nitric 


A 


Acid. From continuing it daily till the 20th; he was 


free from complaint, and returned to duty the 23d. He 
has had no relapſe ſince. | 


IX. Micnatti SMIDLEY was attacked een 5 


on the iſt of Auguſt. He took mercury till the 19th of _ 


September, without its affofding him permanent relief; at 


that time; the diſeaſe appearing to gain ground, I diſcon- 
tinued the mercury; and ordered him zvj. of Nitric Acid 
daily; by the 22d his pain was not fo diſtreſſing; his ſtools 


put ona better appearance, andthey were notſo frequent. | 


23d his purging was rather increaſed, and the griping 
pains in the belly were more ſevere.—24th he was much 


better, and he continued mending till the 4oth; when 


every complaint had gone off; and he returned to duty 


bn the 6th of October. 


X. Joan HoLBrAKE; aged 20, was admitted into the 


hoſpital, with ſymptoms of dyſentery, on the 22d of Octo- 


| ber; He took the Nitric Acid for a few days with evi- 


dent good effect; but at that time, being out of it, he was 
obliged to diſcontinue it, and became worſe. On the 5th 


of September he was ordered 8 grains of calomel; this 
he took daily till the gth, when the ſymptoms; not being 
at all relieved, and the mouth perfectly free from the mer- 
curial effect, with the tongue extraordinarily dry and 


clean, the mercury was increaſed to 16 grains of calomel, 


and 3vj. of ſtrong mereurial ointment rubbed on the ex- 


tremities in the 24 hours; this was perſiſted in till the 


I th without the ſmalleſt effect. 


The mercury was then diſcontinued; and ceiling 


had to the Nitric Acid. The dyſenteric ſymptoms were 


_ almoſt inſtantly relieved z and he continued mending till 
_ the 21ſt, His tongue, however, ſtill remained perfeQly 


dry and clear. At this time he had a perpetual nauſea z - 
a the 
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the ſtomach ejected every thing that was taken into it, 
and the purging and griping, increaſed ; he perſiſted, how- 
ever, to uſe the Acid, both by the mouth, from which it 
was almoſt inſtantly ejected, and had it applied to the ſkin 
by the Nitric Bath, till the 26th, when calomel and mer- 
curial frictions were again tried, but without being able 
to obtain the leaſt moiſture on the mouth ; the ſymptoms 
went on increafing till the evening of the 28th, when he 
expired. On inſpecting the body we found the liver per- 
fectly ſound and natural; the gall- bladder contained about 
two ounces of bile of a very good colour and conſiſtence; 

the ducts were pervious ; the ſtomach was free from dif. 
_ eaſe; but ſome light inflammation was obſervable about 
the pylorus; the duodenum was very. much dilated, and 
had evident marks. of inflammation on its internal ſurface; 
the jejunum and ilium were inflamed in ſeveral places, but 
no appearance of ulceration, The whole villous coat of 


the colon was diſeaſed; in ſome places wholly deſtroyed 


for ſeveral inches; and in one part, about five inches from 
the ccecum, was an ulcer opening into the cavity of the 
. abdomen, large enough to admit the end of a finger. The 
diſeaſe appears to have gone to greater lengths the nearer 
it approached the rectum, cloſe to which, for the extent of 
many inches, marks of gangrene were evident. The 
meſenteric glands were univerſally very much enlarged. 
XI. SauvzL CRABTREE, aged 36, was attacked with 


| dyſentery on the 27th of July. He was immediately put 


on a courſe of mercury, from which he felt but little re- 
lief till the mouth was conſiderably affected, and remained 
better only while the ptyaliſm continued. On the 17th 
of September the diſeaſe appeared to be ſtationary, and was 
_ accoffipanied with pain in the right hypochondrium and 
moulder, with ſome ſlight cough, The mercury was now 
. diſcontinued, and he was ordered 5 of Nitric Acid dail 75 
; he perliſted in uus plan only till the 3oth, when every 
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ſymptom of diſeaſe had left him, and he was enabled 60 | 
join his company on the 5th of October, He has con- 
tinued well ever ſince. | 
XII. WILLIAM ELtns, aged 32, was attacked ITY 
dyſentery on the 28th of Auguſt. He took 8 grains of 
cCalomel daily from that time till the 10th of September, 
when, as his ſymptoms did hot abate, I diſcontinued its 
uſe, and ordered him 3j. of the Nitric Acid; he perſiſted to 
drink that quantity diluted in water every day till the 22d; 
when every ſymptom of the diſeaſe left him: And he has 
| had no return of the complaint ſince, | 
XIII. James Knicnr, aged 25, was adnided into 
| the hoſpital, with ſymptoms of dyſentery, on the 23d of 
September. He had taken an ounce of ſalts the day be- 
fore, and was then ordered 3j. of Nitric Acid; this quan- 
tity was taken daily till the 29th, when every mark of the 
diſeaſe: was gone, and he returned to _ on the 1ſt of ' 
. ORtober. 

XIV. Jonn Dalegr, aged 2 5, was ſeized with dy- 
(enter on the 1 Sth of September. He had an ounce of 
ſalts given him, and was put on a courſe of the Nitric 
Acid. The next day he was conſiderably better, and, | 
after perſiſting in its uſe until the 21K, every ſymptom - 
had diſappeared, and he was diſcharged to duty the 25th. - 

XV. James PasToN, aged 35, was attacked with 

dyſentery on the 28th of September, accompanied with 

great pain in the head and limbs ; ſKin very hot and dry. 

After taking an ounce of ſalts, he was put on a courſe of i 
the Nitric Acid. He continued mending daily till the "4 

8th of October, when he was free from complaint of any 1 7755 

kind, and joined his company on the 11th, 

XVI. WILLIAM Tupor, aged 28, was attacked 
with dyſentery 22d of Auguſt. He was given a doſe of 
falts, and then deſired to drink zvj, of Nitric Acid in the 
"24 hours ; from continuing this till the tſt of September, 

w_ I 2 Vi” Sy: 22S 


* 


by 


1 

| 

4 

EL 

THI 

' 

1 | 
. mi 

! 

; | 


* 


1 

ery ſymptom had gone off; and * — his duty 
on the zd. 

XVII. Wurm Ur rom, 3 30, was admitted 


into the. hoſpital with dyſentery on the 6th of September. 


He was ordered 8 grains of calomel, which was repeated 
daily till the Toth, when his complaints not appearing to 
give way, I diſcontinued it, and put him on a courſe of 
Nitric Acid; he. drank 3vj. daily till the 28th, when he 


was perfectly free from diſeaſe ; and returned to duty on 


the Zoth. 1 
XVIII. James Liz was admiced into the hoſpital 


: 


vin dyſentery on the 12th of September; after empty- 
ing the bowels with ſalts, he was put on a courſe of the 


. Nitric Acid, he continued it till the 18th, when he was 
perfectly recovered, 


XIX. ABEDNEGO SMITH, od 30, applicd to me on 


| 'the 12th of September with dyſentery ;- he took an ounce 


of ſalts that day, and then began the Nitric Acid; he 


perſiſted in its uſe till the 18th, when he had no remains 
of the diſeaſe, and returned to duty the 21it, _ 


XxX. Joun Mals Au, aged 26, was attacked with 
dyſentery on the_13th of September; treated as the laſt 
patient, and was perfectly recovered on the 22d of Sep- 


tember. 


XXI. Tuomas BAR TIE x, aged 1 was attacked 
with dyſentery on the Zoth of July; he took calomel | 


i from that time till the 11th of September without much 


benefit, although his mouth was more or leſs affected 


nearly the whole time. I then gave over the uſe of 


mercury, and put him on a courſe of the Nitric Acid; 
he perſiſted in its uſe till the 22d, when he was free from 


his complaints, and enabled to return to'duty on the 25th. 


XXII. WiLLiam Hupson, aged 30, was admitted 
into the hoſpital with dyſentery on the 26th of Auguſt ; he 
had been . various medicines, amongſt which was 


calomel, ; 
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bee, will the 1 mY of September, when the diſeaſe aps 
pearing to be at a ſtand, I put him on a courſe of Nitric 
Acid, and by perſiſting in it till the 22d, he was recovered 
of his . diſeaſe, and enabled to his company n 
the 27th. a 8 
XXIII. Jon DRAGEN, aged 20, was . with | 
dyſentery on the 28th of July; he was ordered eight 
grains of calomel,- which he continued daily until his 
mouth was made ſore, when the ſymptom. abated, but 
again recurred as the mercurial effect on the mouth went 
off; mercury was again employed, and the action kept 
up till the th of September with ſcarce any advantage. 
The Nitrie Acid was then tried, and continued till the 
22d, with no better ſucceſs, Sixteen grains of calomel _ 
were now given by the mouth, and zvj. of ſtrong «< 
mercurial ointment rubbed in every day till the 27th, 
when the mouth was very ſore and ulcerated, but the flow 
of ſaliva inconſiderable; the ſymptoms however were not 
at all relieved. On the 3oth, pulſe began to intermit, and 
the proſtration of ſtrength became exceſſiye; the griping 
was not ſo violent, but the purging not in the leaſt di- 
miniſhed; the diſeaſe went on increaſing till the gth of 
Oober, when he expired. On examining the "body, 
we obſerved the whole inteſtine to be very conſiderably 
diſtended with wind, except in three portions of the 
jejunum and iium, two of which were cauſed by intro; — 
ſuſception, the third ſimple contraction without inflam- _ 
mation, the upper introſuſception was about the middle 
of the jejunum where the ſuperior part was driven 
within the inferior full three inches ; the lower about the 
middle of the ilium was not of ſo great extent. Inflam- 
mation was to be ſeen on many parts af the ſmall in- 
teſtines ; the large inteſtines were diſeaſed throughout, 
but more particularly the upper part of the colon, where 
Seele large ulcers were diſcovered on the internal ſurface, 
1 ; ſome 
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iome of them laying bare the peritonæal coat for three 
inches in circumference; the meſenteric glands were 
. conſiderably enlarged. The liver appeared ſound; the 
gall-bladder contained about 3vj. of bile of good colour 
and conſiſtence ; the, ducts were pervious ; the blood 


veſſels of the meſentery were much mote diſtended than 


_ ever I faw them; and in many places blood was effuſed 
between the lamina of the peritonzum which form it. 
XXIV. Join HARTIET, aged 32, was attacked 
with dyſentery on the 14th of September, he was then 
given a doſe of ſalts, and ordered 3vj. of the Nitric Acid; 
on the 17th he complained of more pain, the ſtools wers 
more frequent, frothy, and bloody, ; he was ordered how- : 
ever to perſiſt with the Acid: 19th he was conſiderably 
better, and continued to mend every day till the 22d, 
when he was free from dial, and Tm his Cornpenny on 
the 25th, 

XXV. Jous enten aged 50, was admitted into 
the hoſpital on the 5th of Auguſt, at that time the dyſen- 
. teric ſymptoms were very violent; he was ordered eight 
grains of calpinel three times a day; this he took 7 | 
days without obtaining any relief; on the 11th his mouth 
became fore, and his ſymptoms, were alleviated; the 
quantity of mercury was then diminiſhed, and he con- 
tinued to mend for ſeveral days, but as the ptyaliſm went 
off the ſymptoms became more violent, The mercury 
was again increaſed, and with the ſame ſucceſs, relieving 
him only while his mouth was peer ee during which 

time he took Dover's powders and cardiacs. On the 
17th of September, not appearing to gain any thing by 
the treatment he was under, I ordered him to leave off 
the mercury and every mẽdicine, and to take 3vj. of 
the Nitric Acid in the twenty- four hours ; this plan was 

erſiſted in till the 26th, when all his ſymptoms were 
"= oft, but being very much .reduced, I did not diſ- 
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Charge bin from the hoſpital for ſeveral days ; en ; on the 9th-. 

of October he was again ſeized with ſome ſlight pain in 
the belly, with frequent evacuations, but theſe complaints 

readily gave way to the Acid, and he was diſcharged 


perfectly cured on the 20th of October, | 

XXVI. M. Karnavon, aged 25, was ales into 
the hoſpital with dyſentery on the 15th of October; he 
took an ounce of falts, and was put on a courſe of Nitric | 
Acid, ON the 19th all his ſymptoms were relieved, but on 
the 20th they again recurred with increaſed violence; he 
however continued to uſe the Acid till the 23d, when the 
Ciſeaſe appearing to gain ground, it was left off, and he 


began a courſe of mercury; as ſoon as the mouth became 


ſore the ſymptoms abated, but again came on as the 
ptyaliſm ſubſided ; mercury however was employed oc- 


caſionally till the diſeaſe was cured, but he was ſo re- 
duced as to oblige him to continue in the hoſpital till the 


roth of December,. 
XXVII. WIILIAM Irarty, aged 24, was admitted 
with dyſentery on the gth of October; after taking a doſe 


ol ſalts he was put on a courſe of Nitric Acid; on the 
14th, it had evidently affected his gums, the flow of 


ſaliva was conſiderably increaſed, and the ſymptoms were 
very much relieved; by perſiſting in its-ufe till the 18th, 
every mark of the diſeaſe diſappeared, and he was ſent to 
big company on the 20th. | | 
XXVIII. Tuouas TromPsoN, aged 30, applied to 
me on the 10th of October; he had been attacked with 


dyſentery the day before, and had taken an ounce of ſalts, 


he was immediately ordered 3vj. of Nitric Acid, and by 
continuing it daily till the 20th, was perfectiy recovered, 
and returned to his duty on the 2 3. 

XXIX. M. Caen, aged 28, came into the hoſpital 


with dyſentery. On the 29th of November he took an 
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ounce of ſalts, and was ordered the Nitric Acid. He took 
this medicine till the 6th of December, when every ſymp: 
tom had gone off; og he joined his company on the 
Ich. | 
"AX. 5 5 8 aged 21, was attacked with 
dyſentery on the 14th of Noyember. He had been ill 
three days previouſſy and he had taken a doſe of ſalts; he 
was immediately put on a courſe of Nitric Acid, and ap- 
peared to be mending till the 18th, when his griping being 
more ſevere, ſome palliative remedies were giyen, and 
the Acid een to the 25th; at this time the diſeaſe 
not giving way, it was laid aſide, and recourſe had to 
mercury, Sixteen grains of calomel were given, and 
four drachms of ſtrong mercurial ointment rubbed on the 
extremities eyery day, until the 1ſt of December, when 
his ſymptoms were nearly gone, and his mouth very much 
affected; the next day, however, his mouth was much 
eaſier, and the dyſentery returned; eight grains of calo- 
mel were now given, and two drachms of mercurial oint- 


ment rubbed in; this was continued to the $th, when the 


mercurial effect on the mouth going off, and the diſeaſe 
increaſing, twelve grains of calomel were ordered, with 
ſix drachms of ointment. Under this treatment the diſ- 
eaſe eyidently gained ground, and on the 1 1th the Nitrio 

Acid was again employed, and the mercurial courſe at the 
fame time perſevered in. On the 16th. he was much 
worſe, the ſtamach rejecting the medicine; the Acid was 
Jaid aſide, but the mercury continued to the 18th; at this 
time there was not the leaſt ſoreneſs or moiſture in the 
mouth, and the proſtration of ſtrength was exceſſive. 
He died on the 19th. On inſpecting the body, the ſurface- 
pol the liver was found c@zered with a number of ſmall 
puſtules containing pus; and on cutting into the ſubſtance 
of the right lobe, four ſmall abſceſſes. were found perfectly 
liſtinct from each other; the bile appeared natural, and of 


the 
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the uſual quantity; the ſmall inteſtines were free from 
diſeaſe, and very little was obſerved in the large ones, ex- 
cept in that part of the calon which lay near the ſpleen, to 

which a portion of omentum was adhering, and on uſing 
the ſlighteſt force to ſeparate it, the gut was torn open, and 


_ expoſed a larger ulcer, which had deſtroyed nearly half the 5 
diameter of the inteſtine, the contents of which muſt have 


eſcaped into the cavity of the abdomen, but for the adher- 
ing part of the omentum. It was worthy of remark, that 


this man, although repeatedly aſked, always declared he 


felt no pain in either {ide or ſhoulder, 

XXXI. Joux KELLY, aged 35, was attacked with 
dyſentery on the Zoth of October. After an ounce of 

falts, he took the Nitric Acid till the 6th of November, 
| witen he was enabled to return to his duty. 

XXXII. MicnAzEL Roaks, aged 36, was attacked 
with dyſentery on the 28th of November. He was treat- 


ed as the laſt patient, and diſcharged for — on the 11th | 


of December. 


XXXIII. Tous BALL, aged 40, was attacked with - 
dyſentery on the 7th of October, and, after a doſe of (alts, * 
was that day put on a courſe of Nitric Acid; the ſymp- 


toms gradually abated till the 1 Ith, when he had ſome 


little increaſe of griping; another doſe of ſalts was given, 
and the Acid continued till the 17th, when the diſeaſe was 


completely carried off, and he returned to his duty on the 
20th. His mouth was ſlightly affected. 


XXXIV. Tromas Coons, aged 25; was admitted 


into the hoſpital with dyſentery on the 3oth of October. 
He was treated as the laſt patient, and —— . 
on the 6th of November. 
XXXV. SerjrantLes 1 was admitted indy 
the hoſpital with dyſentery he 28th of November. He 


was, like the former patients, put on the Nitric Acid, and 


returned 
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returned to duty, perfectly recovered, on the gth. of De- 


cember. ; 

XXXVI. James aerger, aged 19, was attacked | 
with dyſentery on the 18th of September, He was treat- 
ed as the laſt man, and ſent to his company, cured, on 


the 28th, 


XXXVII, Jonx Barr was admitted with dyſentery 


on the 15th of October, After taking an ounce of ſalts, 


he was that day put on a courle of Nitric Acid, On the 
24th, the ſymptoms were conſiderable relieved, and his 
mouth ſomewhat affected; on the 3oth, the griping pains 
were more violent, for which another doſe of ſalts was ad- 
miniſtered, and the Acid continued, November 3d, he 
was much better, and on the 12th ſaid he was nearly well; 
but the next day the griping returned, which was again 
carried off by a third doſe of ſalts ; and by perſiſting in the 
Acid till the 8th of November he was diſcharged the hoſ- 
pital perfectly cured. | 
XXXVIII. William Hookway was admitted with 


| dyſentery « on the 14th of November; he had been ill three 


days previous, in which time he had taken an ounce of 
ſalts ; he was then put on a courſe of Nitric Acid; on the 
16th he was nearly the ſame; on the 17th his griping was 
more ſevere, for-which another doſe of ſalts were given, 
and the Acid perſiſted in; 18th, his pains were leſs, but 
the purging and teneſmus worſe ; the medicine was this 


day diſcontinued, and he was put on a courſe of mercury, 


ſixteen grains of calomel were giyen by the mouth, and 


36. of ſtrong mercurial ointment rubbed on the extre- 
mities in the courſe of twenty-four hours. This was con- 


tinued till the 21ſt, at which time he was conſiderably re- 
leved; the ointment was now omitted, but the calomel 


continued till the 24th, when nearly all the ſymptoms being 


gone, the mercury was laid aſide altogether, and he took 
buoy dozes of Dover powders till the rt of December, 
| wen 
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when he was diſcharged the hoſpital 8005 the 11th 
he was again admitted with a return of all his complaints, 
As I was not ſatisfied with my trial of the Acid in the for- 
mer attack, I was reſolved to employ it again, and not give 
it an! ſhould be fully convinced of its inefficacy in this 
man's caſe; he was accordingly a ſecond time put on the 
Nitric Acid courſe; on the 1 3th he was much better, and 
he continued mending till the 27th, when every mark of 
the diſeaſe had gone off, and he was diſcharged, perfectly 
eured, the 29th. During the courſe of the laſt cure, he 
was occaſionally: very much griped, this, however, was 
always removed by ſalts, and did not ge me to cara 
tinue the Acid. 


XL. WILLIAM . aged 25, was admitted; into ON | 
j 


the hoſpital with dyſentery on the 8th of December. He 
had taken a doſe of ſalts the day before, and was then put 
dn a courſe of Nitric Acid; he continued it till the 13h 
with ſcarce any advantage ; at this time he complained 
of great pain in his loins and teſticles; the Acid was now 
laid aſide, and ſixteen grains of calomel given by. the. 
mouth, and 3s. of ſtrong mercurial ointment rubbed in 
every day; on the 19th "the ſymptoms were not in the 
| leaſt abated, and his mouth remaining very dry, a ſcruple 
af calomel, mixed with a little conſerve, was rubbed on 
the gums, to induce, if poſſible, a ptyaliſm, an effect which 
ſeldom failed to relieve the dyſenteric ſymptoms ; the calo- 
mel pills and the ointment were alſo continued; this plan 
was perſiſted in till the 25th without the ſmalleſt effect. 
The calomel taken into the ſtomach was now augmented 
to 24 grains, and the frictions to zvj- in the 24 hours; 
he now complained of a fixed pain in the back, which was 
relieved by the application of a bliſter ; on the 26th all 
the ſymptoms were more violent, his mouth was ulcer- | 
ated, but perfectly dry; delirium came on in the night; 
on the 27th he was almoſt inſenſible, and died in the eyen- 
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nig. On iafpe&ing the' body, nl on 
. dividing the parietes of the abdomen, to find a large quan- 
_ tity of air iſſue with great force and noiſe; on laying bare 
the viſcera, the coats of the gall-bladder were found em- 
phyſematous, and air was effuſed in Gliſſon's capſule, and 
the omentum. The liver appeared of the uſual ſize, but of 
a dark lead colour; and on cutting into the ſubſtance of 
the right lobe, an abſceſs was found, containing about three 
. uinces of thick pus. The left lobe was ſound; the bile 
appeared natural, and of the uſual quantity ; very high 
marks of inflammation were obſerved on many parts of 
the ſmall inteſtines, and about the end of the jejunum was 
a very conſiderable introſuſception. The large inteſtines 
were highly diſeaſed, and on the under fide, in the centre 
of the great arch of the celon, was an ulcer, which had 
totally deſtroyed all the coats of the gut for near three 
inches, by which we were enabled to account for the air 
found in the abdomen, and the empheſima obſerved in the 
gall- bladder. The lower parts of the colon, and whole of 
the reftum, were leſs diſeaſed than in any dyſenteric pa- 
tient I have hitherto examined, This man, alſo, never 


_ complained of any pain in the ſide or ſhoulder, Se 1 


repeatedly aſked, to the day of his death. 

XLI. a8 SMITH, aged 28, was attacked with dy- 
ſentery on the 5th of December, he was that day ordered 
a doſe of ſalts, and put on a courſe of Nitric' Acid. On 
the 6th he was much better; the ſymptoms gradually 
abated till the 8th, when they diſappeared altogether, and . 
he was diſcharged to duty on the 15th, 

XLII., RicHarky THoMas, aged 22, was attacked 
like the former patient on the 4th of December, treated in 
the ſame way, and diſcharged for duty on the 8th. 

XLII. SzrjEAnT Jones, aged 50, was ſeized with 
dyſentery on the 1ſt of December, treated as the laſt men, 
and was diſcharged, cured, on the 17th of December. 


On 
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osx examining my ward books it appears, that in about 

| three months time I have employed the Nitric Acid in 86 

caſes of dyſentery, of which the following is the reſult: 
Cured when the Acid alone was uſed - - - 60 
Cured by Acid, after a long trial of mercury - 16 
Cured by mercury after a trial of Acid - - - 3 


Died when both mercury and Acid were employed 7 | | 
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